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THE CHIHUAHUA HIGHWAY
By LANSING B. BLOOM

in its geographical configuration, has very
aptly been likened to a cornucopia with its opening to
the United States. Even before the Pan-American highway
from Laredo to Mexico City was officially opened, autoists
from the United States were pouring into that country and
(to mix our metaphor) Mexico is now rejoicing in the rich
harvest which she is reaping. During the present season it
is estimated that at least 45,000 automobiles will cross at
Laredo, carrying 140,000 passengers. The reader may make
his own estimate of how many millions of dollars they will
spend; we will venture to put $10,000,000 as the minimum
figure.
Back in 1930 when silver pesos were current and exchange was (as today) at 3.60, we rashly cashed a $100
check in Mexico City and were dismayed at the tray of pesos
which was shoved through the window. As a result, we
left the bank with coat pockets sagging and using both hands
to support our trouser pockets. Fortunately libres (taxis)
are ubiquitous, so it was possible to rush back to the hotel
and unload. One who likes to think himself an optimist
must confess that, on occasions, the pessimist who wears suspenders as well as a belt has decidedly the advantage. If the
reader doubts it, let him-just once-load up with 360 silver
dollars.
On subsequent visits our friends below the border have
had an ample supply of paper currency, and this greatly
209
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facilitates the spending process. The 3.60 exchange gives
to the "nortea";ericano" an exhilarated feeling, .and the
rapid disbursement, while disconcerting at first, produces an
insidious pleasure. This psychological reaction is only a
· minor factor, but a very important one, in the recent phenomenal growth of turismo in Mexico.
It is not generally known that the Pan-American highway is only one phase of a very comprehensive road-building .
program which Mexico has had under way for some years
past. That program contemplates a similar highway up the
west coast, and still another through the central plateau
region from Mexico City to Juarez, opposite EI Paso, Texas.
It is the last of these great national highways which has been
brought most recently to our'attention.
Upon invitation from Governor Gustavo L. Talamantes
of Chihuahua, a highway conference was held in Chihuahua
City on May 15 which was attended by governors, or their
representatives, from all the Mexican states interested and
also from Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. West Texas
and the Mesilla Valley were especially well representedregistration showed forty-seven Texans, twenty-two from
· New Mexico, and several from Arizona. Most of these f:r:om
north of the border arrived on the special train proVided,
but at least four groups made the six-hour run by automobile.
During the forenoon, more than 250 officials, representatives, and delegates gathered in the Red Room of the
Palace to be received and ,registered. At noon they proceeded acr.o~s the plaza to the auditorium of the State Institute where the general session continued until 2 o'clock.
Governor Talamantes, presiding, welcomed the members of
the conference and, after a considerable number of introduc· tions had been made, he briefly outlined the purpose of the
gathering and invited the active cooperation of all those
interested.
From statements made by Governor Talamantes, by·
Colonel Calderon R., governor of Durango, and by representativesfrom Guanajuato, Queretaro, the Sta~e of Mexico,

...
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Hidalgo, and Zacatecas, it appeared that a large part of the
preliminary road work was already done; that the federal
government of Mexico would aid the various states on the
basis of 50-50 in completing their respective sectors; that
the necessary funds could be secured from a bank in Washington, provided the money was expended in the United
States for supplies and equipment; and that agents of several con'struction companies were on hand to make bids.
Discussion of ways and means was to be taken up in a later
executive session.
The theme most stressed by all the speakers in the Chihuahua conference was the great economic benefits which it
would bring locally' to all the Mexican states interested and,
_as Governor Talamantes pointed out, it would connect at
Juarez with the national highways of the United States. It
was the privilege of the New Mexico delegation to call attention to another aspect of the project, namely, the historical
features of the proposed highway.
The writer will heartily agree with anyone who becomes
enthusiastic over the magnificent scenic grandeur of the
Pan-American highway, especially on the. stretch where it
sweeps southward from Monterey to Victoria in the shadow
of the eastern cordillera, or again where it winds up through
the mountains from Tamazunchale to J acala; but what of
historical interest has that route to compare with the old
cities and mining camps which will be made accessible to
'autoists by the central Mexico route? Moreover, the new
highway is merely the revamping of one of the oldest roads
in all North America which did not 'extend sirp.ply from
Mexico City to P.aso del Norte (now Juarez) but continued
on northward to Santa Fe.
Eight years ago, while Dick Dillon was governor, the
New Mexico state highway commission issued a finely illustrated booklet with the happy title, "Roads to Cibola." U. S.
Highway 85 was therein described as "America's 'oldest
road" (meaning within the United States), and there are
good historic reasons for such a claim.
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Florida was colonized· somewhat earlier than New
Mexico, but her connection with the outside, world was by
water. New Mexico, on the other hand, was a Spanish
province before any of the original Thirteen Colonies were
founded, and her only connection with the outer world was
by a road 1600 miles long from Mexico City. This road,
ther~fore, was in use earlier than the old Boston Post Road,
or the Genesee Trail of New York, or the old Wilderness
Road through the Cumberland Gap.
Nor in the early Spanish penetration of ·our Southwest
does any highway have greater age than that from Chihuahua north. The old San Antonio Road of Texas cannot claim
an earlier date than 1690, while the famous Camino Real of
the California missions did not begin until 1769. It is true
that the· Coronado expedition came from Culiacan north
through eastern Arizona in 1540, but the Arizona sector of
that trail did not develop'into an established route. From
Zuni east to the Rio Grande valley the Coronado expedition
followed the old Indian trail by way of Inscription Rock,
and this trail was later used by the Rodriguez-Chamuscado
and the Beltran-Espejo parties; but no wheeled vehicles
went that way until the time of Governor Silva Nieto in,
1629. Much later, of course, were the Oregon Trail from
the Mississippi valley to the Northwest, and the Santa Fe
Trail from Missouri to New Mexico.
The old highway north through the central plateau of
Mexico may be said to have begun with the discovery 'of the
rich silver mines of Zacatecas in 1548. The famous four
discoverers of that city came from the Culiaean region to
the west, but direct connection with M~xico City was immediately established. With the opening of one rich mining
camp after another, the road advanced northward until in
1567 it had reached Santa Barbara-where today the enormous tailings of the old Spanish mines are being reworked
profitably, .In 1820 the mines of Santa Barbara alone kept
700 iahonas busy in the crushing of ore. 1
1. Jose G. Rocha, PM'ral. 1631-1933, pp. 19, 23. In Twitchell, Leading Facta of
N. Mex. Hiat., II, 89, is illustrated a Mexican arrastre. The older S'panish type (tahona)
had a single ]a~ge stone drum. rotated in the same way by animal power. In 1907 the
writer saw one in Fresnillo--doubtlesB it is still there.
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Here on the various headwaters of the Conchas river
the Spanish frontier paused for a few years. But native
labor was greatly in demand for the working of the numerous mines which had been discovered and opened from Zacatecas to Santa Barbara, and, despite royal orders to the contrary, slave-hunting was· persistently carried on by raids
.among natives beyond the frontier. Professedly engaged
in fighting "hostile" Indians, parties sought their victims far
down the Conchas river to the northeast, and it was these
raiding parties which brought back rumors of large native
"towns" somewhere on to the north.. Spanish imagination
was fired with the vision of another "Mexico," with wealth
to rival that of the Aztec world which Cortes had found.
Not all the white men on that old frontier were seeking
merely goid or slaves. Credit for extending the highway
north into our state of New Mexico belongs to a missionary,
a humble lay-brother of the FranCiscan Order, Fray Agus-.
tin Rodriguez. The year 1580 found him at Santa Barbara, where he heard the tales of northern "town" Indians;
to him it seemed a wonderful opportunity to carry the Christian faith to an entirely new region. Permission for such an
enterprise was necessary, so he made the long journey back
to Mexico City. Returning to Santa Barbara, he organized
a small party consisting of two companion missionaries and
a few soldiers under Captain Chamuscado. In June, 1581,
they set forth and after following down the Conchas to its
.mouth turned northwest and ascended the "Great River
from the North." So far as we know, Fray Agustin was
the first white man who traveled this long trail .aII the way
from Mexico City north through "the Pass" and on into the
heart of the Pueblo Indian country.
Curiously enough, the first wheeled vehicles which followed this road were headed south instead of north. Off to
the east lay the recently created frontier province of Nuevo
Leon, of which, in 1590, Gaspar Castano de Sosa was acting
governor. Drawn by the lure of the Northern Mystery, he
and his colonist~ at Almaden picked up, bag and baggage,
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and set forth; but instead of keeping along the Rio Grande
they turned north along the Pecos river. 'Reports which
reached Mexico city that Castafio was a rebel and was planning to set himself up as an independent ruler caused the
sending of Captain Juan de Morlete with fifty soldiers for
his arrest, and as a result Castafio and his colonists were
brought back down the Rio Grande. The point of interest
is that they had a number of the primitive two-wheeled oxcarts with them-the. first ever seen in ;New Mexico.
The next carts which used the trail were the eightythree brought by Governor 'Juan de Ofiateand' his colonists
in 1598.. After that date they were a sight of common occurrence because of the caravans which came north' from
Mexico City every three years, loaded with supplies l:lnd
equipment needed by the missionaries and colonists. Southbound, the carts were loaded with salt, sacks of pifion nuts,
bales of buffalo' hides' and deerskins, and great bundles of
woolen stuffs manufactured by native labor. Such consignments were shipped south to agents in Parral (founded
in 1631) and later to Chihuahua; to Durango, Zacatecas,
and even to Mexico City. From its founding" in 1610,~Santa
Fe became the northern terminal of this camino real and the
distributing point for the province of New Mexico.
This earliest Santa Fe trail was the life artery for the
whole reiPon, its only line "of communication with la tierra
afuera, the outer world. OcCasionally during the eighteenth
- century a small party of French trappers" found their way
. across the eastern plains into Santa Fe, but with few exceptioris, they were not allowed to go back; usually they were
sent south" for examination." Attimes also, especially toward
the end of Spanish rule, there were efforts to connect Santa
Fe by trail with other parts of the northern frontier-with
Texas, Sonora, and even with California-but these attempts
had little practical result. From 1581 to 1821 the Chihuahua
Trail, as it came to be known, was the line of travel for
missionaries, officials, and traders.
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The importance of the Chihuahua Trail even after 1821
has been forgotten. Students of Southwestern history well'
know the phenomenal trade which developed across the
plains between Missouri and Santa Fe, but do we remember
that Mexican merchants and traders controlled a very important part of that business, and that American traders
like Josiah Gregg and the Magoffin brothers extended the,:,r
activities as far south as Chihuahua, Durango, and ev~
Zacatecas? Of the goods to an estimated value of $450,000
which crossed the plains to Santa Fe in 1843; two-thirds were
carried on to the southern markets. The accompanying
map, shows the places between Paso del Norte (Juarez) and
Zacatecas still being served by this old trade route in 1849.
The larger folding map of which it is an inset shows the
Santa Fe Trail from Independence, Missouri, and south to
, the border, and was published' in the Escudero edition of
Pino: Noticias hist6ricas y estadisticas de la antigua' pro-:vincia del Nuevo-Mexico (Mexico, 1849).
The old highway fell into disuse, of course, except locally
after the establishing of telegraphic communication and the
building of the Mexican Central Railway. Through the influence of automobile travel it has now been revived as part
of"the great national system of highways in the Republic,
of Mexico and it ties up at Et Paso with U. S. Highway 85..
The hope was expressed at the Chihuahua conference that
it may be completed and open in good time for the CuartoCentennial to which New Mexico is looking forward in 1940.
Doubtless great numbers of the norteamericanos who
visit Mexico will welcome the chance to add central Mexico
to their itinerary. Many, of course, will rush, along with an ,
eye only for the scenic gr;tndeur along the highway, but
those who travel more leisurely with' thoughts of the long
past centuries will find many a historic shrine.' The very
mountain ranges on which they 'gaze were landmarks of the
first Spanish explorers and of the" countless travelers who
followed them along this trail.
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Indeed, the modern tourist may catch again the old,
old vision of the Northern Mystery, the land of the Pueblo
Indians, of the Seven Cities of Cibola and the Quivira country; in Santa Fe de Nuevo Mexico he will find the end, or
the beginning, of this ancient highway. This may be true
also of many of our Mexican neighbors who will follow the
example of Sr. Jose G. Rocha, editor of El Correa de Parral.
Two years ago, he became so deeply interested in old New
Mexico records which he found in the public archives of
Parral that he made a pilgrimage to Santa Fe. Others, as
he did, may find it the realizing of a dream. 2
Culture knows no international boundary, and it was a
happy recognition of this fact that Governor Talamante's
should invite representadves, from north of the Rio Grande
to his highway conference in Chihuahua City. There is truth
in the old Spanish saying that "Tomorrow is the flower of its
yesterdays," for underlying a century of Anglo-American
irrfluences are three long centuries when Spain was dominant
and a still longer development of native life-New Mexico
of today has three lines of heritage which in large part is
common with that of Old Mexico. The cultural fabric woven
by the shuttle of time cannot be severed arbitrarily by a
political frontier. The Chihuahua Highway. may well be
regarded ;:ts symbolic of this historic unity.
2.

See below, po~m by Sr. Rocha.

,

SALUTACION A SANTA FE

Ha mucho tiempo que anhelaba admirarte,
tierra que hollaron Chamuscado y Espejo
y las bizarras huestes de Villagra y Onate,
lejano Nuevo Mexico, tan misterioso y bello
como en aq~ellos tiempos de la her6ica epopeya..
j Oh vieja Santa Fe, ante ti me posterno,
te saluda rendido y en tus lfmpidas fuentes
de historias y leyendas, para sasiarme abrevo !

Tn tienes el encanto de las cosas preteritas,
incomparable y nnica, con perfiles de ensueno,
arte espanol e indio fulge por todas partes
y aun palpita la savia del martir misionero.
"Santa Fie venerable, Santa Fe primitiva,"
al recorrer tus calles en noches de embeleso,
parece que fulguran de Don Diego de Vargas,
de Otermin 0 de Anza los tajantes aceros
que levantan poblados y rutas nuevas abren
cual rntilos meteoros en la comba del cielo.
JOSE

Santa Fe, N. M.,
17 de abril de 1935.
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THE FEDERAL INDIAN POLICY IN NEW MEXICO,
'
1858-1880

By FRANK D. REEVE
PREFACE
EVERAL studies have been made on the subject of the federal Indian policy in New Mexico.from the beginning of
the American pccupation to 1860. But not until th~ sixties
was the reservation policy first applied inNew Mexico and
it was being carried to completion <:luring the seventies. It
is the. purpose 'of the writer to trace the course of events
from 1858 to 1880 In the application of this restrictive policy
to the nomadic tribes in New Mexico. The year'1858 is taken
as the starting point because of the outbreak of war with the
Navaho which persisted' until they were rounded up and sent
to a reservation on the banks of the Pecos river.
The source material is found mostly in the archives of
the office of Indian affairs, Washington, ·D. C. The incoming
correspondence up to the year 1880 is filed in bundles, one
or more for each year, under the name of the territory. A
full citation to the file for a letter from agent to commissioner would· be: Department of interior, office of Indian
affairs, New Mexico, letter number (for. instance, T145)
and year, as 1878. For purposes of brevity and simplicity,
. these citations will appear in the footnQtes with only the
letter number and year; ·for example, 1''145/78; Letters referred to in ,the files for Colorado territory ,will be designated by prefixIng the name of the territory: Colo. T145/78.
The outgoing correspondence in the office of Indian af- .
fairs is found in the Letter Books and Report Books, both
numbered consecutively by volume. They will be cited as
LB and RB with the volume and page number.
A full citation to the material consulted in the department of war would be as follows: Department of war, adjutant general's office, organization records group of the' old

S
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records division, New Mexico. Incoming correspondence is
filed under the appropriate year in boxes marked Letters
Received. The footnote citation will appear as A. G. 0., letter number and year (C19/65). Outgoing correspondence
appears in books marked Letters Sent; the volumes .are
numbered consecutively. The footnote citation will appear
as A. G. 0., LS, volume and page number.
'
Other footnote abbreviations are as follows:
A. G.-adjutant general
A. A. G.-assistant adjutant general
A. A. A. G.-acting assistant adjutant general
B. I: C.---"Board of Indian commissioners
C. I. A.--commissioner of Indian affairs
I. P. C.-Indian peace commission
J. S. C.-joint special committee, Condition of the
Indian tribes, 1867,
R. R.-War of rebellion, Official Records
R. C. D.-Senate of the United states, Regular Confidential Documents
U. S. S. L.-United States Statutes at Large
Kappler, Indian affairs: laws and treaties, will be
cited by author only.
Due to the numerous references to newspapers and
manuscripts, dates are rendered in Arabic numerals, rather
than written out, for the, sake of economy 'of space in the
footnotes.
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white man penetrated this continent he came
into contact with a people of a different race, of a
different level of civilization, of a different psychology. The
superior race took the initiative in working out the' relations
between the two; the problem proved to be a very difficult
one. Well into the nineteenth century, and for that matter
today, there were differences of opinion as to the proper
course to pursue toward the native race. Was the Indian to
be exterminated, or civilized and permitted to take his place
in the white man's scheme of life? He was looked upon
either as

W

HEN THE

"Lo! the poor Indian whose untutored mind
Saw God in the forest, and heard him in the wind."
or
"Hi! the filthy redskin and his filthier squaw
who cares for nothing but fill their dirty paws."l
The experiences of the frontiersman often led him to
express an opinion in favor of harsh treatment, even of
extermination, if necessary, to solve the problem. The
easterner was more under the influence of the humanitarian
spirit.2 However, the conflict of opinion was not purely
sectional, and a peaceful solution, if possible, was preferable,
but solution there must be. The difficulty of finding it was
. enhanced by the character of the Indian who was an enigma
to the white man:
Voluptuary and stoic; swept by gusts of fury
too terrible to be witnessed, yet imperturbable
beyond all men, under the ordinary excitements and
accidents of life; garrulous, yet impenetrable;
curious, yet himself reserved; proud and mean,
alike beyond compare; superior to torture and the
presence of certain death, yet, by the standards of

---1. L. R. Hafen, The Overland Mail, 1849·1869, p. 241.

2. "It is doubtful if there be " people on earth concerning whom there is so wide a
- difference of opinion as the North America Indians. . . . No amount of- reason, no
statement of facts, will ever change the opinion· of either eastern or western people
on this subject:' R. 1. Dodge, Hunting Grounds of the Great West, p. 255.
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all other peoples, a coward in battle; capable of
magnanimous actions which, when uncovered of-all
romance, are worthy of the best days of Roman
virtue, yet more cunning, false, and cruel than the.
Bengalee-this .copper-colored sphinx, this riddle
unread of men equally fascinates and foils the
inquirer. 3
The complicated governmental system of the conquerors
was not conducive to a speedy and· good solution of the problem. Three agencies were able to dabble in the management
of the Indian: the military, the Indian office, and to a lesser
extent the territorial officials. With a dash of immoral behavior on the part of some of the officials and other individuals thrown in for good measure, the Indian needed a strong
constitution to survive the ordeal. Yet, through all the intriCacies and confusions Of the matter, there was a strong
feeling that the savage should be dealt with fairly, and helpe(i
along the road to civilization.
The problem of controlling the nomadic Indians in New
Mexico was inherited from the Mexican government. Although it was similar iI} many respects to the problem of
dealing with those of the Great Plains, it was complicated
by a hereditary feud between the Navaho and Apache on the
one hand, and the settler of Spanish and Spanish-Indian
descent on the other. Both sides enslaved their prisoners.
and enriched themselves by flocks of sheep and other property that were taken on raids. The American ·gov.ernment
had assumed the further responsibility, by the treaty of
Guadalupe-Hidalgo, of preventing the Indians north of the
Mexican-American boundary line from raiding the settlements to the south of that line, although this responsibility
was later abrogated under the terms of· the Gadsden Purchase.
From the beginning of the American occupation of New
Mexico, efforts were made to establish and maintain peace
with them. Colonel A. W. Doniphan visited the Navaho
before proceeding southward to engage in the campaigns of
3. F. A. Walker, "The Indian Question," in North American Review, cxvi, 336·37
(April, 1873)_
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the Mexican war., From that time numerous treaties or
terms ·of peace were signed until all were finally placed on
reservations, but' the agreements were often broken by one
side or the other.
. The civil administration of Indian affairs in the territory of New Mexico was established by the appointment of
James S~ Calhoun as superintendent in 1849. He received
the additional responsibility of territorial governor in 1851,
but the two offices were separated in 1857. Four agents
were provided by congress in 1851. Although control of
Indians had been transferred from the department of war.
to the newly ~reate? department of interior'in 1849, the military, of necessity, had much to do with them because of the
frequent hostilities. Friction between the civil and military
officials developed in regard to jurisdiction, and differences
of opinion arose as to the proper policy to follow.
During his tenure of office, one idea was advanced by
Calhoun and remained persistently in the foreground thereafter; namely, that the Indians should be placed in a restricted area and forced to follow the path of peace. After
the appointment of James S. Collins as superintendent in
1857 some progress began to be made. The Civil War intervened, however, and delayed the d~velopment of this policy.
"Before it was consummated, much fighting was done, many
presents were distributed to the savages, and signatures
were placed on numerous documents agreeing to peace and
friendship until the nomads were finally rounded up and
placed on permanent reservations. . "
The Indians dealt with in this study can' be divided
into four groups. The Navaho inhabited the area in northwestern New Mexico south of the San Juan river; they
raided into the Rio Grande valley and points eastward. The
JicariIla Apache and three bands of Dte Indians roamed
over northern New Mexico and southern Colorado. In the
southern part of the territory were the Mescalero Apache,
ranging from the Pecos country to the Rio Grande, and the
,Gila Apache in southwestern New Mexico, both with a habit
of raiding into Mexico.
I

.

I
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CHAPTER I
THE '~AVAHO, 1858-1862

peace existed with the Navaho in 1858, but
A
. there was always the possibility of war breaking out
because of some untoward incident.. A likely sOurce of
NOMINAL

trouble was the grazing ground set aside for the cavalry ..
horses at Fort Defiance. The Indian stock occasionally intruded upon the reserved past~res, much to the annoya'nce of
the post commander. In the spring'of that year the military
took drastic action to end this practice by killing about sixty
horses belonging to the tribesmen. 1 This rash act brought no
retaliation. Such passive behavior by the Navaho would
bear out the truth of the opinion often expressed in, those
'years th~t they were' largely in favor of remaining on
friendly terms with the white man, and that the real cause of
difficulty lay, in the actions of a few troublers called ladrones.
They, it was believed, belonged to the have-nots of the tribe,
consequently they felt the necessity of plundering as a means
of making a living and perhaps attaining rank as ricos. But
with this incident passed, another of a different character
finally brought an end to the uncertaip period of peace.
A Navaho who had been lounging around the fort on
July 11 suddenly shot an arrow into the back of a negro boy,
a slave of Brevet Major W. T. H. Brooks, the post commander. ' A doubtful explanation of his conduct lay in a
current belief that Navaho custom called for the killing of
.a non-tribesman as a means of settling a marital dispute..
More than likely, however, the negro had irritated the Indian
in some way. ' But regardless of the motive, Major Brooks
demanded of a chief, Sarcillo Largo, that the guilty man be
surrendered on a charge of murder. That was the white·
man's view of the case. The chief would not, 'or could not
comply. The latter is the better interpretation of his con- .
duct because the Navaho had no tribal government worthy of "
the name., They were essentially individualistic, owing but
1.

J, L. Collins to A. B. Greenwood, 2/4/60, C399/60.
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a nominal allegiance to some group chieftain. Furthermore,
a killing from their point of view could be atoned for by a
, payment of goods, and they were willing to make payment
in this case. 2
On the 21st day of July, Major Brooks gave the Indians
twenty days from the date of the murder to deliver up the
killer. He had little confidence in the effect of his ultimatum
and wrote to the department commander recommending that
a campaign be undertaken in September or earlier.~ Perhaps
his action was partly motivated by. an underlying feeling of
irritation and contempt toward the Navaho. Whether other
factors played a part or not 'is difficult to say, but Governor
Rencher at least was skeptical and believed that the~e must
be some other reasons for precipitating hostilities. 4 However the Indians further stiffened the backs of the military
by bringing in a dead Mexican captive, whom they had killed
for the occasion, and trying to pass him off as the murderer.
The victim of the Indians' strategy happened to be known to
the officers.
In keeping with the views of Brooks, war broke out,
toward the end of summer. A premature fight occurred at
Bear Springs on August 29 under the leadership of Captain
George McLane, en 1'oute to Fort Defiance with a small force.
Judging from what he called "Indian signs" that Major'
Brooks had commenced hostilities, he had determined, if no
instructions were received from Fort Defiance to the contrary, to attack at sight the first party of armed Navaho
~hat crossed' his path. But if he had not taken this precipitate action war would have resulted anyway. ,The military
could not afford to lose prestige in the 'eyeS of the Indians
by not enforcing the ultimatum. Consequently, LieutenantColonel D. S. Miles in command of a punitive expedition of
310 men took the field on September 9. 5
2. Abraham Rencher to Lewis ciss, 10/16/58, 36 Congo 2 sess. Hse. Ex. Doc. 24.
VI, 4 (1097). See also C2068/59; Congo Globe, 3/19/66, 39 Congo 1 sesS. pt. 2, 1487.
3. Brooks to A. A. G., 7/15/58, 7/22/58. 35 Congo 2 sess. Sen. Ex. Doc. I,; II.
294·97 (975).
4. Rencher to Cass, 10/16/58, 36 Congo 2 sess, Hse. Ex. Doc. 24, VI, 4, (1097).
5. McLane to Miies, 9/2/58, 36 Congo 1 sess. Sen. Ex. Doc. 2, II, 275 (l024).
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From the military standpoint, the expedition under
Miles was just one of many Indian campaigns in the history
of New Mexico. He entered Canyon de Chelly, killed six
Indians, captured a few women, children, horses, and sheep,
and lost two soldiers killed and three wounded. 6 But in
regard to the management of the Indians, the war revealed
the weak point in the governmental machinery. There was
a divided responsibility between the Indian bureau and the
military department, and a loosenes~ in the funCtioning of
each. This led to mutual criticism and sometimes to lack
of cooperation, both within and between the two services.
Superintendent Collins believed that the war had been
precipitated unwisely, but found himself in the unpleasant
position of being forced to criticise both the military and his
own agent. He thought that the demand for the ·murderer
should have been made through the office of the superintendent. The absence of this formal procedure made the military
officially responsible, in his opinion, for the action taken.
The agent, S. M. Yost, had also erred. Detailed to Fort Defiance agency, he had accompanied McLane. Instead of acting as a moderating influence on that impetuous officer, he
had been an interested spectator of the fight at Bear Springs.
And to make the matter worse, that incident had occurred in
the face of instl-uetions issued by General John Garland that
no hostile movement should be made before Yost had arrived
at Fort Defiance and had held a council with his charges. 7
Colonel B. L. E. Bonneville succeeded General Garland
as departmental commander on September 16. He approached the Indian problem with the sword in one hand and
the olive branch in the other. He chided Miles for not at"

"

6. Miles to A. A. G., 9/10/58, 35 Congo 2 SesB. Sen. Ex~ Doc. I, II, 309-313 (975).
7. Collins, Annual Report, 9/27/58/. 35 Cong." 2 BeSB. Sen. Ex. Doc. I, I, 542ff
(974)". Collins to Greenwood, 2/4/60, C399/60. Collins to J. W. Denver, 3/27/59.
C2003/59. Collins to C. E. Mix, 11/29/58, CI815/59. McLane to MileB, 9/2/58, 36
Congo 1 sess. Sen. Ex. Doc. 2, II. 275 (1024).
Miles to A. A. G., 9/8/58, 35 Congo 2 BeSB. Sen. Ex. Doc. I, II, 307-09 (975). Miles to
A. G. 9/3/58, ibid., p. 298.
See bibliography under A. B. Bender for details of military operations in New
Mexico.
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tending a council that Yost held with the Navaho (without
results), but approved his conduct in taking the field on the
basis of the murder and substitution. He instructed him to
press the matter by active operation, but not to allow any
"opportunity of negotiating to escape the moment they manifest a sincere desire to comply with your demand." 8
A second force was put in the field in October under
Major Electus Backus, leaving Albuquerque on the 19th for
Fort Defiance, by way of San Isidro and Canyon de Chelly.
He was instructed to "destroy and drive" from the Tuni-chey
country '~every vestige" of the Navaho. But the major was
not quite so stern. Near Black Lake a party of Indians ap. peared on the. mesa ina peaceful attitude: "Hoping· for a
favorable result, I directed that they should not be disturbed...." Granting that this was a peace party, there was
also a hostile· party elsewhere, a distinction which the
friends of the Navaho claimed was a permanent condition..
The hostiles ran off sixty-two mules in October from the
post herd at Fort Defiance, killing two soldiers and wounding
four others. 9
The original cause of the war was soon lost sight of,
and a more general purpose of teaching the Navaho that they
must give up their old practice of depredating on the settlements was substituted. As Collins wrote in his annual report, "I have been less anxious
to secure a settlement of
the
. .
,
difficulty on account of the bad conduct of the Indians, anterior to the murder of Major Brooks' hoy, than for this im~
mediate offense." In 'achieving this aim no distinctiqn could
be made between the friendly Indians arid the ladrones because there was no way to separate them. Consequently, all
must suffer for the misdoings of the few. The only exceptions were a small group known as Sandoval's band that lived
near Ceb,olleta and had been on peaceful terms with the
settlers for many years. The Washington office agreed with
,

(

8. Bonneville to Miles, 9/23/58, 35 Congo 2 seSs. Sen. Ex. Doc. I, n, 315 (975r.
9. Bonnevile to Backus, 10/3/58, 35 Congo 2 sess.Sen. Ex; Doc. I, n, 320 (975).
Backus to Lane, Report, 11/19/58, 36 Congo 1 ses•. Sen. Ex. Doc. 2, n, 281 (1024).
Bonneville to Thoma., 10/23/58, ibid., p. 257.
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the sentiment of Collins that definitive results must be
attained. lO
The strength of the idea of a definitive campaign increased among the military officers in direct ratio to their
distance from the field of operations. Bonneville believed
that the Navaho wanted peace, but doubted that it would be
permanent and thought it better to "continue operations
until they shall feel more sensibJy the effect of their bad
conduct." Accordin,g to 'the secretary of war, there was to
be no let up in' the war "until the savages are brought absolutely under the yoke."11 On the other hand, the idea of
warfare held by Miles was not conducive to attaining the desired end. He believed that a campaign was only ·feasible in
the months between corn-growing time and cold weather
because the horses were dependent on the Navaho crops for
forage, and the lack of wood made a cold weather scout
inadvisable. 12
Peace was soon in the offing, but it was not to be secured
without some inharmonious sounds in the Indian service.
The agent had had an unhappy time at Fort Defiance.'There
were no offidal quarters provided by the. Indian bureau;
consequently the military played host. This was galling to
the pride of Yost, who was unduly sensitive about the dignity
of his position. Feeling that there w~s no need for his
services after having turned over to the army the responsibility for Indian management upon the outbreak of hostilities, he returned to the settlements. Collins tartly o!dered
him to return,. criticised him. for a false notion of a want of
indep·endence at Fort Defiance, and stated that an efficient
agent would have prevented the outbreak of war. 13
10. 9/27/58',.35 Congo 2 BesB.' Sen. Ex, Doc. 1, I, 542 (974). C. 1. A., Annual
11/6/58, RB 11, p. 9111. Bonneville to, Thomas, 11/14/58, 36 Congo 1 sess. Sen. Ex, Doc. 2, II, 268
(1024). Secretary of War, Annual Report, 1858, 35 Congo 2 sess. Sen.. Ex. Doc. 1, II,
5 (975).
12. Miles to Nichols, 9/10/58,35 Congo 2sess. Sen, Ex. Doc. 1, II, 309.313, (975).
13. Collins to Yost, 10/15/58, C1813/59. Yost to Collins, 11/6/58, and Collins
to Mix, 11/20/58, C1803/59.
Report,
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Yost returned to his a!5ency 'in a resentful mood, for a
short stay, and then added to the irritation of Collins by
taking the initiative in a movement for peace. Miles had
asked Bonneville to abandon the demand for the murderer.
In view of this, Yost decided to propose a peace conference
on the return of Miles from a fifteen days' scout. His intention created two questions: had the Navaho been sufficiently
chastised, and in which department of government lay the
responsibility for negotiating the peace. Collins thought
the responsibility belonged to the military as a war function.
But what was more important, if the war had been heedlessly entered into he thought that it should not' be ended
in the same manner. The Indians were deserving of a severe
lesson for long continued misbehavior, and a permanent
peace was highly desirable. The officers, as he stated, should
not grow tired of campaigning just because Christmas was
approaching. 14
To forestall mismanagement of the peace movement,
Bonneville and Collins put their heads together and decided
that they should assume direct control. They accordingly
instructed their respective subordinates to bring a delegation
of Navaho chiefs to Albuquerque for a conference, provided
that they evinced a sincere desire for peace, agreed to commit
no more depredations, and would follow the a:dvice of the
government in the future. 15 Meanwhile, Collins' fear of a
premature peace had been realized. Miles entered into a
thirty day armistice on November 20, essentially on the basis
of the status quo ante bellum.
The territorial citizens were the most personally con-:cerned in the Navaho situation because they had been the
real victims of the Indians'·misdoings. Governor Rencher,
the official representative of their interests, was critical of
both the military and Indian service officials for allowing
the war to break out, since the destruction of Indian crops
and stock tended to make them more dependent on maraud14. Collins to Yost. 11/19/58. CI803/59. Collins to Mix, 11/29/58, CI815/59.
15. Bonneville to Miles; 11/21/58, 36 Congo 1 sess. Sen. Ex. Doc. 2, II, 269 (1024 )".
Collins to Yost, 11/22/58, CI816/59.

THE FEDERAL INDIAN POLICY

/

229

ing for a living, despite the fact that such punishment was
designed to teach them to behave otherwise. 16 In his annu,al
message to the territorial legislature, he discussed the subject of Indian depredations at considerable length. The
legislature in, reply requested information in regard to 'the
progress of the war. The governor could not answer on the
basis of possessing official information, but he was no
stranger to the leaders in the other branches of the federal
. government in ;New Mexico and knew the ins and outs of
their policies. He explained the course of events down to
the time of the armistice, and then grew slightly sarcastic:
If, therefore, the Indians have been ~stigated
and humbled as our Indian Agent says they have,
we ought to be glad of it, because it is what ought
to be done, and if true, has certainly been done
without the effusion of 'much blood, and shows an
humble and submissive spirit on the part of the
Navajoes, which has not been thought heretofore
a part of their character.
He assured the legislators that the terms of the armistice·
would not be accepted by Collins 'and Bonneville as the basis
of peaceY
The plan to bring a delegation 'Of Indian chiefs' to the
settlements to talk peace was abandoned. Boimeville and
Collins journeyed to Fort Defiance and peace was concluded
on December 25, 1858. The terms were as follows: the Navaho
were, to restore or pay for the property taken since August
15, and if the indemnities were not paid the troops could
make reprisals in kind; the whole nation would be held responsible in the future for depredations; Pueblo Indian and
Mexican captives were to be surrendered and the Navaho
prisoners of war were to be released; the murderer of the
negro was not. demanded, it being understood that he had
gone to parts unknown and would not be given future
asylum:; the military retained the right to scout through the
16. Re;'cher to Cass, 10/16/58 and 11/29/58, 36 Congo 2 sess. Hse. Ex. Doc. 24, VI,
5 (1097). See also C1839/59.
. 17. Special Message, 12/17/58, New Mexico Executive Records, 1851-1867, p.
208-09.
.
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Navaho country, establish posts, and reserve necessary grazing and farming lands; Huero, elected head chief, would be
dealt with as the leader of the nation; and an eastern boundary for the Navaho country was agreed upon, running in a
direct line from Piscado Spring at the head of the Zuni river,
to Bear Springs near the Albuquerque-Fort Defiance road,
from there
to the ruins of the Escondido on the Chaco
river,
\
'
thence to the junction of the Chaco and San,Juan rivers. No
grazing or farming was to be permitted east of the line.18
The most important- features of the treaty were the attempt, to develop a sense of collective responsibility on the
part of the Navaho by rendering obedience to a single headchief, the delimitation of the territory they should occupy
with the idea of keepingthem at a suitable distance from the
settlements, and the rightsbf the troops, to make reprisals if
the indemnities were not paid.. In order to emphasize their
future status, the Indians were informed that "they must
either give up their habits of dishonesty and live as peace, able and quiet neighbors, or be driven from their country, if
not exterminated."19
Despite the reiterated statement of Collins that the military should assume the. responsibility for peace, the opposite
had occurred. Yost having'initiated the movement,Collins
was ,largely, instrumental in carrying it to compJetion. 20 He
was alterpiitely optimisticimd pessimistic about the ultimate
result. After comlpenting, "I think they will not wantonly
incur our displeasure again,'" he pointed out that all~ 'the
Navaho bands, for various reasons, were'not represented
in the peace council, and those pr'esent "were of the peace
party." "It may not therefore be prudent to 'place too much
reliance upon the evidence presented by the conduct of the
Indians who met us in council, tho' Armijo [another chief]
,

18, Articles of Peace, 12/25/58, C1885/59. or Y42/59. The Escondido is about,
fifteen miles west of the Pueblo Bonito ruins in Chaco Canyon.
19. Collins to Denver, 1/8/59, C1885/59.
'
20. Collins to Mix. 12/3/58. CI829/59. Bonneville. General Orders No. 11. 36
Cong: 1 sess. Sen. Ex, Doc. 2. II 273. (1024). Mix to Thompson, 7/14/60. RB 11.,p. 452.
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.told me that the desire for peace was universal in the
tribe...." 21
Bonneville concurred in the terms drawn. up, likewise
Governor Rencher, but the irritating Yost was not so satisfied. He maintained that the boundary line deprived the
Navaho of their best· lands, consequently they would be
forced to ignore it or become pensioners of the government.
He further charged that the many claims against the Indians
for stolen property should be directed at the Mexicans and
the Sandoval band, and that the main part of the tribe had
committed no depredations during the past six months. '~Be
cause they are wealthy it seems that the system is-to be officially recognized of making them the prey of every vagabond
who may be so wanting in conscience as to swear to a false- '
hood." 22 But the complaint of Yost was not entirely sound.
The evidence does not support his attack against the San~,
doval band. The charge against the Me~icans, however, was
a common one during the period of this study, and it was
'sometimes made against Anglo-Americans~ No doubt there'
was some truth in this accusation, but it cO,uld not have been
so one-sided as Yost would have us believe. The settlers in
the Rio Grande valley had had several decades of experience
with the Navaho raids and wer~ rightfully convinced of the
source of much, of their losses.. On the other hand, it was
not difficult to commit a theft in a frontier region and blame
it on the IndiaI).s without the falseness olthe charge being
discovered.
The superintendent and the agent soon came to the
parting of the ways. The ,crowning act of Yost was to reveal to the military officers at Fort Defiance some slighting
remarks that Collins had made about the campaign~ . Th'e
agent was also at odds with the governor. Collins lost all
confidence in his ability and usefulness: "He is really so
full of vanity, malace, arid most of the time of whiskey, that·
it makes him not only a fool, ,but renders him obnoxious to '
21.
22.

Collins to Denver, 1/8/59. C1885/59,
ColIins to Denver. 1/13/59, C1892/59.

Miles to Yost, 12/20/5l>. Y42/59.
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all well meaning men." He was granted a sixty day leave of
absence in April and left for a trip to his home in Missouri. 28
His career as agent illustrated certain weaknesses in: the
Indian service: a political appointee from the East, he found
it difficult to adapt himself to the frontier environment of
an Indian agency; and frequent changes in agents were not
conducive to the development of a smooth and efficient management of Indian affairs.
The appointment of R. Y. Cowart as agent in September, 1858, and his assi~ment to the Navaho in December,
continued the unsatisfactory situation which had existed
under Yost. The new incumbent had somehow acquired exaggerated ideas of the scope Of his work and perhaps also
the amount of "rake-off" to' be secured. He arrived in Santa
Fe with three assistants, having dropped a lucrative legal
practice at home to accept the appointment. He was soon
disillusioned about his new field and concluded that he could
not remain, although he did proceed to Fort Defiance, arriving February 24, 1859, for a short stay. He had readily
become a convert to the prevailing feeling that the Navaho
should be kept within definite boundaries and held respon:..
sible as a group for the misdoings of the few. Otherwise, he
was highly critical of the prevailing condition: "in my
humble judgment, the Government is but putting a plaster
on the surface of an ulcer, that sooner or later must destroy
-the wholesistem, unless' prompt an active measures are
taken in the premises, for almost all within is rotten to
putrafaction." 24
Collins sharply criticised the Washington office for the
appointment of Cowart because he favored the selection of
New Mexicans who would be more familiar with the Indians,
accustomed to the frontier, and yet equal in other respects
to the Eastern appointees: "If the Department was fully
aware of the great trouble and inconvenience that is occa28. Collins to Mix, 4/26/59, C2068/59 and 11/22/58, C1808/59. Collins to Denver,
8/81/59, C2018/59 and 1/13/59, C1892/59.
24. Cowart to J. Thompson, 1/8/59, C1896/59.
Collins to Mix 12/10/58,
J959/59.
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sioned by sending us inexperienced and inefficient men for
agents, I think they would certainly try to remedy the evil
in the appointments hereafter to be made."25 He was also
irritated by the failure, of .the new agent to file his bond before proceeding to his post of duty. But if another change
would please him, he s,oon had a chance to know, because
Cowart resigned and left Fort Defiance'in April: He might
have remained longer in the service if stationed at a more
congeni'al location such as Santa Fe, but he pulled political
wires for that purpose without effect because the one prerogative that the superintendent had was the assignment of
agents to their posts, even'if the appointments did originate
in Washington.
J
The frequent change Of agents led the military to assume greater responsibilities. Major O. S. Shepherd was
assigned to the. Fort Defiance command, }?ebruary 1,.1859,
with instructions to recognize the agent as the official to
whoni. the Navaho should look for guidance. The military
were forced to protect the settlements against raids, but no
offensive operations were to be ,undertaken without positive
orders. When Cowart left, new instructions were issued to
Shepherd. Matters in regard to the treaty were recognized
as belonging to the agent, but if the Navaho committed offenses in the absence of the agent the military were to secure
redress. When citizens followed up stolen stock and presented proper affidavits of their loss, the military should
make demands on the Indians for the property and use force
if necessary/to recover ft. 26
These instructions were not entirely pleasing to Collins.
He recognized the superiority of the Navaho to other Indians, the possibilities of civilizing them, and the harmful
effects of war, put he was a legalIst when it came to interpreting the law. Curr,ent losses were to .be prevented and
recouped, of course, but a treaty was a law and must be
obeyed to the last word. .And the treaty provided for in25. Collins to Greenwood, 6/4/59, C3007/59,
26. J. D. Wilkins to Shepherd, 2/1/59 and 4/20/59, 36 Congo 1 sess. Sen. Ex. Doc.
2, II, 296-297 (1024).
'
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demnities already past due which could be collected by force
if necessary. It was the duty of the military to enforce the
treaty, and that meant offensive action. The Navaho had
bound themselves to the principle of collective responsibility
and should be treated accordingly. Consequently, the peace
party was responsible for the behavior Of the ladrones. This
might be repugnant to justice and humanity, but he thought'
there was no alternative; neither in the terms of the treaty
nor in the realm of ideas could any other plan be found.
When Major Alexander Baker was appointed temporary
agent to the Navaho in April, he was instructed that the
terms of peace must be strictly insi~ted upon. 27 Thus the
military and civil officials were not entirely in harmony; and
unfortunately for the Navaho they also lacked unity and
harmony of 'action.
'
The winter passed quietly. It was a bad time for marauding expeditions anyway. But whether the inclement
weather or a change of ways had produced the calm, Collins
sent his clerk, John Ward, to.Fort Defiance in April, 1859, to
distribute presents. The Navaho had really earned their
gifts; besides remaining at peace for a short while, they had
returned about 100 sheep stolen on the Rio Puerco. But
they fell from grace the next month. Two complaints were
registered again.st them. The agent at Abiquiu, Albert H.
Pfeiffer, requested authority to raise an armed company to
punish some raiders. Henry Connelly reported that 3,000
shee.p had been stolen from Felipe Chaves in the Rio Abajo;
the Indians had passed the night with two herders and had
then killed them before taking leave with the flock. He
thought the savages should be taught their treaty obligations
and the murderers punished. 28
To check the incipient outbreak of hostilities, several
scouts were made through the Navaho country during the
summer. As fall approached, the civil officials became increasingly insistent on the enforcement of the treaty, while
27.
28.

Collins to Denver, 1/8/59, C1885/59. Collins to Baker, 6/12/59, C42/59.
Connelly to Collins, 5/13/59, and Pfeiffer 'toCoIlins, 5/15/59, C2087/59.
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the military could not be convinced of the need for a real
campaign. When the Simonson expedition was being fitted
out in May for a peaceful reconnaissance which the treaty
permitted, Collins believed that war could hardly be avoided.
, In addition to the scouting activities, several councils wer,e
held with the Navaho and they promised to restore stolen
property. But by Septe'mber the superintendent was of the
opinion that a, peaceful solution to the problem was impossible, and that strong measures should be adopted while
the troops were in force at Fort Defiance. 29 He emphasized
this view with the charge that the military seemed unwilling
to enforce the treaty whic_h called for counter reprisals: "The
whole object of the treaty turned upon this point. It was for
this that the Indians were left in the hands of the military.
They deserve no mercy at our hands, and should be taught
to expect none."30
The departmental commander was not to be stampeded
into action. After all, the officers of the Indian service were
more directly sensitive to the public demand for redress of
gl'ievances and might be expected to be restive under a conciliatory policy which produced inadequate results. The
military, on the other hand, were farther removed officially
from the public sentiment. They emphasized the point that
the large majority of the Navaho were in favor of peace.
:Bonneville estimated the number of ladrones. as, low as
, eighteen or twenty. They would appear in the settlements
as friends, perhaps stay overnight, and suddenly disappear
with property. That was certainly annoying, but hard to
stop, like individual thieving in the white man's society.
Moreover, he attributed the unsettled state of affairs in part
to the frequent change in agents, and definitely opposed war.
A campaign he believed would convert 10,000 self-sustaining
people into robbers obliged to live by stealing, or into dependents upon the charity of the government. Thus the futility;
29. Collins, Annual Report, 9/17/59, 86 Congo 1 sess. Sen. Ex. Doc. 1, I, 716
(1028). Collins to Greenwood, 5/29/59, C2099/59.
80. Annual Report, 9/17/59, 86 Congo 1 sess. Sen. Ex. Doc. 1, I, 707 (1028).
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of expecting the Navaho to adopt the practice of collective
responsibility was recognized. 31 . His argument was certainly
sound in theory, but still the fact remained that the treaty
was not respected, losses were still occurring, and claims
were piling up against the government. 32
Silas F. Kendrick was appointed July 1, 1859, as successor to Cowart. At the same time Simonson was instructed
to take possession of any flock of sheep when requested to do
so by the agent, and to punish Indians guilty of theft. . But
no general war. was to be started except by order from. the
department commander unless the Indians started a general
uprising. 33 At this point the secretary of war intervened:
It is not deemed advisable that even isolated
attacks on the Indians shall depend rigidly on an intimation of the Indian agent. The authority and
influence of the agent must be sustained, but the
commander himself, in the absence of orders from
higher authority, will judge whether the circumstances require that the Indians, or particular parties of them, shall be punished, and the responsibility of the decision must rest solely on him. 34 -

Kenrick attempted to settle the difficulties arising from
non-observance of the treaty by direct negotiation. He held
three councils with the Indians in September. The number
in attendance varied from about 400 to' 1,000. The agent
demanded the payment of the claims, amounting to about
$14,000, and the surrender of the -murderers of the two
Mexican herders. The Navaho had returned stock to the
value of about ;LOper cent of the claims and now complained
that they were unable to pay any more. Moreover, they presented unpaid claims for'losses sustained from retaliatory
raids. They also contended that they were not responsible
for the conduct of their bad men. The climax to the nego81. BonneviIle to Thomas, 8/14/59 and 8/31/59, 36 Congo 1 sess. Sen. Ex. Doc.
2, II, 310, 313f (1024). Simonson and Shepherd were of the same general opinion.
Ibid., p. 311, 327.
.
32. Greenwood to James Harlan, 1/23/59, LB 61, p. 385.
33. Wilkins to Simonson, 8/12/59, 36 Congo 1 sess. Sen. Ex. Doc. 2, II, 312, (1024).
34. J. B. Floyd, 36 Congo 1 sess. Hse. Ex. Doc. 69, IX, 27. (1051).
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tiations was a thirty-day ultimatum for· the restoration of
the balance of the property due under the terms of the treaty.
The period of grace elapsed on October 25. Kendrick, under
instruction froin his superior, made a formal demand on
Major Shepherd for military enforcement of the treaty.35
If the superintendent was insistent upon the' enforcement of the treaty, he was not so legalistic in other'respects.
As Simonson justly pointed out, the value of claims against
the Navaho was not established on' the' testimony of those
who had suffered the losses; there was no adjudication by an
impartial body; and a war to collect them afforded the op. portunity for 'private parties to depredate under a guise of
,legality. He protested against a general war to ~nforce
proper behavior on the part of the few wrong-doers. 36 But
the prospects of plunder for some, and protection for others,
would naturally make the policy of the civil department for
the enforcement of the treaty more popular than the reluctance of the military'to wage war.
'
) Meanwhile, an incident occurred in October that pre-:cipitated hostilities. In response to another complaint, a
small force was sent after the Navaho raiders. If unsuccessful, Major Shepherd was instructed to take all available
force from Fort Defiance and strike an effective blow at the
Indians in that vicinity, sufficiently hard to put an end to
depredations. This was not, however, to result in a general war, The major protested ang. advanced several objections to obeying the orders: the thirty-day ultimatum had
not expired, a general war would result, the. whereabouts
of the guilty ones was uncertain, the peaceful ones would
suffer, winter was approaching, the settlements would suffer
from Indian attacks, "and here I may with propriety add,
that I am not unaware that the mouthing polltician and the
land warrant speculators, in office as well as those out, crave
the very state of 'things of which I suggest an avoidance;"
there are idle and vicious men in every town who desire en35, Kendrick to Shepherd. 10/25/59, C249/59. Kendrick to Collins, 2/25/60,
C492/60.
,
Simonson to Wilkins, 9/20/59, 36 Con. 1 sess. Sen.. Ex. Doc. 2, 11,341, (1024).

36.
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rollment as volunteers for plunder. But the orders were
carried out; two Indians were killed and six wounded. 37
Colonel Thomas T. Fauntleroy succeeded Bonneville as
department commander, October 15, 1859, and adopted a
cautious policy. He withdrew the troops from the field because of the approaching winter and to allow himself time
to study the problem before embarking on a serious campaign. The claims that had accumulated against the Navaho
were viewed with suspicion. They were considered in many
cases to be wholly fabricated or exaggerated, and if they
were sufficient cause for war, then "the cause for war be:..
comes interminable, or the Indians must be exterminated."
These claims should either be repudiated entirely or properlyadjudicated.
The troops should be employed in the defense
of the Territory, giving immediate protection to
life and property within the same, and carrying
war into the enemy's country, only in instant pursuit for depredations committed, or making inva..
sions in case of murder, when of a character, and
under circumstances which evince a general hostile
feeling, or for the enforcement of the delivery of
offenders in case of these murders. 38
His views sounded well on·paper, but had been,a failure
in practice in the past. The military had had poor success
in immediate pursuit of raiders, and had failed to secure the
murderer in the campaign of 1858. Furthermore, they
aroused the ire of Collins and the people who believed that
the treaty of 1858 had not been properly enforced. The
37. Shepherd to Wilkins, 10/14/59, 86 Congo 1 sess. Hse. Ex. Doc. 69, IX, 8·9, 14
(1051). WiLkins to Shepherd, 10/2/59, 36 Congo 1 sess. Sen. Ex. Doc. 2. II, 340 (1024).
It was a nip·and·tuckaffair to secure property indemnity. Shepherd captured 65
horses, including a crippled mare with foal, and 136 goats. They were started for the
Rio Grande with an escort. The first night out the Indians stampeded all but 19 of the
horses; the soldiers were forced to kill the mare, six more gave out on the march, the
foal was left at Algodones, and the remaining 12 were turned over to Collins at Santa
Fe. Kendrick to Collins, 2/25/60, C492/60.
The Navaho stole a flock of sheep from the post at Defiance. Shepherd to Wilkins,
11/19/59,36 Congo 1 sess. Hse. Ex. Doc. 69, IX, 15, 18 (1051).
38. Fauntleroy to Thomas, 11/6/59, 36 Congo 1 sesa. Hse. Ex. Doc. 69, IX, 10-11
(1051).
.
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superintendent insisted that the claims that had been presented were just and that the military should collect them. 39
- The commissioner of Indian affairs echoed the views of Collins: the Navaho "will probably have to be more thoroughly
, chastised in order to impress upon them a proper sense of
their treaty obligations ..." 40
Governor Rencher discussed the situation in his message to the legislature in December and recommended that
each settlement organize a company for its own defense. 41
The legislators, however, were interested in something more
than self-defense. They addressed a joint resolution to the
governor asking for more deta~led information about the
status of the Navaho and the enforcement of the treaty.
Several resolutions of censure were introduced, directed at
the military and Indian officials.42 In obedience to the joint
resolution, Rencher wrote to Collins and Fauntleroy for official statements of Indian affairs. The superintendent .re.,
plied, but the commandant was not so obliging.
In his reply to Rencher, Collins reviewed the Indian
situation for the past several years, reiterated his chronic
complaint that the military should have followed a firm and
just policy of enforcement of the treaty, and emph~sized the
significance of the provision for reprisals: "These were the
strong points in the treaty upon which I relied to produce
an effect upon the Indians, as well as to do justice to the
citizens for the losses sustained by them."43
Fauntleroy finally matured his views as to a plan of
action. A general reorganization ·of the military defenses
in the Department of New Mexico was proposed. This in~
eluded the abandonment. of Fort Defiance and the location
of a new· post at Ojo del Oso (Bear Springs), about forty
miles to the southeastward on the main route to Alb.uquerque.
A request was made for ten companies of volunteers, or an
39.

40.
41.
'42.
43.

Collins to Fauntleroy, 12/4/59, C310/60.
Annual Report, 11/26/59, RB 11, p. 274.
New Mexico, Executive Records, 1851..1867, p. 227.
Collins to Greenwood, 2/4/60, C399/60.
Collins to Rencher, 1/21/60, C399/60.
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additional regiment of regular troops, and. permission to
secure the services of 300 Ute Indians, inveterate foes of the
Navaho. Ifa general war then became necessary, he promised that "the Navajoe difficulties will never be again heard
of." 44 In accomplishing this end he objected to the practice
of independent companies taking the field. He refused to
sanction them or to furnish ammunition for their use.
The policy of Fauntleroy placed him under a cross fire
of criticism. His request for volunteers met with popular
favor; perhaps, as Collins suggested, because it was due
to the influence of men, "some of whom are well known to
you [Greenwood], who have been engaged in speculating in
Land Warrants. These men have been constantly courting
his favor ...."45 On the other hand his opposition to independent expeditions led Rencher to carry that issue to Washington, but the secretary of war sustained his subordinate.
Because of lack of funds, an increase in the regular troops
was authorized rather than the enrollment of volunteers. 46
Collins was critical of the proposal to employ the Ute
Indians against the Navaho. The previous spring he had
tried to patch up the chronic feud between the two groups by
bringing .them together in a peace meeting. He considered
war unfortunate because it ~revented the Navaho from
planting; a condition which made them more dependent on
the government, and "evil disposed Mexicans take advantage
of it to commit thefts on the credit of the Indians."47
Meanwhile, the friction which had developed between
the superintendent and cOJI.lmandant had its counterpart at
Fort Defiance. Kendrick had the ~ame complaint to make
44. Fauntleroy to Thomas, 1/29/60, 36 Congo 1 sess. Hse. Ex. Doc, 69, IX, 29
(1051). Collins to Greenwood, 4/8/60, C502/60.
Bender, UFrontier Defense in the Territory of New Mexico, 1853~1861," in Ne'Lp
Mexico Historical Review, IX, 368 (Oct., 1934) contains a detailed account of the pian
of reorganization.
45. Collins to Greenwood, 2/10/60, C413/60, and 2/12/60, C412/60.
46. Rencher to secretary of state, 2/4/60, 36 Congo 2 sess. Hse. Ex. Doc. 24, VI,
8 (1097). Townsend to Fauntleroy, 2/25/60, 36 Congo 1 sess, Hse. Ex. Doc. 69, IX, 40
(1051). New Mexico, Executive Records, 1851-1867, p. 250
47. Collins to Denver, 3/14/59, C1985/59.
Collins to Greenwood, 2/10/60,
C413/60.
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about conditions at the post as Yost and Baker had made. It
was humiliating to ask favors of the military, which, as he
said, were often granted with scant courtesy. The Indian
bureau could have ended this difficulty by building suitable
quarters for the agent but had delayed doing so because of
the unsettled condition of the Navaho. An attempt was now
made to remedy the situation by a request to the department
of war that suitable quarters be allotted for the' use of the
agent and that he be permitted to buy supplies at army
prices. 48
'
But a more serious difficulty developed. 'Shepherd had·
ordered a flogging for a friendly.Indian courier because he
held in his possession an army rifle. On January 18, 1860,
another unfortunate incident occurred in regard t9 an Indian who had entered the post for a conference. The agent
. protested against arbitrary conduct on the ,part of the military and the troublesome question of jurisdiction arose.
Shepherd ordered Kendrick to hold no more conferences
with the Indians without permission because they were in a
state of war, otherwise he must leave the post. The reply
of the agent was not framed in such language as'to promote
good feelings: "If your note is intendelj as a threat, I pass'
it by unnoticed as the ox would the passing fly that should
PElrchance light upon his horn. I will discharge my duty as
agent regardless of consequences."49
,
In view of this quarrel, Collins ordered Kendrick to
leave Fort Defiance. His usefulness there was considered
at an end because the Indians dared not enter the post, and
no hope was felt of winn.ing their confidence, until quarters
could be provided elsewhere for the agent. Shepherd had
now become a persona non grata to Collins and he declined'
to detail another agent to the Navaho until a change in command had been made: "I do suppose a more contemptable
fellow than Majr Shepherd has never disgraced the army, and
48. Kendrick to Collins, 11/20/59, C254/59. Greenwood to Collins, 12/29/59, LB
62. P. 365.
49. Kendrick to Shepherd, 1/20/60, and Kendrick to Collins, 1/23/60, C398/60.
Kendrick to Collins, 2/25/60, C492/60.
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certainly none could be less qualified to be placed in command
of a Post so important as that of Defiance."5o
Kendrick spoke with prophetic vision when he said that
no security could now be expected against the Navaho "until
they have been thoroughly conquered and humiliated." 51 The
Indians strengthened this view by their increasing boldness.
In February they ran off a flock of 30,000 sheep, east of the
Rio Grande near Socorro. The troops from Fort Craig with
the aid of volunteers recovered part of the flock with a loss
of life on both sides. The Navaho also attacked the herds at
Fort Defiance, fought the wood parties, and even made a
direct attack in May on the post; they were only beaten off
with difficulty, actually gaining access into the interior! The
very capital of the Territory was regarded with contempt;
stock was run off within sight of Santa Fe in broad daylight,
"bearding the lionin his den."52
Fauntleroy declined to undertake a general campaign
and adhered to his views of November. Collins criticised
him for inaction, public indignation increased,and despite
the opposition of the commandant, volunteer expeditions
were organized to invade the Navaho country. The attorneygeneral for the Territory, S. M. Baird, wrote: "Our condition is becoming truly desperate and no dawn of relief from
the Commandant. He could have fiddled with a Grace while
Rome was b~urning, if he had been there and I wish to God
he had." 53 .
The deadlock was finally broken in July by orders from
Washington. The impertinence of the Navaho in attacking
Fort Defiance led Shepherd to advise that "The post ought
never to be abandoned until a lasting peace is beaten into
50. Collins to Greenwood, 2/5/60, C398/60, and 3/30/60, C492/60.
51. Kendricks to Collins, 2/25/60,C 492/60.
52. Santa Fe Weekly Gazette, ,7/18/60, in C640/60.
The Gazette was owned- by Collins and edited by John T. Russell who had been appointed Indian agent in November, 1859. He was assigned temporarily to the Pueblos
and given the extra task of editing. The paper was anti-Republican at this time. See
Collins to Greenwood, 8/14/60, C737/60. Gazette, 2/2/61, in L69/63. Thompson to
Greenwood, 11/5/59, 149/59. Collins to Greenwood, 1/29/60, C343/60.
53. Baird to Editor ( of Gazette), 7/14/60 and 6/26/60, in C640/60. Collins to
Greenwood, 1/7/60, C310/60.
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these Indians, who already -believe that we are afraid of
them, judging, doubtless of our inaction in not assuming the
offensive." On the basis of this incident, the secretary of war
ordered Fauntleroy to start active operations. He made the
significant suggestion that a winter campaign would be best,
but left the matter to the discretion of the department
commander.54 '
Fauntleroy entered upon his task with reluctance:
The unfortunate relations which have rendered these operations necessary, and which will
probably occasion much suffering to all concerned
in them, may be justly attributed in part to a system of retaliatory and predatory incursions, which
have been carried on by the people of this Territory
against the Navajoes for some time past, and which
has been sanctioned by the territorial governor.55
Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel E. R. Canby was assigned
to the command of the field operations and additional troops
were brought in from Utah. A short six weeks' campaign
was planned for October and November. The rigors of a
New Mexico winter were still regarded as a, bar to war in
that season; if necessary, another blow could be struck in
the spring. The secretary of war disapproved of such tactics; he believed that the proper way was a winter campaign
by infantry traveling light in small parties, with the object
of inspiring fear by a few' decisive blows to kill. Furthermore, the Indian horses should be captured, but their sheep
and other supplies should not be distu,rbed except for supplying the troops,because wanton destruction of property
would impoverish the Navaho, turn them all into robbers,
and make necessary their extermination. Once subjugated,
a firm, just course would ensure peace. This was a very
sensible plan, but a winter campaign was to await a sterner
man than Fauntleroy.56
54. Shepherd to Wilkins, 5/7/60, 36 Congo 2 sess. Sen. Ex. Doc. 1, II, 55, (1079).
Floyd to Fauntleroy, 7/9/60, ibid., P. 60.
55. Fauntleroy to Thomas, 9/9/60, ibid., p. 66.
'56. Fauntleroy to Thomas, g/26/60, and A. G. to Fauntleroy, 10/29/60, 36 Congo
2 sess. Sen. Ex. Doc. 1, II, 63, 68 (1079).
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Private initiative had not waited upon the military for
leadership. Miguel E'-Pino and Manuel Chaves led a force
of about 400 into the Navaho country in the spring. Another
party of about fifty suffered heavy losses in a fight with the
Indians near Laguna Grande in July. Ramon Baca arrived
the next day with 300 men and turned the tables on the
victors. 57 Other people agitated for a regiment of volunteers.
Governor Rencher was unsympathetic toward this move because he thought that there were sufficient troops for a campaign and,furthermore, volunteers would not be paid by the
government unless the department commander called for
such aid. But he did offer to accede to public opinion 'if the
people would pay the expenses of the regiment.
Fauntleroy, of course, was opposed to such aid unless
under federal control, but th~move for local action was not
ended; "Urged on by a few ambitious or interested leaders ... ," a public meeting on August 27 resolved to take the
matter "into their own hailds."58 As a result, forces were
raised and moved against the Indians. Secretary of War
Cass suggested that they be prosecuted for violation of the
law, but Rencher thought that such a course was practically
impossible and believed that the remedy lay in orders from
the proper department in Washington: "But for a few interested speculators;' backed by some federal officers, these
unauthorized expeditions would never, in my opinion, have
been organized; because,in the ,main, the Mexicans are a
law abiding people." 59
Collins was one of the "federal officers." His sub-agent
at Abiquiu, AlbertH. Pfeiffer, led a party of Mexicans and
Ute Indians against the Navaho, captured some stock and
tooka number of captives. The superintendent also changed
his mind about authorizing the use of the Ute as auxiliaries
for the regular troops. This was due to several reasons. His
efforts at promoting peace between the two tribes had not
57.

Gazette. 7/18/60, in C640/60.
Rencher to Cass, 9/4/60, 36 Congo 2 sess. Hse. Ex. Doc. 24, VI, 12-13 (1097),
and Rencher, Address to Public, 8/20/60,.,
59. Rencher to Casso 11/10/60. ibid•• p. 16.

58.
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met with success, and they were now fighting. Furthermore,
he was still seeking that will-o'-the-wisp, a decisive campaign.
Since the regular troops moved slowiy, and the season was
already advanced, he hoped that the Ute would hasten matters and secure the desired end. He .was still conscious of
his' d::ty to promote the welfare of his charges, but sometimes one more straw will break the camel's back: "I have
to a great degree lost all sympathy for them and look forward to their thorough chastisement as our only relief from
their incursions." . If well punished, he thought the Navaho
would then be more amenable to adopting the ways of the
civilized white man. To make this more certain, the last
resource of the Territory was drawn upon, the Pueblo Indians were enlisted. 60
Despite the large preparations made to chastise the
Navaho, the campaign proved as indecisive as the previous
.ones. With the approach of winter, an armistice was arranged and the troops were withdrawn from the field. The
non-aggressive Navaho submitted unconditionally and promised to make war on the ladrones, to remain west of Fort
Fauntleroy, and as soon as practicable to locate in settled
communities. To test the sincerity of the Indians, Fauntleroy admonished the public to make no further attacks
-during the armistice. 61 .
The armistice and the desire of Fauntleroy were equally
futile in ending the difficulties. The formal cessati9n of hostilities was continued in effect all during the year 1861 be-·
cause of the uncertainty of conditions arising from the outbreak of the Civil War. 62 But illegal attacks were made on
the Indians and they retaliated by raiding the settlements,
or perhaps vice versa: Both sides claimed the other had
. broken the peace agreement. It was impossible t6'fixspecific
responsibility because the trouble makers were the few on
each side and their suppressIon constituted the crux of the
60.

62.

Collins, A ......

Collins to Greenwood, 9/8/60, C733/60, and 9/16/60, C741/60.

nual Report, 9/24/60, 36 Congo 2 sess. S~n. Ex. Doc. 1, I, 383 (1078).
61. Fauntleroy to Rencher, 2/27/61, in Gazette, C991/61.
Collins to Dole, 9/7/61, C1358/61.

.
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problem. If the ladrones could be controlled by the peace
party among the Navaho, and popular opinion with the aid
of authority could stop the plundering expeditions of the
settlers, the two races would be at peace.
During this period of official inactivity, the sentiment in
favor of drastic and decisive action grew. The new territorial governor, Henry Connelly, expressed himself
strongly: despite the efforts of Spain, Mexico, and the
United States the Indians "yet remain the same enemies to
God and to man, to civilization and peaceful industry which
they were found to be when first brought into contact with
cp.ristian c()mmunities.'" He criticised ,the go~ernment for
its inaction based on "prevalence of a sickly sentimentality
-a false philanthropy-in the mind of the people of the
more populous States now secured from Indian contact and
depredation ... ," and recommended that the government
use its power to restrict the Indians within proper limits
and either maintain them as paupers, teach them
the arts of civilized life, and oblige them to sustain
themselves, or on the other hand exterminate them.
The earth was given to man so that by the sweat of
his brow he should draw subsistence therefrom.
Such is the Divine command, and those who obey it
not, must taste of the bitter fruits of disobedience.
Under this injunction the Indians has rights as
well as the civilized portion of mankind. 63
The department commander was in agreement with the
governor, but was inclined to place a bit more of the responsibility for the situation 'on the shoulders of 'the people. It
was their moral'responsibility, he believed, to put an end to
marauding expeditions and thereby make more possible a
satisfactory solution to the problem. But perhaps that possi~
bility had already passed:
Recent occurrences in the Navajo country ...
have so demoralized and broken up that nation, that
there is now no choice between their absolute extermination or their removal and colonization at

---63. Henry Connelly, 12/4/61, Executi",. Records, 1851-1867,

p. 281.
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points so remote from the settlements as to isolate
them entirely from the inhabitants of the
Territor~.64

The plan of' establishing fixed boundaries for the
,Navaho was provided for in the treaty of 1858, but now the
idea of removal had been advanced. And as the plan for
collective responsibility had broken down, ,an attempt was
now to be made to distinguish between the peaceful Navaho
and tl).e ladrones. The troublemakers were marked out for
definite punishment just as soon as the military could find
the opportu'nity.65
On this basis the situatioI,1 continued unchanged duringthe spring and summer of 1862. The military were too occupied with the Texan invasion to do more than try to catch
Indian marauders before they could escape to their mountain
fastnesses with their plunder. 66 But with the arrival of a
new commander in the department, strong and drastic
measures were adopted that were to prove the ultimate
solution of the Navaho problem.
64. Canby to A. A. G., 12/1/61, R. R. Series I, vol. 4, p. 77.
Canby apparently referred to a fight that occurred at Fort Fauntleroy in September, 1861. The post offi~ers and the Navaho staged a horse race, a dispute arose Over
the outcome and a fight resulted.
Colonel W. W. Loring had assumed command of the Department of New Mexico,
March 3, 1861. He resigned and left Santa Fe, June 11, leaving Major E. R. S. Canby
in charge. Ibid., Series I, vol. 1, p. 599,606.
65. Canby to Connelly, 11/22/61, R. R., Series I, vol. 4, p. 75-76.
66. Under the territorial law of January 13, 1859, the Justice' of the Peace was
required to report. Indian depredations to the Probate Judge, who in turn reported to
the Territorial Assembly. New. Mexico, Revised Statutes, 1865.
For the year 1862 the depredations reported from nine counties were as follows:
62 persons killed, 34 wounded, 7 captured; stock stolen, 684 horses, 2,599 cattle, 254
mules, 30,841 sheep, 974 burros, 32 other animals; total cost $340,405.17. New Mexico
Legislative Assembly, House Journal, 1863, p. 185.
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CHAPTER II
THE CARLETON POLICY
RIGADIER-GENERAL James H. Carleton succeeded Canby as

B commander of the Department of New Mexico, September 18, 1862, and he soon laid plans to solve the Indian problem. Because of the limited military resources, the tribes
were dealt with one at a time. The Mescaleros were the first
to feel his hard hand; the majority of them being subdued by
the end of the year and removed to Fort Sumner. The neXt
in order were the Navaho. In preparation for their chastisement, Fort Wingate was established in the spdng in accordance with the plan of Fauntleroy.
.
These measures moved a group of eighteen Navaho
chiefs to visit Santa Fe. In the meeting that resulted, Carleton explained his policy in no uncertain terms:
I told them that they could have no peace until
they would give other guarantees than their word
that the peace should be kept; to go home and tell
their people so; that we had no faith in their promises; that if they did not return we should know
they had chosen the alterp.ative of war; that in this
event the consequences rested on them. 2
The pith of the statement lay in the phrase, "other guarantees than their word.". The futility of treaties was thus recognized and some other method was to be employed to control the nomad; but meanwhile, war was considered a necessary preliminary: .
It may be set down as a rule that the 'Navajo
Indians have long since passed that point when
talking would be of any avail. They must be
whipped and fear us before they will cease killing
and robbing the people.3
1.
Weekly
2.
3.
"It

Carleton to Col. J. F. Chaves, 10/12/62, A. G. 0., LS 13, p. 4. Rio Abejo
Press, 4/28/63, 6/23163.
Carleton to Thomas, 12/20/62, J. S. C., 1867, p. 103.
Carleton to· Brig. Gen. Lorenzo Thomas, 2/1/63, R. R. Ser. I, vol. 15, p. 670.
would be difficult to tell what means had not been tried in the process [of sub-
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This s.entiment was concurred in by the Indian bureau and
the territorial executive.
Late in the spring of 1863, the policy of Carleton had
begun to take more definite shape. .The friendly Navaho
were to be separated from the unfriendly. Those who wanted
. peace were to be sent to the Bosque Redondo, where they .
would be protected until the war was over. By September
his plan was fully formulated; the "other guarantee" had
been decided upon. The· Bosque Redondo was to be the
permanent abode of the whole Navaho nation; the reservation policy was to be put into force qn a grand scale:
The purpose I have in view is to send all cap..:
tured Navajoes and Apaches to that point [Bosque
. Redondo], and there to feed and take care of them
until they have opened farms and become able to
support themselves, as the Pueblo Indians of New.
Mexico are doing. Removal should be the "sine
qua non" of peace.
.
The knowledge of the perfidy of these Navajoes, gained after two centuries of experience, is
such as to lead us to put no faith in their promises.
They have no government to make treaties; they
are a patriarchal people. One set of families may
make promises, but the other set will not heed them.
. They understand the direct application of force as .
a law, if its application be removed that moment
they become lawless. This has been trij:!d over and
over again, and at great expense. The purpose
now is, never to relax the application of force with
a people that can no more be trusted than the wolves
that run through the mountains. To collect them
together, little by little, on to a reservation, away
from the haunts, and hills, and hiding places of
their country; there be kind to them; there teach
their children how to read and write; teach them
the arts of peace; teach them the truth of Christianity. Soon they will acquire new habits, new
duing the Navajoes]; there were fighting, feeding, coaxing, arguments, presents, and
treaties, until money, argument and patience were equally exhausted, and a ~N8vajo
treaty' had pasBed into the same category of intangibles with 'Punic faith'-bEicame a
byword and a joke.!' George Gwyther, "An Indian Reservation," in Overland Monthly.
X, 124 (Feb., 1873). Gwyther was an army medical officer, stationed at Fort Sumner.
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ideas, and new modes of life; and the old Indians
will die off, and carry with them all latent longings
for murdering and robbing.... Even until they can
raise enough to be self-sustaining, you can feed
them chea,per than you can fidht them.
You will observe that the Bosque Redondo is
far down the Pecos, on the open plains, where the
Indians can have no lateral contract [contact]
with settlers. If the government will only set apart
a reservation of forty miles square, with Fort Sumner, at the Bosque Redondo, in the centre, all the
good land will be covered, and keep the settlers a
proper distance from the Indians. There is no place
in the Navajo country fit for a reservation; and
even if there were, it would not be wise to have it
there, for in a short time the Indians would steal
away into their. mountain fastnesses again, and
then, as of.old, would come a new war, and so on
'ad infinitum.
I know these views ar~ practical and humane
-are just to the suffering people, as well as to the
aggres~ive, perfidious, butchering Navajoes. 4 ·

Carleton might have added, as he did the following year,
that his decision to remove the Navaho from their mountain
fastnesses was strengthened by the mining development in
Arizona. }>rospectors were invading the region north of
the Gila river arid "the fact that every stream coming from
it is known to be-gold bearing"5 justified the location of Fort
Whipple in the fall of 1863 to protect the miners. With the
removal of the Navaho from the immediate vicinity Of the
route along the 35th parallel, the road to the mining region
would be safe, and an influx of miners would follow. On the
assumption that Arizona .would remain primarily a mining
region and New Mexico would continue as a stock raising
country, the new territory would constitute a market for
the products of New Mexico. Furthermore, with the' route
to the west safe, stage lines and a railroad would be con4.
5.

'Carleton to Thomas, 9/6/63, 38 Congo 1 sess. Hse. Ex. Doc. 1, III, 230, (1182).
Allyn to Carleton, 4/7/64, Gazette, 6/4/64.
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structed hecause of the superior all-year climate in the southwest for transcontinental travel. 6
The Navaho, of course, did not take kindly to the idea
. that Carleton had in mind. In a conference held at Cubero
about May 1, he informed the chiefs, Delgadlto and Barbonciito, of the plan for removal of the friendly members of the
tribe. Barboncito not only refused to go, but also refused to
fight if attacked. But as Colonel Chaves laconically wrote,
"when it comes to the pinch he will fight run or go to Bosque
Redondo." 7 And they soon had to make their choice, because Colonel Christopher Carson was ordered on June 15
to establish Fort Canby at the Pueblo Colorado and prosecute
the war. The peaceful Navaho were given until July 20 to
surrender voluntarily and go to their new home. 8
Carson took the field in August with a force of v'olunteers. Their zeal was stimulated by the offer of $20 prize
money for every horse or mule captured from those who did
not voluntarily surrender, and of· $1 per head for sheep.
This was displeasing to the Indian service officials, but
Carleton was working for a definite solution of -the problem,
and confiscation of enemy supplies is a legitimate weapon of
war. Whatever could not be taken by the troops was destroyed, especially the corn fields and peach orchards. In
one other respect, a change was made in the traditional
methods of fighting. Captive children taken by the Ute
Indians could not be sold to the Mexicans to be held in
slavery ; all prisoners were to be sent to the Bosque Re'dondo. 9
The results of the campaign appeared slowly at first.
During the late summer and fall, scouts accomplished little
except destruction of property, the killing of a few Indians,
6. Carleton to the people of New Mexico, 12/16/64, Gazette, 1/21/65. Ibid.,
6/11/64, 7/2/64.
"It is well known that the principal actor'in the farce [the Bosque Redondo], and
many of the advocates, are largely interested in mines in Arizona." The New
Mexican, 10/28/64. This 'newspaper was anti-Carleton; the Gazette was pro-Carleton.
7. Chavez to Collins, 5/4/63, C264/63. Chavez was commander at Fort Wingate.
8. Carleton to Chaves and Carson; 6/23/63, S. J. C., p. 116, 245.
, 9. Carleton to Carson, 8/18/63, R. R., Ser. i, pt. I, vol. 26, p.235. Dole to Usher,
12/23/63, RB 13, p. 267.
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and the gaining of a more detailed knowledge of the country.
However, a party of fifty-one from the peaceful Sandoval
band was sent to the Bosque Redondo in September, and Delgadito with another party of 188 joined them in November.
But the winter months were to produce the decisive results.
Whereas former commanders had withdrawn the troops
from the field at the approach of bad weather, Carleton was
not to be deterred by any such obstacle. In August he had
advised Carson that "The value of time cannot be too seriously considered. Make every sting draw. .Much is expected of you, .both here and in Washington." 10 When the
Indians ran off part of the mule herd of the troops, in December, the instructions were not to delay the planned expedition for Canyon de Chelly: "Now, while the snow is deep,"
was the time to strike. If the troops were not willing to
suffer privations, such as campaigning on foot in winter
with three or four days rations and blankets, the Indians
would get the best of the contestP
. Carson was a worthy field-commander for a chief like
Carleton. As early as October he recognized that a winter
campaign on foot would be necessary, because the horses
could not endure the severe work. And a month later he
wrote, "I will venture to assert that no troops of the United
States have ever before been called upon to endure as many
hardships as did the men of my command" on a scout west
of the Oraibi villages. i2 This statement might sound a bit
boastful; but it was no boy's play that had" been entered
upon. 13
10. 8/7/63, A. G. 0., LS 13, 'p. 630.
11. Carleton to Carson, 12/31/63, S. J. C., p. 154.
12. Carson to Cutler, 12/6/63, R. R., Ser. I, pt. 1, vol. 26, p. 255.
13. "His scout to the unexplored country west of Little Red River [Little Colorado], is unparalleled in indian or civilized warfare, and no other detachment of U. S.
troops has encountered and overcome such hardships during the present war. Imagine
a detachment of four hundred men leaving a post in winter on a twenty days' scout,
the snow fifteen inches deep and still faIling fast, their pack mules giving out one by
one, and the companies obliged in consequence to cache most of their rations, and the
commander under these circumstances still pushing forward in defiance of all the difficulties which beset him. And, furthermore. in defiance of the very elements combined,
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Come dress your ranks, my gallant souls, a standing in a row,
Kit Carson he is waiting to march against the foe;
At night we march to, Moqui, o'er lofty hills of
snow,
To meet a,nd crush the savage foe, bold Johnny
Navajo.
We'll first chastise, then civilize bold Johnny
Navajo!
,
Johnny Navajo! 0 Johnny Navajo!14
Carson led his force to the Canyon de Chelly in January,
1864, and his aids, Albert H. Pfeiffer and Asa Carey, penetrated its defiles. This venture into the very heart of the
hostiles' country produced the desired results; they now'
surrendered in large numbers. In early March, Captain
John Thompson left Fort Canby with 2,138 captives, including chief Herrera, for the Bosque Redondo.I 5 Strenuous
field operations were suspended for a few months to await
the full effect of the winter campaign.
During theJ).ext three years a complex policy of scduts,
peaceful interviews, and the use of friendly emissaries from
the captives at the Bosque Redondo was followed in' an at- .
tempt to induce the wilful Navaho to ·surrender. Threats
and cajolery were employed with varying success. The stubborness of old Barboncito was duplicated by Manuelito. They
were both captured once only to escape. But in 1866 they
14. Rio Abajo Weekly Press. 12/8/63.
15. Carey to Cutler, 3/6/64, R. R., Ser. Ii pt. I, vol. 34, p. 118. Rio Abajo Weekly
Press, 3/22/64.
. '
he presses forward, his men marching sixty-two miles with a halt of but two hours for.
rest." Tara to Editor, 1/9/64, Rio Abajo Weekly Press, 2/2/64.
"Long marches on foot over desert, arid wastes; climbing almost perpendicular
mountains, carrying on the shoulder blanket, rations and accoutrements; shivering on
the night march though ready to falI from fatigue; lying on the cold ground protected
by one blanket (generalIy of the shoddy regimen), from a temperature where the mercury felI to 40° below zero; where the cheerful glare and the brightening i";f!uences of
the bivouac fire were forbidden lest the enemy know of their whereabouts; where the
frost was so intense that hardy resolute men groaned with the pain from it; where
feet, hands, ears, and noses were frozen; where old mountaineers, such as Colonel Car..
Bon,averred, as he. did in the writer's presence, the cold to be more intense and the
sufl'erings greater than any known to his great experience." G. to Editor, 2/15/64.
Ibid., 2/23/64.
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were finally taken and sent to live with their people on the
Pecos. Manuelito surrendered in September, and Barboncito gave up the strilggle in November. The odds were too
great. They could elude the troops by their knowledge of
the country, but as their means of livelihood were gradually
whittled away, starvation ended their resistance.
The uprooting of this powerful tribe from its native
haunts, and the transplanting in a new environment, was
accomplished only at the cost of much suffering and some
loss of life. No doubt many of the Navaho had lived at peace
with their white neighbors and were willing to continue in
that relationship. Although the ladrones had been the
trouble-makers, all were subjected to the same treatment.
Their emotional reactions were those of human beings.
Manuelito, a magnificent specimen of physical manhood, accepted ·his fate with the courage of a war chief. 16 Others,
with less understanding of why they were being so treated,
shed tears on meeting with their friends at the Bosque ]1edondo. Hungry, tired, and weary, some responded to the
kind treatment of their captors with demonstrations of good
feeling and gratitude, others with sullen hatred. And their
suffering had been great: "The,irgaunt, famished looks told
their story plain enough." However, no searing memory of
those times has remained,17
Despite the strenuous efforts of Carleton, the Navaho
were never completely rounded up. The estimates of the
number at large varied from 300 to 3,000, the size of the
figure being partly dependent on the attitude of the estimator
toward the policy that had been adopted. The highest num16. See John C. Ceremony, "Some Savages," in Overland Monthly, VIII, 201-210
(March, 1872).
.
17. James F. Meline, Two Thousand Miles on Horseback, P. 127. Hester Jones,
Report on Historical Investigation at Crown Point. August, 1933.
"It seemed like the exodus of the Israelites, only that the spoiler and not the spoiled
were departing, to watch this large body of men, women and children, in very primitive
costume. or mere bundles of rags, with such household goods of blankets, pots and
kettles as they could carry, and driving all the live-stock of horses, goats and sheep that
the campaign had left to a few of them, winding their way through the narrow valleys
leading from Wingate to the Rio Grande. . . ." Gwyther. HAn Indian Reservation,U in
Overland Monthly, X, 127 (Feb. 1873).
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ber reported at the Bosque Redondo was in the month of
January, 1865, when 8,557 were counted. This number had
dwindled to 6,236 by the end of the year. But the figures
were never accurate. Some of the prisoners might be absent
on the day of the count because of illness, because they were
herding the stock, or because they had deserted from the
reservation. ls But except for an occasional minor escapade
in the course of the next few years, the Navaho scourge had
been ended, and a new life opened before them on the banks
of the Pecos.
The Bosque Redondo, an area forty miles square surrounding Fort Sumner,19 had been approved by President
Lincoln as a reservation for the Apache, January 15, 1864.
The name was derived from the cottonwood trees that dotted
the river for six or seven miles, mostly on the left bank. The
stream had long completed its main geological task imd was
now in the lazy stage of life, meandering slowly down a valley which was about two miles wide midway of the Bosque.
This favorable part of the reservation embraced approximately 4,000 acres of irrigable land. Another 2,000 acres
could be found in the whole area. The minerals in the river
water were very distasteful to some people. The mesa land,
rich in grass for sheep and cattle, and with abundant fuel.in
the mesquite, but woefully lacking in timber, stretched away
into the distance, east and west. The nearest settlement was
located about forty-five miles to the north. 20
When the great experiment of civilizing the Navaho was
started with the arrival of the first group at their new home
in September, 1863, a discordant note developed in the rela, tions between the milita~y and civil offiCials which laid the
18. Official Report, January, 1865, C1306/65 and 188/66.
uHc;>w many are left among the mountain fastnesses of their old home, it is impos..
sible to tell. The number, however, must be very small." Mix to Browning, 1/15/68.
RB 17, p. 95.
, '19. Kappler, I, 870.
20. Captain Thomas Claiborne to Wilkins, ,8/9/59, 36 Congo 1 sess. Sen. Ex. Doc.
2, II, 329 (1024). John A. Clark to Steck, 10/21/63, and Steck to Dole, 12/10/63,
S214%/63.
Carleton was familiar with this location, having visited it in 1852, 1854, and again
in the spring of 1863. Gazette. 1/21/65.
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foundation for chronic uncertainty about the future of the
reservation. An earlier blow at the success of the plan had
been· dealt by the removal of Superintendent Collins from
office in the spring of 1863.21 He had heartily supported the
policy of the commander, but his successor, Michael Steck,
had other views on the matter and proceeded to put them
into effect promptly. He instructed Agent Labadie not to
take charge of the Navaho on the grounds that they were
prisoners of war and that he had no funds to subsist them. 22
The first of the two reasons was a·narrowtechnicality which
should not have been advanced in this time of need. With
an approach to a solution of the Navaho problem along lines
essentially favored by the majority of officials in the past,
namely, location on a reservation removed from the settlements where the Indians could be civilized, the superintendent was adopting an obstructive policy. It was true that
the finances of the Indian service would not bear the strain
of feeding several thousand souls, but doubtless Carleton
would have thrown the resources of the quartermaster's department into the breach. In view of his determination to
make a success of the Bosque Redondo experiment, it is inconceivable that he would have calmly washed his hands of
all responsibility after turning the prisoners over to the civil
officiais.
But Steck's oppositi~n was also based on broader
grounds. He believed that the proposed reservation was
an excellent location for a limited number of Indians, and
that· it would ·suffice for the estimated number of about
2,500 Apache; but to locate the Navaho there also was impossible. There was insufficient land for both tribes, and to
manage two such powerful groups on one reservation was
too difficult. The hereditary feud of the Apache and Navaho
could not be ironed out, he believed. Furthermore, ~he
21. See below, Chapter V.
22. Steck to Labadi, 9/5/63, W300/64. Steck to Carleton, 9/6/63, S245/64.
CollinB had even fa~ored reBtoring to the department of war the control of· the
IndianB aB the best way of Becuring cooperation between the military and civil officialB
which he considered essential for the success of Indian management. Annual Report,
9/27/58; 35 Congo 2 BeBB. Sen. Ex. Doc. I, I, 539 (974).

THE FEDERAL INDIAN POLICy

257

forty-miles square area would not provide sufficient grazing
ground for the Navaho flocks of sheep and herds of horses.
And to remove that tribe some 300 miles across country
would be a long and costly operation. 23 He recommended;
therefore, that the Navaho be located on the Little Colorado
in western New Mexico.
Commissioner Dole supported the superintendent in his
stand, although he did confess that if funds were available
he would be willing to overlook the technicality about "prisoners of war." He recommended to the secretary of the interior that the department of war be requested to instruct
Carleton to feed the Navaho until they were returned to the
control of the Indian bureau, and that a commissioner be
, appointed' to examine the valley of the Little Colorado ,for a
suitable site for a reservation. 24
Steck continued in his opposition to the location of the
Navaho on the Pecos by refusing to lend any aid, and by
forwarding unfavorable reports to Washington. With the
temporary cessation of hostilities in the spring, he dispatched Agent Ward to make contact with and to render
service to the members of the tribe still at large, even though
the milibtry had requested that the agent be sent to the
Bosque Redondo. He acquiesced in a temporary location of
the Navaho with the Apache, but urged speed in the proposed surveyor the Little Colorado site. He noted with
satisfaction that a board of army officers reported the cost
of the Carleton undertaking was $510,000,' for the four
, months from March to June, 1864. ' Adding to this figure the
cost of transportation to Fort Sumner, buildings erected,
men and teams employed, he calculated the actual cost of that
short period was closer to $700,000. A proposed ~ommission
to visit the Navaho was frowned upon as a scheme to get
control of the contracts for feeding the prisoners. The stories
23. Steck to Dole, 12/10/63, S214 1/2-63. Two months before this letter he expressed the desire to collect the Apache at Fort Stanton, Steck to Dole, 10/10/03,
SI81/63.
24. Dole to Steck, 2/2/64, LB 73, p. 113. Dole to Usher, 2/1/64, RB 13, p. 294.
Dole to Usher, 3/4/64, RB 13, p. 327.
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of depredations by those who still remained at large were
noted and the opinion advanced that a large part of the
nation was still roaming the old range. The freeing of those
at the Bosque Redondo would be cheaper than to persevere
in the attempt to capture the rest. The thorough thrashing
would produce a permanent peace, and the Navaho could be
made self-sufficing at home with much less trouble and
expense. 25
Support was not wanting for Steck's position. Some
of the citizens of San Miguel and Mora counties, smarting
under the removal of the Ute agency to Cimarron, looked
with disfavor on the location of seven or eight thousand
more savages nearby. They feared unnecessarily the loss
of grazing grounds in competition with the Indians, arid
further annoyance through depredations similar to those
committed by the northern Indians. 26 Nor were the people
of the Rio Abajo wholly enthusiastic over the change because Indians were not looked upon as an unmixed blessing:
therefore, why locate the whole tribe in New Mexico? If located on the Pecos, they would constitute another Indian
barrier to communications with the East. But to those who
were engaged in the freighting of goods and trading to the
Navaho country the change in location would mean a loss of
business; they, naturally, opposed the migration. Certainly
Carleton believed that that motive played a part:
There can 'hardly be a doubt but that here are'
a set of demagogues who foresee that when the Indians are all colonized there will be no further need
of the immense expenditures which have hitherto
been incurred in keeping troops in New Mexico, and
make that one of the points to oppose so important
a measure. It is well to remember the machina26, 8teck to Dole, 2/16/64, 8264/64; and 4/11/64, 8330/64; 5/20/64, 8372/64;
5/28/64, 8382/64; 6/20/64, 8404/64; 6/25/64, 8406/64.
'
26. Probate Judge Miguel Romero y Baca to 8teck, 6/23/64, 8429/64. The New
Mexican, 1/27/66.
James M. Giddings of Agua Negra charged that the opposition in these two connties originated. in the Rio Abaio for political reasous. The New Mexico Press, 10/4/64,
in 8510/64.
8ee Gazette, 9/24/64, 10/1/64, 7/2/65. The New Mexican, 1/27/65.
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tionsof parties to keep up the Florida war. In my
opinion, this idea of losing the Government patronage for 'New Mexico when the Indian difficulties
should come to an end with a certain set who care
nothing for the poor or for the future of the country
is one great element of opposition to the measure. 27
A voice of protest was even heard from far-away Las Cruces
in a communication to The New Mexican: You and Romero
y Baca "do that lazaroni colony-'Sweet Carletonia'-the
amplest justice. 'The colony' is a stupendous humbug."28
Former Superintendent Collins and others rose to the
defense of Carleton. He contended that the Little Colorado
was not a proper place for a reservation because the soil was
not suitable, the pasture was not good, and the location lay
on the route to Arizona and California. The greater distance
from the settlement would add greatly to the cost of transportation,29 a fact which counted heavily with Carleton: "If
those who wish them moved will name the place west of the
Rio Grande where they would put them I will measure the
distances, survey the ground, get bids for freight, calculate
the cost of the forts, the number and cost of the various garrisons, the cost of food, and prove by positive data" that it
will cost three times asmuch as to keep them where they are.
"You had better by far move them to Kansas or Missouri,
for then you take them where provisions are cheap." 30 Governor Connelly and the territorial legislature were sympathetic toward the general, but individual sniping with political bias partly off-set such support. Senator Harry Wilson
at Washington was requested to "send us a true republican
and honest man" because "Six or seven millions is to much
patronage to be placed in even doubtful hands." The letter
27. Carleton to A. G., 1/17/65, R. R., Ser. I, vol. 48, pt. 1, P. 569. Rio Abajo
Weekly Press, 4/12/64, 9/13/64.
28. X. Y. Z. to Editors, 9/9/64, in an issue of 9/23/64.
29. Collins to Dole, 7/18/64, C945/64.
Captain H. M. Enos reported, February 15, 1864, that the water in the Colorado
Chiquito (the Little Colorado) was brackish, there was abundant grass of poor quality
along the valley. and the bottoms were impossible in wet weather for heavy wagons.,
Gazette, 7/2/64.
.
30. Carleton to A. G., 1/17/65, R. R., Ser. I, vol. 48, pt. 1, p. 569.
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. was referred to Secretary of War Stanton for serious
consideration. 31
- While the conflict over policy was raging, Carleton was
faced with the immediate problem of providing for the
prisoners. They need food, clothing, and shelter. Many of
them had arrived at the Bosque Redondo practically naked.
There was precedent in the military department for feeding
Indians in an emergency, but the issuance of clothing was
another matter. He requested authorization from Washington to draw on the quartermaster's department and adopted
temporary measures on his own responsibility; The party
that arrived in December, 1863, were "comfortably quartered in old Sibley tents, and ... had their sick cared for by
the attending surgeon. Many of the little ones required
medical treatment." As a final solution he recommended
that the government grant an annuity to the Navaho of
$150,000 annually in goods, for ten years. Connelly wrote
to Stanton urging the same course, and· Collins was dispatched to Washington in March as' a special emissary to
speed action. 32 Meanwhile, the general was determined to
carryon: "These Indians are upon my hands. They must be
clothed and fed until they can clothe and feed themselves.
I will not turn them loose again to war upon the people, and
cannot see them perish either from nakedness or hunger."33
In this time of emergency the troops were put on half rations
until a temporary shortage in food stuffs was ended.
Under the pressure for funds, .congress appropriated
$100,000 for subsistence and farm implements, June 6, 1864.
William B. Baker and Colonel J. H. Leavenworth were"commissioned to expend the money. They were allowed $10,000 for expenses and for small purchases inconvenient to
keep invoice records of. The goods could be purchased in
31. H. S. Bowman to Senator Harry Wilson, 1/12/65, W505/65.
32. Major H. D. Wallen to Carleton, 12/11/63, R. R., Ser. I, pt. I, vol. 26, p.
844-45. Carleton to Thomas, 12/12/63, W301/64. Henry Connelly to Edwin M.
Stanton, 2/12/64, W409/64.
Stanton recommended an appropriation of $100,000, 3/31/64. Congo Glohe, 38
Congo 1sess., pt. 3, p. 2172.
33. Carleton to Thomas, 3/6/64, 38 Congo 1sess. Hse. Ex. Doc. 70, XIII, 6 (1193).
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open market, either in the East or the West, because of the
lateness of the season and the need for haste, a need that
. Carleton had made clear : "Let me impress upon your [Dole]
mind that unless they come hundreds of naked women and
.children will be likely to perish... 'A special train of wagons
escorted by a company of troops can come through at all
seasons." With about 8,000 Indians on his hands "almost
entirely destitute of clothing and blankets," and cold weather
approaching, his anxiety can well be understood. 34
The two commissioners displayed a sad lack of the spirit
of cooperation. Leavenworth proceeded to make the purchases at Leavenworth, Kansas, with little regard for Baker.
But after the train was under way, he let responsibility for
its successful arrival at Fort Union devolve upon his' colleague. Furthermore, his handling of the funds was not
above reproach; Baker, consequently, denounced him to the
Washington office on the grounds of dishonesty. In writing'
to Secretary I. P. Usher he remarked, "you will very naturally ask why, in view of what I have written, these cheatings
were permitted by me? . Well, my dear Sir, I, had some
adroit fellows to deal with ..."35,
The goods finally reached Fort Sumner and were dist:r:ibuted about Christmas time. A board of two army officers,
witnessed the distribution carried out under the supervision,
of Steck. They were highly critical of the nature of the pur- .
chases. Blankets pought at 3: price of $18.50 per pair were
of poorer quality than army blankets purchased for $5.85.
The total value of the goods was figured at about $30,000.
And, to mak~ matters worse, many of the Indians received
nothing. ' Baker wrote that "The distribution presented an
,
I

34. Carleton to Dole, 9/16/64. C1062/64. Dole to Leavenworth, 7/27/64,' LB 75,
p. 8; see also p. 12, 17, 103.
35. 1/15/65, B1180/65.
Dole, Leavenworth, and Carney & Stevens Co. of Leavenworth, Kansas, made
$25,000 excess profit on this deal. Baker to H. T. Blow, 6/30/66, B180/66.
"that he [Baker] done all he COUld, from malic" or ignorance to entangle.the business, is plainly to be seen." Leavenworth'to Cooley, 9/6/66, L218/66.
Mr. Cooley, late commissioner, when taking office compromised with creditors for
i5c per $1. 'He now has $30,000 in the bank. Leavenworth Conservative, 3/21/67, in

Gaz!,tte, 4/6/67.
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interesting scene, and if those who had grabbed no inconsiderable portion of the fund had witnessed it, I sincerely
believe that conscience would have twinged them right
sharply." 36
Although the government was looked to for support
during the period of emergency, the ultimate aim was to
make the Indian self-sufficing. With extreme optimism,
Carleton believed that the transition period would be short.
Plans were laid for planting thousands of trees against the
time when the mesquite would fail as a source of fuel, and
crops were planted by the Navaho in the spring of 1864 to
provide a food supply for the next winter. But these efforts
were met by the opposition of unruly nature. 'The, three
thousand acres under cultivation might have solved the food
problem; but, unfortunately insects destroyed most of the
crop.
Brigadier-General M. M. Crocker was detailed to command at Fort Sumner,' September 9, 1864. He was instructed
to allot lands in severalty, choose village sites for the various
bands, practice economy and exercise "patience, kindness,
moderation, justice, and firmness."37 The new commandant
viewed the situation through rosy glasses. The Bosque Redondo was the richest valley that he had seen in the Territory, and he estimated that 9,000 acres 38 .would be ready for
planting in the next season. The crops would not only suffice
36. Baker to Usher, 1/15/65,B1180/65. Report of militarY board 12/26/64,
8607/65.
,
"I was present dUring' the examination of these goods, and 'carefully noted the expressions of astonishment and disgust which permeated the speech and visages of the
members of the board during the investigation. No language can do justice to the
ingenuit~ with which some parties had managed to relieve their stores of a large
quantity of rusty. old-fashioned, unserviceable, and unsalable plows, soft-iron spades,
rakes and hoes, knives and hatchets, coarse, gaudy calicoes and muslin, and thin,
flimsy, shoddy cloths and blankets. I particularly recollect the blankets, because I took
one pair of them to the scales, and by accurate weight found they weighed 4'fa Ibs,;
and as a single government blanket, such as is issued to troops, weighs 5'fa Ibs., and
costs $4.50, the reader can judge of the honesty of an invoice which charged $22 per
pair for such articles." The post-sutler estimated their value at about $30,000 "out
here." GWyther, "An Indian Reservation," in OVBrmnd Monthly, X, 129 (Feb. 1873).
37. Special orders No. 37, R. R., 8er. I, pt. 3, vol. 41, p. 261.
38.' By act of Congress, 6/30/64, the reservation was extended to the southward
to include an area known as the Bosque Grande, and the whole was termed "the Navajoe
,and Apache reservation." U. S. L., XIII, 323.
','
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to feed the Indians, but a surplus would exist and could be
used for the support of the troops at the post. The Indians
"work cheerfully, are docile, polite, and' well disposed ....
I am quite sure that I have never witnessed in any community such universal content and general hopefulness." He
recommended that Captain Calloway be appointed as a practical farmer in charge of supervising the work of the
prisoners. 39 .
But the mind of Carleton was not at ease. A favorable
report by Carson in July and the optimistic view of Crocker
in September could not lead him to remove his hand far
from the helm. Instructions were constantly forwarded in
regard to details of management. If the spirit of one man
can be instilled into another by the written word, the soul
of Carleton certainly ranged in the hearts of his subordinates. With anxiety, and with courage, he watched over
every step taken and urged on his helpers:

./

You must pardon me for suggesting all these
details, but my anxiety is so great to make this powerful nation which has surrendered to us as happy
and as well cared for as possible, under all the adverse circumstances which encompass us, that
every idea looking to this end which comes into my
mind I send to you, fully believing that' you will
enter into the spirit that animates me for their
good. The [greatest] economy in the use of food
in· all things must be observed. The making of
soups, which is by far the best way in which to
cook what they have, must be inculcated as a religion.
Tell them to be too proud to murmur at what
cannot be helped. We could not forsee the total
destruction of their corn crop, nor could we foresee
39. Crocker to A. A. G., 9/28/64, Cl118/64.
UThe adverse measures [see note No. 36] were not;. however, affecting our proteges
very seriously;' they sang and danced, fed and worked, as usual-no commOunity could
be happier; and were so highly contented, that, in a short time, several individual requests were made, and acceded to by those in authority. for permission to pay a visit
to their old homes, for the purpose of persuading some of their relatives, who still hid
there, to join them on the reserve." Gwyther, "An Indian Reservation, in Overland
Monthly, X, 129 (Feb. 1873).
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that the frost and hail would come and destroy the
crop in the country, qut not to be discouraged; to
work hard, every man and woman, to put in large
fields next year, when, if God smiles upon our
efforts, they will at one bound be forever placed
beyond want and independent. Tell them not to
believe ever that we are not thE;)ir best friencfs;
that their enemies have told them that we would
destroy them; , that we had sent big guns there to
attack them, but that those guns are only to be used
against their enemies if they continue to behave as
they have done.40
'

And a little later he wrote, "I, beg again to impress upon
your mind the planting of the 5,000 trees this winter on the
reservation. If 10,000can be planted and car~d for so much
the better."41
'
Carleton had reason to feel anxious because his task was
complicated in many ways. The superintendent of Indian
affairs was still hostile to his plan, it was difficult to keep
the more restless Navaho from leaving the reservation, the
Comanche were trouplesome, and dishonesty ;raised its head
among the subordinate officials. Relations with Steck were
not improved by a conflict over jurisdiction whiCh flared up
in the fall of 1864. Carleton employed some Ute and Jicarillas, without first consulting the superintendent, to strike
a blow again~t the Indians of the Great Plains. He had a
two-fold purpose in,mind : .the savages were a welcome addition to the fighting force, and arraying the mountain Indians
against the plains Indians would further assure the safety
of the whites. Steck believed that he should have been consulted about this move in advance, and that the art of
peaceful persuasion should have been applied to quiet the
hostiles before military action was resorted to. 42
40. Carleton to Crocker, 10/31/64, R. R., Ser. I, vol. 41, pt. 4, p. 357-59.
The food shortage was so serious in the Territory in the fall of 1864 that no more
Navaho were brought to the reservation until the next spring. R. R., Ser. I, vol. 41,
pt. 4, p. 290-91, 303.
41. 11/6/64, ibUl., p. 461-62.
Grape vines were brought from Isleta and planted on the reservation. Rio Aba;o
Weekly Press, 5/3/64.
42. Carleton to Steck, 11/8/64, and Steck to Carleton, 11/9/64, S524/64.
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When Carson was at the reservation in the summer of
1864, he reported that citizens were jeopardizing the project
by telling the Navaho they were to be returned to their
former home; furthermore, traders were trying to swindle
them out of their few goods. It was also suspected that
many Navaho women were inveigled away when they did
not leave for the' settlements of their own accord. He recommended that a mounted patrol be established to keep out
intruders and to prevent the prisoners from wandering away
from the reservation. 43
Desertions were in fact occurring. The census for
April, 1865, showed a loss of 900 Indians. Some had accepted jobs herding for Mexican ranchers. Others had
slipped away to the mountains to find relief from bodily ailments acquired partly from the water of the Pecos and probably from their new mode of life. To offset this movement,
a system of passports was instituted in the summer and
orders were issued to kill all male Indians caught off the
reservation without passes.44 But meanwhile, Ganado
Blanco and Barboncito Blanco with ten or twelve more
Navaho left the reservation in June. A force of cavalry was
sent in hot pursuit with orders to kill or capture, and the
citizens were called out to aid the troops. These measures
were successful; Ganado and a few of his companions were
killed and the majority of the survivors straggled back to
the reservation. The climax came in November when nearly
all the Mescaleros deserted in a body and returned to their
old haunts.
In February, 1865, scandal broke out in connection with
the quartermaster's department at Fort Sumner and Agent
Labadie. The assistant quartermaster, Captain Norton, was
acquitted by a court martial of the charge of diverting government cattle to the herds of Labadie on his ranch at Agua
Negra, but he was dismissed from the service. Lieutenant
43.
Crocker,
44.
A. A. G.

Carson to Carleton, 7/14/64, R. R., Ser. I, pt. 2, vol. 41, p. 192£. Wood to
1/5/65, ibid., Ser. I, vol. 48, pt. 1, p. 427.
Bristol to Lieut. B. Taylor, Jr., 5/9/65, ibid., Ser. I, vol. 48, pt. 2, p. 378.
to Fort Sumner commander, 8/17/65, A. G. 0., LS 15, p. 88.
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Arnold, who confessed to selling government supplies, was
permitted to resign. Eight other employees were discharged
and Labadie was ordered off the reservation. Under instructions from Steck he had located his agency at his ranch, on
the northern edge of the reservation. The evidence was not
sufficient to convict him of wrong-doing, but the consensus
of opinion was against him. He was discharged a year later
with a clear record, on the grounds that his services were no
longer needed because of the desertion of the Mescaleros: 45
In the midst of these difficulties, the work of organization and civilization made' slow progress. The Bosque' Redondo experiment was not yet fully accepted by the government, so not one phase of the whole project was adequately
supported. In the summer of 1864, the Indians were put to
work making adobes for schoolhouses, since "The education
of these children is the fundamental idea on which must rest
all our hopes of making the Navajoes a civilized and Christian people." 46 Several teachers were engaged, but the results were not encouraging, partly due to the Indians themselves; the idea that education was conducive to their
welfare was not clear to all of them. The jUvenile savages
often stipulated for addItional bread rations .as a
condition of longer attendance at school. The
mothers, too, were equally obtuse [in not appreciating education], arguing that the long-gowned men
ought to pay for the amusement they evidently
found in teaching children. 47
The instructions to Crocker to locate the Navaho in
villages had not been carried out, but the problem of organization was kept in mind. A board of army officers drew
up a semi-military plan in April, 1865. It provided for a
45. Carleton to Maj. Wm. McCleave, 3/9/65, Carleton to A. G., 3/22/65, and
Graves to Cooley, February, 1866, G32/66.
·Labadie was also suspected of stirring up discontent among tbe Navaho, but his
official utterances indicate that he favored the policy of Carleton. S. J. C., 1867, p. 173.
46. Carleton to Secretary of the Interior, 3/30/65, C1343/65. Carleton to Bristol,
7/17/64, R. R., Ser. I, pt. 2, vol. 41, p. 227.
.
47. GWYther, "An Indian Reservation," in Overland Monthlv, X, 127-28 (Feb.
1873).
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division of the Indians into twelve village groups one-half
mile apart, each village to be under the charge of one of the
twelve principal Navaho chiefs; who were to render daily
reports. The. village chief could appoint one sub-chief for
· each 100 Indians. No departures from the village were to
be permitted between the hours of 7 :00 P. M. and 4 :00 or
5 :00 A. M. A court with jurisdiction analogous to a military
tribunal was provided for each village. A right of appeal
lay to a superior court made up of the twelve principal chiefs.
Quarterly sessions were to be held. The twelve principal
· chiefs also were to constitute a superior council presided
over by ali army officer with power to limit the subjects for
discussion. The territorial laws in a modified form would
govern. One factor and six assistants paid from the surplus
crops, were to superintend the farming operations. Arid the
Roman Church was to be installed because the Sandoval band
had already been converted to Catholicism.48
The intensity of conviction and determination of purpose of Carleton were unhappily not held by the higher authorities at Washington. The commissioner of Indian
affairs, of course, was definitely committed to a reservation
policy: "I think it perfectly evident that we shall be guilty
· of little less than criminal neglect if we longer delay the
adoption of such measures as will result in the concentration
of the Indians upon suitable reservations· . . . ;"49 but he
wavered in his attitude toward the Pecos project. In the
spring of 1864 he sought information concerning the Bosque
Redondo· from various sources, consulting among others,
General Canby, John A. Clark, surveyor general for New'
Mexico, and no doubt Collins. At that time he accepted the
fait accompli of Carleton and did "not think it best to look
further for a new home for them [Navaho]." He supported
Carleton's request, backed by the department of war, for
the special appropriation which congress passed in June. 50
48.. S. J. C.• 1867, p. 308.
Annual ReptYrt, 10/31/63, RB 13, p. 430.
Dole to Usher, 4/4/64, RB 13, p. 360.
50.
W369/64. See ;'Iso W437/64.
49.

E. B. Washburn to Dole 3/14/64.
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By mid-summer the opposition of Steck had taken effect.
His evidence, despite Carleton's counter allegations, "should
in my opinion cause us to thoroughly investigate the subject
before proceeding to take such action as will finally commit
this Department to the policy of establishing the reservation
contemplated by the Act of Congress.... "51 In his annual
report he raised the question squarely as to whether the
views of Carleton or of Steck were to be accepted as the basis
for a final settlement of the Navaho problem. His superior,
Secretary Usher, favored a full and fair test of the experiment of locating them at the Bosque· Redondo, because,
having consented to the removal of the Indians, it would be
fickle to return them otherwise. 52
In order to find the answer to the above question, it was
decided to send a special commissioner to New Mexico to
secure first hand and impartial information about the situation. This was particularly necessary because of reluctance
in congress to vote additional money for such a moot project. Upon the recommendation of Senator James Harlan of
the committee on Indian affairs, T. W. Woolson of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, in whom Harlan had complete confidence, and
whose report he was willing to accept at face value as the
basis for a future policy, was selected for the mission. 53 He
left promptly for New Mexico and interviewed members. of
both parties- to tpe dispute. He found, as General Crocker
expressed it succinctly, the question resolved itself into this:
Would it be better to send them back to their
own country and ailow the old condition of perpetual warfare to be resumed, or would it be wiser,
now that we have them where we can keep a military :Supervision over them, and where we have
every prospect of making them support themselves,
to continue the present state of peace and security
and give these savages the benefit of the energetic
efforts now being made for their civilization. 54

- -51.-Dole
- to Usher, 7/16/64, RB
52.
(1220).
53.
461.
54.

13, p. 491.
C. 1. A., Annual Report, 11/15/64, 38 Congo 2 sess. Hse. Ex. Doc. 1, V, 163
S. 1., Annual Report, 12/5/64, ibid., p. 10-1I.
Harlan to Dole. 11/15/64, H1000/64. Dole to Woolson, 11/23/64, LB 75, p.
Crocker to Harlan, 1/16/65. A. G. 0., LR, CI9/65.
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His answer constituted a victory for Carleton for the time
being. 55 Congress appropriated another $100,000 for subsistence, seeds, and implements, with the proviso that any
.part of the money could be used for furnishing wool to the
Indians whereby they could practice their art of weaving to
their own benefit. The army continued, however, to feed
the prisoners.
The report of Woolson was only the first of the investigations that were to be made before the future of the Navaho
was settled definitely. The most immediate result was the
removal of Steck from the superintendency, April, 1865,
and the appointment of Felipe Delgado.
66.

Carson to Carleton, 2/2/66, ibid., C26/66. Gazette, 4/16/66, 6/17/66.

(To Be Continued)

THE DISCOVERY OF NEW MEXICO RECONSIDERED
By
RAY

CARL
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SAUER

MARCOS and the negro Esteban, setting out to find

F the Seven Cities, are most familiar figures in the gallery
of American pioneers, yet the friar should be remembered,
not as a discoverer, but as one of the most successful publicity agents in our history. The first white men in New Mexico were the party of Cabeza de Vaca. Fray Mar~os, the record shows, did not enter New Mexico, never came even to the
Colorado Plateau.
Among older historical opinions one finds support for
these positions. Bandelier and Bancroft, it is true, established the prevalent view that Cabeza de Vaca's party cut
across Chihuahua and that Fray Marcos saw the towns of
Zuni. In this instance, however, the conclusions of these
eminent scholars are not upheld by an examination of all the
available data. Incidental to a study of aboriginal conditions
in northern Mexico, it became necessary for me to scrutinize.
the routes of Spanish exploration. This was done by applying.
a first-hand knowledge of virtually the whole terrain to the
interpretation of the documents. The resultant reconstruction of the northern explorations led me to disagree in
numerous respects with the customary rendering of their
course. The study was published in 1932 as "The Road to
Cibola." 1 In this journal Henry R. Wagner presented in
1934 a fully documented account of Fray Marcos de Niza, in
which the credibility of the friar's statements is examined
closely and which agrees generally with my conclusions.
Lately I have considered further the northern Spanish
discoveries, and have located additional documents which
lead me to' reaffirm and to extend the conclusions presented
in "The Road to Cibola." The evidence which I have developed previously need not be repeated here in detail, but it
1.

Ibero-America'lUt, No.3, 1932.
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appears desirable to restate briefly the principal conclusions
concerning the discovery of New Mexico and to insert in
their proper places in this statement the added considerations:
I. The "Northern Mystery" was "in the air" before
Cabeza de Vaca and his ragged party regained the Spanish
settlements in 1,536.
(a.) . On August 30, 1527, the pilot Luis Cardenas addressed a letter to the King, ostensibly to describe the nature
and inhabitants of New Spain.2 Though the communication
is princip~lly a diatribe against Cortes he mentions a number'
of interesting facts and guesses about the country. Concerning the northern frontier of New Spain Cardenas says:
"~a quarta partida comien<;a de rrio de palmas [central
Tamaulipas] hazia el poniente que es la demanda de narvaez
que dize que Ie dio v. m t yque asy 10 lleva capitulado que desdel rrio de palmas siguiendo por el hueste hasta dar en la otra
mar y de alli en todo el poniente y tanbien en ellevate. en este
capitulado ovo yerro por no contratar con quien bien 10 sabia
y porque desdel rrio de palmas por el hueste ay DCL leguas
hasta dar en la otra mar y boluiendorio de palmas hasta la
florida ay M que son MDCL leguas en derrota derecha y por
medio de la tierra entre maestral y tramotana no Ie hallo
cabo, pues siendo la voliitad de v. m t de poblar y ennoblecer
aq~ellos rreynos para traer a los naturales a conoscimiento
de la fe no bastarian tres principes cada uno con grande
armada para poblar aquellas tierras, pues como bastara el
dicho panfilo. digo aqui con gracia de v. m t 10 que en ello me
parece. haga su voluntad que desdl rrio de palmas entra narvaez dozientos leguas por la rraya del hueste y de alli porel
norte otros dozientos y de alli hasta la cibdad que se dize
coluntapan y hasta nuxpalo donde se arman de plata y juegan
con 'espadas de metal ..."
Distances are exaggerated, but there is a realization of
a great continental land mass extending an unknown, distance between northwest and north, a report of a city by the
name of Coluntapan lying more than two hundred leagues
2. This and the other manuscripts referred to were found andphotograph~d for
me by Dr. Sanford Mosk. The Cardenas item is from the Archivo General de Indias.
Patronato, leg. 16, no. 2, ramo 6.
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west and another two hundred north of the Panuco-Tamaulipas country and still farther beyond another locality Nuxpalo "where they arm themselves with silver and use metal
swords." Direction and distance both point toward New
Mexico, unless the entire statement is moonshine. The coincidence may be pointed out that the next word of New Mexico
(discussed in the following section) also appears to have
come from the northeast of New Spain.
The letter of Cardenas was written in Spain after a
varied experience in New Spain and gives hear-say knowl. edge of the northern interior prior to any reports from the
ill-fated expedition of Narvaez. These rumors of northern
civilization may therefore also have been known to Narvaez and hence to Cabeza de Vaca. It is at least possible that
some such. rumors had a bearing on the enormous detour
north and west taken by Cabeza de Vaca. The hostility of
the coastal Indians is an insufficient reason for the extraordi·
nary wanderings of the party, which could have reached
Panuco and safety by a short swing through the Monclova
and Saltillo country.
(b.) It is known that Nuno de Guzman was said to have
had information of the Seven Cities from an Indian who had
traded there. Castaneda in his ·account of the expedition of
Coronado 3 relates that in 1530 Nuno de Guzman had in his·
power this Indian who was a native of the valley or vall~ys
of Oxitipar and who told of the manner in which he had gone
with his father to the Seven Cities. Both the first and second
anonymous relations of the Guzman expedition 4 refer to the
advance notice that Guzman had of the Seven Cities and
identify Huxitipa as a district attached to Guzman's old government of Panuco, as lying about twenty leagues from
Panuco, and as inhabited by Indians whom we must identify
either as Huastec or as of very closely related culture. Bancroft relegates the story to a footnote, 5 undecided whether
3.
4.
5.

Winship ed., pp. 416-17.
Garcia Icazbalceta, Col. Doc. Rist. Me",.• vol. 2, pp. 291, 295, 303.
Vol. 15, p. 27.
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it was pure invention or founded on some knowledge of the
New Mexico pueblos.
The Seven Cities may be a Spanish, and later interpolation, but there seems to be some background of fact to the
Indian's story: (1 The Indian informant apparently came
from the northern end of the Huasteca, the last outpost of
the higher civilization of Mexico. Castaneda describes his
father as a professional trader taking fine feathers to the
northern land of townspeople. The Huasteca reaches about
the northern limits of the brilliantly colored tropical birds.
Their plumage was an important item of trade and such
feathers were traded into the Pueblo country, from the west
coast, as we well know. (2) Castaneda further reports the
Indian as indicating a trip of forty days to the Pueblo country "y todo despoblado y que la tierra por do iban no tenia
yerba;" not a bad version of the desert between the Rio
Panuco and Rio Grande to have been set down at a time when
no Spanish explorations had been undertaken across north- '
eastern Mexico. (3) Finally Castaneda reports the direction
as "al largo de la tierra entre las dos mares." This correct
definition of general direction may explain the strange
deflection of Guzman's men in their attempts to breach the
mountain walls, first to the north and then to the east' of
Culiacan. The Spanish explorers generally knew at least
roughly their latitudes. Guzman's men on the west coast in
Sinaloa got several degrees above the latitude of Panuco.
The coast was bearing more and more westward. It is difficult, in the final stages of the Guzman entrada, to explain the
sustained and desperate attempts to turn across the' mounta'in barrier behind Culiacan unless there was in mind an
important objective in the northern interior. Party after
party was sent mountainward until the whole expedition was
spent by its efforts to cross the barrier. (4) Reference is
: made again to the coincidence of the same general place of
origin for the Cardenas account of 1527 and of the Guzman
Indian story.
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( c) In the Coronado expedition Chichilticalliappears
as an important landmark between the Pima country and the
foot of the Colorado Plateau. I have concerned myself elsewhere with the probable location of this prehistoric ruin. 6
Chichilticalli is an Aztec name meaning red house. How did
this name appear in Arizona on the great Indian trail to the
Zuni country? The party of Coronado was well informed of
this place and its name before reaching it. If Fray Marcos
had reached it before, which I do not think was the case, he
would hardly have caused an Aztec name to be-applied to it,
especially since there appear not to have been any MexiCans
in his·party.' This name is a minor puzzle. May it be that
Aztecs, who penetrated apparently as traders into the northwest coast of Mexico, knew the western road to Cibola and
that some of this knowledge was available to Coronado's
men?
These are, admittedly, only straws but they point to
some familiarity of central Mexican Indians with the Pueblo
country and to some communication of such knowledge to
the Spaniards.

II. The party of Cabeza de Vaca continued on American soil through Southwestern New Mexico and southeastern
Arizona. The tracing of the greater part of the Cabeza de
Vaca route we owe principally to the painstaking work of a
number of Texas historians,7 which also established a strong
likelihood for a crossing west from the Rio Grande in' New
.Mexico.
(a~)
The sufficiently established parts of the route are
first, the journey across Texas to the Rio Grande near the
mouth of the Conchos River, secondly, the route from Corazones, in the basin of Dres on the Sonora River, south to
Culiacan. The reader may be cautioned that in Coronado's
6. Sauer and Brand, "Pueblo Sites in Soutbeastern Arizona," U..iv. Calif. Publ.
Geol•• vol. 8, no. 7, Pp. 428 and 450, 1980; and Sauer, "The Road to Cibola," [beroAmericana, No.8, PP. 82-87, 1982.
7. Reference is made especially to the highly competent analysis of document and
terrain by J. N. Baskett, in Teo:. Hiat. Ass'.. Quart., vol. 10, pp. 808-345, and H.
Davenport and J. K. Wells, ibid., vol. 22.
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time the name Corazones was first applied to Cabeza de
Vaca's village, then twice transferred to sites much farther
up the Sonora River.
I should like to displace the approach to the Rio Grande
some distance above the mouth of the Conchos, say about
latitude 30°, or even somewhat above, perhaps as high as
30°30', for the following reasons: (1) The two accounts of
Cabeza de Vaca give too unfavorable a picture of culture and
country for the heart of the Jumano country at the river
junction, where we know good-sized and numerous pueblos to
have lain about valuable bottom lands. The earlier (Oviedo)
account 8 states that there were many people but little land
and that rough for planting. Both accounts refer to cooking
by stone boiling, a pretty primitive procedure to assign to a
population that in other respects had strikingly· sedentary
qualities. (2) It is also obvious that the contact with the
people of permanent h,ouses was made close to their northern
limit. The change from sedentary Jumano to their seminomadic kindred, usually called Suma, took place on the Rio·
Grande well above the mouth of the Conchos. 9 (3) Cabeza de
Vaca 10 said that where they came to the people of permanent
houses the river flowed between sierras-a description that
is more applicable up-stream than it is to the Rio GrandeConchos junction. (4) There. is no mention of a river
junction.
(b) Bandelier's construction of a route up the Conchos
and across the Sierra Madre via the Sahuaripa district rests·
on no part of either account and is contradicted by every
recognizable element in the accounts. They continued up
the river (the Rio Grande) for fifteen or seventeen journeys
before crossing it, mostly among people of the same speech
as those of the permanent houses. The Suma who spoke the
same language as the sedentary Jumano extended' up the
Rio. Grande at least to the. vicinity of EI Paso. Toward the
8. Book 85, Ch. 6.
9. Sauer in Ibero-Americana, No.5, PP. 65-74, and map, for a discussion of
Jumano-Suma location and relations.
10. NaufragioB, Ch. 80.
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end of the century we find the Manso tribe seated along the
Rio Grande from EI Paso upstream. Almost nothing is
known of the culture and affinities of the Manso. There is a
possibility that they may have come down from the north
after the time of Cabeza de Vaca, or the two tribes may have
been so similar that no difference was noted. The number
of up-river marches cannot be interpreted as falling short
of the EI Paso region and there is leeway aplenty to carry
them quite a bit farther up the Rio Grande before the river
was crossed and the westward march be~n.
(c) The record of the westward march after crossing
the river is most meagre. We only know that it took seventeen to twenty or more marches, that the Indians at this
season lived on ground wild plant food and game, and that
the route was by plains and between some very large sierras.
The fact that nothing more was found worthy to report may
however be significant. Compressed though both accounts
are Cabeza de Vaca had a good eye and a dependable memory
for water courses, relief, and vegetation. Elsewhere we do
not fail to find these noted. There really was nothing notable
to report in a crossing of southwestern New Mexico except
the things he mentioned.
.
A crossing south of EI Paso is not to be regarded favorably.n The great belt of sand dunes south and- west of EI
Paso interpose a serious barrier as far west as the Laguna
Santa Maria and Laguna Guzman. Had the Spaniards been so
ill advised as to try this grievous way, the hardships would
certainly have impressed them as did all major incidents of
their wanderings. West of the Medario belt lay great playa
lakes, swamps, and stream courses. Still farther beyond
were the northern spurs of the Sierra Madre with forests
of oak and pine. The reasonable inference as to why, none
of these features are mentioned is that they were not seen
because the route lay to the north of all of them, that is,
11. This is the area indicated in the latest monographic study of Cabeza de Vaca.
Morris Bishop in the OdY88ey of Cabeza de Vaca (1933) chooses a route from San
Elizario on the Rio Grande by way of Samalayuca, the Rio Sta. Maria, and the Corralitos Pass to Bavispe in Sonora. I do not think that he has tried it!
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across the high plains and between the detached ranges that
lie above the high plains of southwest New Mexico and southeast Arizona.
If, then, by process of elimination, we are forced to
regard a route west from some place above EI Paso, it may
remain for some New Mexican to work out the most feasible
route, bearing in mind that the crossing was made when a
great drought of two years' duration lay upon the land, and
that we may assume that the party was passed on from rancheria to rancheria. The country near the Mexican border
is not prepossessing under these circumstances with its
desert, sand, and malpais stretches and the long distances
between perennial water. From the Rinc6n of the Rio
Grande, however, across the Mimbres country and then
along the base of the Peloncillo or Chiricahua Mountains,
the going should have been comfortable and there should
have been a string of Indian camps.
(d.) At the end of the plains between the sierras they
came to the maize people, the Opata. The most northeasterly settlements of these Indians wel~e on the San Bernardino
Wash close to the boundary between Arizona and Sonora,
and it is here that we place the beginning of the nex;t stage of
the routeP Henceforth the relation becomes quite legible.
The ethnic notes apply properly to the Opata. They passed
to the Sonora Valley, later to become the great Spanish way
north as it probably was the immemorial western Indian
tradeway between Pueblo country and the south. At the
lower end of the Valley of Sonora they went through the
much traveled river gap (Canyon of Dres) to come out
briefly into Pima country at the Town of the Hearts, or
Corazones, a little above Dres.
III. The supposed northern journey of Franciscan
friars in 1538, which Bancroft doubted and Bandelier and
Coues supported, is apocryphal. The development of the
12.

A minor change therefore is indicated in the map accompanying The Road

to Cibola, so that Cabeza de Vaca's route leaves Arizona at the San Bernardino instead

of at Douglas, to pass on to Fronteras.
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which· is actually a dependable contemporary version of the
legend can be traced from the relation in Toribio Motolinia,
expedition of Fray Marcos. Since Motolinia mentioned no
friar by name, subsequent clerical authors mistook the story
as referring to still another expedition. One copied from
another and the story grew with time. I have set forth at
length the manner of growth of the legend in my previous
study.
IV. Fray Marcos has been credited incorrectly with
having reached the country of Cibola or Zuni. Whether this
is a falsehood put forth on his own.iriitiative by the friar or
whether it was edited into his report for the sake of advancing the ends of the Viceroy Mendoza is not certain. The one
extenuating circumstance is the ~ccount of Toribio Motolinia, referred to in the previous section, which was written
after the start of Coronado's expedition and which makes
no claim that the friar entered the pueblo country.
A new and significant piece of evidence is available in
a letter from Coronado to the king, written at Compostela
July 15, 1539, of which the relevant excerpt follows:
"Yo lleve comigo a esta provyncia de culiacan un rreligioso de lahorden de san franco que se dize fray marcos de
nisa el qual/me encomendo el visorrey dla nueva espana
que metiese la tierra adentro por que yva por su mandado
en nobre de v" mag' a descubryr por tierra la costa desta
nueva espana para saber los secretos tierras y gente que ay
en aquella que no se a visto / y para que entrase con mas
siguridad / enbie ciertos yndios dlos quel visorrey liberto
dlos esclavos que se hizierori en esta provincia de galizia a
. los pueblos de petatlan y dl cuchillo ques cerca de sesenta
leguas adelante de culiacan a los quales dixe que llamasen
algunos yndios naturales de aquellos pueblos y que les dixesen
no toviesen ternor por que v" mag' tiene mandado que no se
les haga guerra ni mal tratamiento ni sean hechos esclavos
y con esto y con ver libres los mensajeros que los yvan a
Hamar de que no poco se espantaron de su libertad me binieron mas de ochenta onbres a los quales despues de avelles
dado muy particularmente a. entender la rreal voluntad de
vra magt ques que v ra magt al presente no quiere dellos otra
cosa sino que sean xpianos y cono~an a nos y a v ra magt p'
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senor les encomende / llevasen con toda siguridad la tierra
adentro a fray marcos y a estevan un negro quel visorrey
conpro para este efeto de uno dlos que escaparon dla florida
que se dize estevan / y ellos 10 hizieron asy haziendoles todo
buen tratamiento y yendo POl' sus jornadas plugo a dios que
toparon con una tan buena tierra corrio v ra mag t vera porIa
rrelacion de fray marcos Y POl' 10 quel visorrey escrive a v ra
magt que POl' hazello el no 10 hago yo aqui / espero que dios y
vra magt an de ser muy servidos asi porIa grandeza que fray
marcos cuenta de la tierra como porIa buena horden e
yndustria quel vysorrey a tenido en descubrilla y tendra en
pacificalla y ponella debaxo del dominio de v ra magt ,13
In ·"The Road to Cibola" I showed that the Fray Marcos
account stood convicted of fraud by its own calendar, and it
will therefore not be necessary to take up again the entire
relaci6n. Certain points in it can now be settled, however:
(a.) The starting point of the journey was at\ San
Miguel de Culiacan, which at that time was not located where
the modern Culiacan stands, but ten leagues farther south on
the Rio of N avito or San Lorenzo. Guzman formed the villa
first in the Valley of Culiacan and then moved it south. The
Abecedario of the encomiendas drawn up in the 1540's14
shows that the villa was at that time still in the more southerly location.
(b.) By disregarding Fray Marcos' calendar commentators have sought to find his major stop, Vacapa, in various
parts of middle and even of far northern Sonora. Yet the
elapsed time between the start and the arrival at Vacapa
was only two weeks, of which three days were lost OJ the
illness of the second friar, who had to abandon the trip. It
becomes apparent at once that Vacapa can hardly lIe much
north of the present Sinaloa-Sonora boundary. Previously
I had considered both the identifications of Vacapa with the
modern Vaca, a Mayo Indian village on the Fuerte River,
which has an hispanicized Indian name, and with some place
13. In Arch. Gen: Ind., Aud. de Guadalajara, leg. 5 (66-5-74).
14.· Published by Paso y Troncoso, in Papeles ·de Nueva Espana, Ser. 2, vol. 1.
There are many encomiendas listed for the Culiacan Valley and the country south,
with indications of their distance to the villa.
.
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on the Mayo River near Alamos. The question of Vacapa is
important because Fray Marcos did not leave there until
the day after Easter, which fell on April 6 in 1539 according
to the Julian calendar in which Fray Marcos' dates must be
reckoned, exactly a month after he set out from the villa
of Culiac:'in, with one fourth of the time of his expedition accounted for. The time of Fray Marcos' start is checked by
a letter of Coronado. According to the friar's own statements he had at most eleven days' marches from Culiacan
to Vacapa, if he did not stop on Sundays. Credit him 'with
sixty leagues for this time, a good performance on foot, and
he is at the border line of Sinaloa and Sonora, reckoning that
the villa of Culiacan lay ten leagues south of its present
position.
It is now probably possible to fix the location of Vacapa
as between the Fuerte and Mayo rivers: (1) The pueblo of
Cuchillo-i. e. of the knife-like ridge'-was so na~ed by
Cabeza de Vaca. Oviedo describes it as being "on a sierra
above a very high and rough crag (risco)" 15 and places it
at forty leagues north of "Culuacan" (which may have been
either the valley or the villa, but in either case is somewhat
short of the actual distance). It was an important Indian
center and is the only one noted by Cabeza de Vaca for this
part of the journey. (2) Coronado, in the letter of which an
extract is given above, gives the distance of the Pueblo of
the Cuchillo as about sixty leagues north from Culiacan. He
sent freed slaves as messengers of good will to Petatlan (now
the town of Sinaloa) and to Cuchillo before starting Fray
Marcos on, his journey. As a result more than eighty men
came down from the northern villages to see Coronado at
Culiacan. To these new-found friends Coronado entrusted
the order "that they conduct Fray Marcos and Esteban inland with all security." Since both Petatlan and Cuchillo
were on the road north which the friar wished to take, which
was the road by which Cabeza de Vaca had brought the
negro down, and since the guides came from these places it
16.

Book 36, Ch. 6.
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would be passing strange if Fray Marcos had not been taken
north through both Petatlan and Cuchillo. (3) The friar
does indeed mention Petatlan on his way and broke his
journey there for three days. His account lacks straightforwardness, thereafter, because he works in a claim of
having gone to see the island where Cortes had been. After
leaving Petatlan he mentions a stretch of twenty-five to
thirty leagues with nothing worth reporting (the dry scrub
country north of Rio Sinaloa) , and later three days of marching through Indian settlements (Fuerte Valley) to the pueblo
of Vacapa, and Vacapa he thought was forty leagues from
the sea. Cuchillo sixty leagues on the road north from
Culiacan, the Franciscan guided by Indians from Cuchillo,
the first major leg of the journey ended after a march of
eleven days at Vacapa, which is far in from the sea and at
the end of a three days' stretch of inhabited country-all
these items seem to add up to an identification of Cuchillo
with Vacapa or Vaca, or at least to point to a near-by location. (4) The great captain of the northern frontier in the
early seventeenth century, Martinez Hurdaide, had to do
with an Indian pueblo situated at or near the present Vaca,
which he called Vacapa,16 (5) The modern Vaca lies on a
broad terrace south of the Fuerte River. A short distance
up-stream the foothills of the Sierra Madre set- in and to
the north and northwest lies a deeply trenched mountain
country. The present village was relocated in the eighteenth
century from a highland situation farther northwest. An
undated manuscript of about 1777 heightens the probability
that Vacapa and Cuchillo were the same pueblo,17 A crude
map shows the Pueblo de Vaca south of the Fuerte in its
present location, across the river and apparently north of
west at a distance of four leagues the Puerto de Yataque,
placeres de oro este puesto de Imemorial tiempo, esto es de
bollagua. The description reads "puesto de babollagua
placeres de oro este puesto de Imemorial tiempo, esto es de
16. "The Road to Cibola," p. 25.
17. DescripcWn topograjica de la Villa. y Fuerte de M<ntte8claros, in Biblioteca
NacionaI, Madrid, Ms. 2449.
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su conquista, era de esta J urisdiccion y en el estaba radicada
el pueblo que es. hoy de Vaca. Modernamente se descubrio
en ellos placeres de oro." Then follows an account of the capture of title to the land and of the relocation of the pueblo
on the Fuerte River.
The original Vaca, which earlier was called Vacapa, is
to be sought therefore seven leagues from the present Vaca
within a triangle formed by the pueblos of Vaca and Toro
on the Fuerte River and the ranch and valley of Guirocoba
in Sonora above Alamos. The reader may place it about
twenty miles by air line due north of the modern town of
EI Fuerte, or twenty-five to, thirty southeast of Alamos,
and lying probably slightly within the limits of Sonora. This
is a land of "picachos and penascos," or as Oviedo reported,
of "riscos;" sharp, knife-like crests with valleys between.
The name Cuchillo is therefore most aptly applied in this
area. 'rhe locality will appro~mate very closely to Coronado's estimate of sixty leaiues from the Culiacan of that
time, by a straight trail through Petatlan (Sinaloa). It was
therefore attainable in the friar's marching time of eleven
days. It is also about forty leagues from the sea, as Fray
Marcos said.
(c.) The second month of the expedition was taken up
by the journey north through Sonora. There are just
enough critical points of support to keep the second stage in
order.' They are: (1) departure from Vacapa April 7, (2)
march of three days fromVacapa to the place of the' first
news of Cibola, (3) arrival at the end of the, settled country
May 5, (4) distance from the place of the first news of
Cibola to the end of the settled country, 112 or rather 116
leagues, almost the only specific distance in the entire
relacion. ' In the three days from Vacapa Brother Mark
should have passed through Alamos and reached the Mayo
River at the crossing of the Camino Real, Conicarit. This
then was the place of the first accounts of, conditions at
Cibola.

i
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If we follow the great colonial road of northwestern
New Spain we shall go up the Cedros River, over an easy
gap to the Rio Chico, and thus straight down to the Yaqui
River. Thence the road goes up the Yaqui to Soyopa~ thereupon across a wide granitic upland to drop again, this time
into the lower part of the Valle de Sonora below Babiacora.
Thus far the road has run north-northwest from Alamos
by a nearly constant course. Up the Valley of Sonora it
passes almost due north. In the headwaters of the Sonora
River lay also, in this direction, the end of the settled Indian
country. We know that the last farming settlement was
about Bacoachi, in several arroyos that form the sources
of the Sonora River,southeast of Cananea. From here the
old Camino will measure approximately the 112 leagues of
Fray Marcos to the Mayo River.
Add the three days from Vacapa to the Mayo, and the
total distance claimed for the second month is 125 to 130
,leagues. The total elapsed time from Vacapa to the last
settled place at the north was four weeks. If the friar rested
only Sundays, and there is no reason to think from the
amount of gossip he relates from this part of the country
that he was in any driving hurry, this would still leave an
average march of six leagues per traveling day. He therefore maintained a -very creditable traveling rate through
both Sinaloa and Sonora.
During both months he simply backtracked the road
down which Cabeza de Vaca had come, by the most eligible
n'atural series of passageways from Sinaloa to Arizona.
This was the route which Coronado was to follow the next
year, which thereafter was to be the Spanish highway into
all the northwest, and which undoubtedly was nothing else
than the Indian road between the Pueblo country and the
valley provinces of the Mexican west coast. There has been
much needless mystification about the routes across the
State of Sonora.' Essentially there was one way, the straight
way between the north and south, the road through the most
settled and most valued land, the famous camino real via

II
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Alamos, the Sonora Valley, and the Cananea Plain. There is
no reason to doubt that Mark stayed closely with this route;
it is the only route moreover that will place him at the head
of the Sonora River, i. e. at the beginning of the last great
despoblado, in the necessary time as given in his account.
Once more his account of the coast is faked, a translation of hearsay into his own observation. But the rest of
the notes on the country and the Indian data make sense as
I have shown in my previous study.
The usual assignment of the northern settlements of
Fray M~rcos to the Pima.of Arizona does violence to both the
ethnography and geography. 'The people of the irrigated
lands and the barrios were the Opata of the Valley of Sonora,
as the friar's statements show sufficiently well. It has not
been noted widely that Buckingham Smith picked up an
identification of this area by name on the part of Fray
Marcos. He cites las Casas as saying: "A friar whom I
knew well, Marcos de Niza, of the order of Saint Francis, in
coming to Sonora entered the chief and principal town,
where the lord of the valley came out to receive him." 18
(During the sixteenth century and much later, Sonora referred only to the Valley of Sonora, a stretch between the
canyon below Arizpe and above the canyon,of Ures.)
(d.) We can be quite confident therefore that the last
despoblado entered was the high plain of Cananea at the
headwaters of the Sonora. This ,marks the boundary between the Opatit valley pueblos and a land within the range
of the Upper Pima Indians, but mostly unsettled. This
despoblado was entered May 9. Of the approximate period
of one hundred days available from the start at San Miguel
de Culican to his return to the same place sixty-three were
past when the last despoblado was entered. From Bacoachi,
the last Opata settlement on the route north, to Naco on the
international border is about sixteen of the leagues of that
18, His footnote to Chapter 32 in the translation of Caheza de Vaca. Buckingham
Smith did a much better job than most later commentators. His critique was remarkably acute considering the status of· knowledge at his time.
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time. By the usual marches this would place him at the
border of Arizona on May 12, five weeks or less to get up to
Zuni and back to Culiacan! The answer is simple, it couldn't
be done and it was not done.
Give the party three days on .the Arizona side of the
border.. That would bring them to the middle of May, one
month to get back to Culiacan with 220 to 230 leagues to
cover. This is about the,limit of what appears possible.
Hence, it would seem, the failure to note the Pima settlements on the San Pedro River on the road ahead. They were
not noted because the party got the word of Esteban that
turned them back before reaching the San Pedro Pima. I
have permitted· Fray Marcos to get as far north as the
record permits. They did excellent traveling back if they
got as far north as r have indicated. He may not have.
crossed the Arizona line.
. (e.) It has been my attempt to give the friar as much
leeway as seems just, before starting the expedition on its
return. Forced marches are hard to maintain for a long
period. The outward journey was made in spring and,
gradually, into high countrY:--' The return journey brought
them soon into the full blast of summer heat. Southern
Sonora and Sinaloa by June are among the hottest parts of
the world, when people can not march fast and furiously.
When the summer rains set in, the rivers become difficult or
impossible to cross, especially in Sinaloa. The lowlands of
Nayarit, through which the return to Compostela and
Mexico lay, are then nearly or quite impassable. The end
of June was about the limit of safety for getting through to
Compostela. This was, I strongly suspect, the real reason
for timing the return.
(f.) There remains the final question as to whether
Fray Marcos returned to Culiacan around the middle of June
and to Compostela by the end of the month. The tropical summer rainfall regime to which I have referred above is such
that, if advice was got from residents of Culiacan, the friar
must have planned to put the lowlands of Nayarit behind
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him before the heavy summer rains fl.o9d them. A definite
date of return has not been established. I submitted in my
previous study evidence supporting the usual assignment
of the end of June for the arrival of Fray Marcos at Compostela. Wagner in his 1934 study in this quarterly has supported the conclusion by a letter from Cortes.
The letter of Coronado which I was fortunate enough
to secure (by photographic copy) gives the closest approximation yet found. The letter is dated at Compostela July 15.
It is a formal communication to the king on the conduct of
his government, in the handw'riting of a clerk,. signed by
Coronado. The letter was probably the work of a number
, of days. The report on Fray Marcos is an integral part of
the composition, not an afterthought or postscript. There
is no mention that the friar has just then arrived. The latter
part of Coronado's statement reads: "and going on their
journeys it pleased God that they met with so fine a land as
Your Majesty shall learn from the relation of Fray Marcos
and by that which the viceroy is writing. Because he is
doing this I shall not do so here. I hope that God and Your
Majesty will be greatly served as well by the grandeur
which Fray Marcos relates of the land as by the good order
and industry which the viceroy has kept in discovering it
and which he will maintain in pacifying it and bringing it
under the dominion of Your Majesty." This certainly does
not read like a breathless statement of extraordinary news
received at the moment.
The puzzling part of the passage is the matter-of-fact
manner in which Coronado speaks of what one Viceroy was
doing and was about to do concerning the findings of Fray
Marcos. The.letter of Cortes, referred to by Wagner, indicates that Coronado was in Mexico City very near the date
of the letter I have introduced. May therefore the signature
of Coronado's letter as given at Compostela be an innocent
fiction? Reporting as governor of New Galicia to the king,
may he have signed as writing from his official residence at
Compostela, whereas he was then actually in the City of Mexico and had been in conference with Mendoza?
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It is time that the story of the discovery of the Seven

Cities by Fray Marcos be classed where it belongs, as a hoax
devised in the interests of Mendoza's Realpolitik: All that
can he credited in reason to Fray Marcos is that he was sent
out to establish as strong a claim" as possible for Mendoza
against Cortes, that he got into northern Sonora, but little if
any beyond, and that he brought back Indian accounts both
of the Pueblo country and of the upper Gulf of Califo"rnia.
These were dressed up into a claim of discovery, that would"
be useful to Mendoza in forestalling Cortes and in making
propaganda for the" official entrada and conquista that was
to follow immediately..
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CORONADO'S TESTIMONY IN THE VICEROY
MENDOZA RESIDENCIA
By ARTHUR S. AITON .and AGAPITO
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INTRODUCTION

of a new Coronado document is an
Since George Parker Winship's monumental
work appeared in 1896 little additional information has
come to light concerning either the man or his great entrada
into the Southwest. 1 Coronado's final.report of his expedition, his own diary, or diaries of those who accompanied
him, perhaps even the day by day account of an official diarist
will be unearthed in the Archivo General de Indias at Seville
, at some future date. Until that happy time we shall have to
be content with the contemporary letters and the narrative
of the veteran Pedro de Castaneda, written many years after
the event, made available in Winship, the sixteenth century
chronicle of Baltasar de Obregon,2 and the sworn testimony
of Coronado in the viceroy Mendoza's visita, here repro~
duced.
Francisco Vazquez de Coronado came to the New World
in 1535 as one of the gentlemen in the train of Viceroy Antonio de Mendoza, _whom he had known at court in Spain.
He was a native of Salamanca, a younger son of Juan Vazquez de Coronado and Dona Isabel de Lujan, both of gentle
birth.3 Hi~ grandfather, Juan Vasquez de Coronado, "el
viejo," had two wives, Berenguela Vazquez, grandmother of
HE PUBLICATION

T event.

1. George Parker ,Winship, The Coronado Expeditwn, 15J,O-15J,f!, in the FO'Urteenth Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology, Washington, 1896. A. S. Aiton contributed an account of his last years, HThe Later Career of Coronado" in American
Historical Review, XXX, 298-305. Regarding the route of his expedition, see W. E.
Richey. uEa;rlY Spanish Exp]ora,.tions and Indian implements in Kansas," Kansas State
Historical Socisty CoUections, VIII, 152-168; and David Donahue "The Route of the
Coronado Expedition," Southwestern Historical Quarterly, XXXII, 181-193 presents
the view that the explorers never left Texas.
2. Obregon's History of 16th Century Exploratw'ns in Western America, trans.
and ed. by George P. Hammond and Agapito Rey. Los Angeles, 1928.
3. Francisco de Icaza, DiccionarW autobwgrdjico de conquistadores y pobladores
de Nueva Espana, 2 vol. (Madrid, 1923), I, 186.
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the future seeker of the Seven Cities of Cibola, and Maria
Fernandez, mother of his great uncle, Gonzalo Vasquez,
Maria Vazquez and certain other unnamed great-aunts. 4
Francisco's father inherited the estate of his father and
the enmity of the children by the second wife, Maria Fermlndez, as is evidenced by the suit brought against him .by them. 5
Nevertheless, he seems to have prospered and to have earned
the rewards of faithful service to the crown, for we find him
appointed to the office of corregidor in tl!e city of Burgos in
1512, 6 and sufficiently wealthy in 1520 to safeguard the succession of his estate from the troubles which had harassed
his own inheritance. 7 At this time he created a mayorazgo
whereby the eldest son, by his wife Dona Isabel de Lujan,
Gonzalo Vazquez de Coronado, should inherit his entire
estate, and in turn it should be passed down through the
eldest sons or as otherwise provided in the instrument. Two
of the daughters became nuns and appropriate endowments
were made to the convents, while the younger sons, and
among them Francisco, were given outright settlements
which extinguished any future claims they might make
against their father's estate. From this it is clear that Francisco Vazquez de Coronado was an adventurous younger
son with no expectations who went to the colonies to seek
fame and fortune like many young Britishers of a later day.
Favored by the viceroy's esteem and friendship, Francisco Vazquez de Coronado was received as a regidor of the
town council of Mexico City, June 14, 1538, and shortly
thereafter he was appointed governor of New Galicia, to
which province he repaired to prepare the great expedition
4. Archivo General de SimancaB, Sello, May 1480, Instructions of Ferdinand and
Isabella in the suit of Gonzalo 'Vazquez and his sister against Juan Vazquez de Coronado. We are indebted to Miss Alice Gould for this and the following citations to
Coronado materials contained in the Sello papers at Simancas. While working at
Simancas in 1928-29 the writer's attention was called to these materials by Miss Gould,
whose great store of archives lore is most generously placed at the disposal of all transient scholars visiting Valladolid and the nearby repository of Simancas.
5. Ibid., Sello, Jan. 1489, a suit pending, Aug., 1489, Comisi6n.
6. Ibid., Sello, May 29, 1512, Provisions de Corregimiento a Juan Vazquez de
Coronado.
7. Ibid., Sello, May 9, 1520, Facultad granted to Juan Vazquez de Coronado, citizen of Salamanca, approving his creating of a mayorazgo.
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which bears his name. In this period, prior to its departure
in February of 1540, he married Beatriz de Estrada, wealthy
heiress of the late treasurer of New Spain, Alonso de Estrada.' From her patrimony, undQUbtedly, came the fifty
thousand ducats he claimed to have expended in the expedition. s
On his return from the journey to Cibola and Golden
Quivira, Coronado was in disfavor as the dazzling hopes of
his departure had not been realized, and his leadership was
open to considerable. criticism. He resumed his duties as
re\gidor and governor, but in the latter office disaster overtook him. A residencia in 1544 revealed incompetence
and dereliction of duty, so he was removed as governor.
The remainder of his days were spent in the minor role of
town officer and rancher, with his time divided between his
country estates and the city of Mexico. He was never again
entrusted with an important post although he continued on
friendly terms with the administration of New Spain. A
long illness terminated in death just prior to November 12,
1554, when his passing was noted as a matter of routine
business in the minutes of the town council.
The great visita of the officials of New Spain, conducted
by Tello de Sandoval, 1544-1547, provided the occasion for
the appearance of Francisco Vazquez de Coronado as a witness. 9 The visitor brought forty-four charges against the
viceroy, Antonio de Mendoza, June 21, 1546, to which this
officer replied with a vigorous and categorical denial. To
substantiate his statements he drew up a list of three hundred and three assertions in the form of questions to which
interrogatorio,1° hundreds of the substantial citizens of New
8. IcazR, Ope cit., loco cit., who writes uDestrada."
9. For descriptions of the visita. cf. A. S. Aiton, Antonio dc Mendoza, (Durham,
N. C., 1927), 158-172; C. Perez Bustamante, Don Antonio de Mendoza (Santiago de
Galicia, 1928), 99-107. The former has made citations to the testimony of Coronado
at pertinent points.
10. This is printed in Joaquin Garcia Icazbalceta, Colecci6n de documento. para
la hi.tom de Mexico, 2 vol. (Mexico, 1858-66), II, 72-140, under the title "Fragmenta
de la visita hecha a don Antonio de Mendoza." This was drawn up by the notary
Miguel L6pez de Legazpi, but lacks the five additional questions framed by Juan de
Salazar for the probanza in Michoacan.
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Spain testified under oath as to their truth or falsity and
supplied any additional information they happened to
possess.
Coronado's turn came January 18, 1547, in Mexico
City, and his replies are of peculiar interest where the conduct of his expedition was the subject of inquiry. A total
of fourteen answers touch on this subject. Although an
obvious bias is apparent, Coronado was a valuable witness
for the administration, since he was able to speak as an eyewitness concerning many of the events under discussion and
to give details lacking in the interrogatorio. His statement
(question 124) that Cortes attempted to form a: partnership
with the viceroy for the furtherance of northern discoveries,
to be financed by the Marquis, is of greatest interest. Many
sidelights are afforded on the viceroy's character and methods, on the treatment accorded the Indians, and the manifold
relationships of the government of early New Spain to the
governed in all phases of life. From this point of view· the
document constitutes a useful complement to the interrogatorio printed by Garcia. Icazbalceta, just after the middle
of the last century, and all too infrequently used by scholars
.
since its publication.
This translation was made from a paleographic transcript prepared under the direction Of one of the editors from
the original in the Archivo General de Indias. It waslater
carefully compared with the original which is to be found in
the papers of the Tello de Sandoval visita (Justicia, Legajo
48-1-9/31) of that wealthyrepository in Seville. A reclassification of the archives has been completed since the manuscript was examined, but citation is given to the older legajo
number as the new numbers for individual legajos are not
available.H This should occasion no inconvenience as the
archive's officiais have ~etained the legajos intact, save in
Ii. For recent comment on this reclassification Cj. R. R. Hill "Reforms in shelving and numbering in the Archivo General de India5,~J The Hispanic American Hist<>rical Review, X, 520-525; Jose Torre Revello, El Archivo General de Indias de Sevilla, historia y clasificaci6n de sus fonda.s, Instituto de investigaciones hist6ricas, L.
Buenos Aires, 1929.
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the case of the large 'legajos which were split for ease of
shelving and handling, and a key to cross references from
the old to the new arrangement is available in Seville but,
unfortunately, is not yet in print and at the disposal of the
editors. In the text Spanish words which have become
familiar to English readers through the writings of scholars
in the Hispanic-American field have not been italicized.
A. S. AITON.
1547-INVESTIGATION OF THE VICEROY OF NEW SPAIN,
DON ANTONIO DE MENDOZA
... Witness IX.
The said Francisco Vazquez de Coronado, native of the city of
Salamanca in the kingdoms of Castile, governor for His Majesty in
the province of New Galicia, resident and regidor of this City of Mexico
of this New Spain, having been sworn and being examined on the
questions for which he appeared testified as follows:
To the first question he replied that he knew the said don Antonio
de Mendoza as viceroy and governor of this New Spain and as president of the royal audiencia located in it, for as such he is accepted and
acknowledged, and as such he has seen him use and exercise the said
offices in the name of His Majesty and has seen the commissions of
viceroy, governor, and president which he holds from His Majesty, and
has known him in these offices fo! eleven years, more or less. That he
knew the said Visitor Francisco Tello 'de Sandoval' since he came to
this new Spain and long before that. (General:) Examined on the
general questions he said that he is over thirty years of age and is not
a relative of, nor related to, the said viceroy or holds any enmity against
him, or is there any cause why under oath he would fail to tell the truth
and what he knows; or is he disqualified by anything in any of the
general questions. That he desires that the truth be known and verified,
because he likes truth and because he believes and feels certain that, if
the truth i,s known and established concerning how the said viceroy has
lived in New Spain and discharged the offices he holds in it, His Majesty
will be well served and will be greatly enlightened, if it is possible for
him to be more so, that he may trust and employ the said viceroy don
Antonio de Mendoza in very important enterprises.
1.

1. A member of the Council of the Indies, canon of the Cathedral in Seville, and
inquisitor of the bishopric of Toledo, who in addition to wide power as visitor-general
of New Spain also was empowered to act as inquisitor of the viceroyalty.
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2. To the second question he replied that concerning the staff of justice' which the said viceroy gave the said Martin de Peralta," where the
question touches on this point, this witness believes that he has made
his statement concerning it in the secret inquiry before the said visitor
and does not remember what he has said about this matter, but that
he knows that what he declared was true, as likewise it is and will be
what he may testify now, for his aim and intention in both cases is to
tell the truth as a Christian. ,ll'hat in so far as the question states that
the said viceroy gave the said staff to the said Martin de Peralta with
the intention and for the purpose th.at the question states this witness .
believes and considers it certain that it was given for the reason the
question states, for it is true that many young gentlemen and other
unattached people came with and used to follow the said viceroy, and
this witness was one of those who came with the said viceroy and accompanied him. That this witness knew then how the said viceroy and the
people who came with him disembarked in the port mentioned in the
question; that it was his intention to protect, defend, and favor the
natives of this New Spain and that they should not be offended or ill
treated. He understands and holds from what he has said that the
appointment was given to the said Martin de Peralta for the purpose
mentioned in the question and for nothing else.
3. To the third question he replied that he knows the affair as is stated
in the question,' because he saw that it happened and took place according to and as described, as a person .who was present at the whole thing
with the said viceroy. Thus for this reason, and for others that may be
brought out, this witness thinks and holds for certain that it was
expedient and necessary to give the said office to the said Martin de
Peralta for the reasons already stated and because Martin de Peralta
was a married man, honorable, gentle and honest, and because in this he
did what was proper, as is public and notorious.
4. To the fourth question this witness answered that he had already
made his statement in the secret inquiry concerning a certain punish2. A staff of office symbolical of the majesty of the law carried by those charged
with the administration of justice.
,3. Coronado had made an earlier statement in the secret inquiry of the visitor and
was quite anxious to avoid contradictions .(infra question 66) between the two sets of
replies. The question to which this constitutes an answer and the two succeeding
questions are concerned with the visitor's charge that the viceroy meted out justice
before he had been inducted into his offices. Mendoza's statement was that he had entrusted the punishment of any of the people with him on the march from Vera Cruz to
Mexico City to Martin de Peralta to protect the natives alo'!g the route fro;" molestation.
4. The viceroy had brought one Aguirre, a servant, before Peralta' for a public
brawl in an inn and a public whipping had been administered as punishment. Mendoza
was not a letTado and never assumed the duty of administering justice.
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ment meted out to Pedro Garcia Naguatato in the pueblo of Tezcoco:
and that the declaration he had made about it was true. That he
knows that all the rest contained in the question is· also true as this
witness saw it and was present at all of it. It is to be understood that
this and what he has already testified is the truth and that it is not
the intention of this witness to have his statements contradict one
another,
9. To the ninth question" he replied that he knew that the said viceroy both in the offices he held from His Majesty and without them in his
court in the kingdoms of Castile and in this New Spain has always been
and is long suffering and temperate, this in deeds and words, both with
those who hold offices and govern as with the servants in his household.
He hears them and deals with them with all kindness and promptness;
this at all hours that officials and other persons had or have business
to transact with the said viceroy. There being no interference of doorkeepers or other persons with such petitioners, as the viceroy is a person who sleeps little and is accustomed to rising early to hear and
transact affairs. It has befallen a petitioner to arrive at his bed
chamber and shake him by a foot in his bed so that he would hear ,him,
and the said viceroy would hear him with all kindness, as he has stated,
What he has said he knows, as a person who knew the said viceroy; has
treated and communicated with him and saw everything, except what
is said about being pulled by his foot in bed, as he did not see that, but
it was certified to him by one who saw it. A~ to the statement that the
said viceroy being in public audiencia said that this city" lied, this
witness states that he was and is regidor of this said city and that he
does not know nor has heard it said that the said viceroy uttered what
the question states, nor does he believe that he would say such a thing,
as this wit~ess has seen that the said viceroy treats the regidores of
this city well and honors them when an occasion comes. And that the
word that the question mentions is such that could never have been
uttered by the said viceroy, because he would not say it to other persons
of less prominence· even if they gave him occasion for it, for the said
viceroy is,.ashe has stated,very polite and careful in his words and
actions, particularly when in public audiencia, where it is desirable
6. Pedro Garcia. the servant and interpreter, brought from Spain by the viceroy,
had violated orders not to accept any gifts from the Indians and was given one· hundred
stripes of the· lash in public at this pueblo near Mexico City by MartIn de Peralta's
order;
6. Mendoza had been accused for being harsh and intemperate in the language
he used toward subordinates and had. in particular. called the councilmen of Mexico
City "liars."
.7. The word in the text is "Cibdad" but the Cabildo was meant. This is a curious
instance of personification of a city wherein a remark alleged to have been spoken to
the town council was regarded as a reflection on the entire population,
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that one comport himself, as has been done, with great reverence, circumspection and attention, hearing that which is related and of each
person particularly what he requests...It is not to be credited nor' does
this witness believe that he said that this city lied, this witness rather
believed the contrary.
10. To th.e tenth question he replied that he took the said Francisco de
Santa Cruz· to be just such a person as· is described in the question,"
for he believes and holds it to be certain that if the said viceroy had
reprimanded him in any way whatsoever it would be because the said
Francisco de Santa Cruz deserved it.
12. To the twelfth question he replied that this witness had seen that
the said viceroy had both desire and intention, shown in his words
and deeds, to have the proper thing done in all matters concerning the
good government of this City of Mexico and. of New Spain. That if
the said viceroy addressed some harsh words to the regidores of this
city or to some one of them it was more by way of reprimand than
because of selfishness of the said viceroy, which this witness has never
known to exist in him, nor does he believe existed' or is he possessed of
it now, that on account of it he could say a harsh word to any regidor,'
because this witness has always observed that the said viceroy has
tried and endeavors now to maintain this city and New Spain in order
and peace, meting out equal justice to all as has been and is public and
notorious, and that this witness· has neither seen nor heard to the
contrary.
14. To the fourteenth question 10 he replied that he understood it as
stated since as regidor of this said city he saw it happen and occur
according to and as stated and set forth in the question, and that this
witness has neither 'seen nor heard to the contrary. That if anything
had taken place this witness would have seen it or heard' and learned
about it, andit could not have been otherwise.
.
15. ' To the fifteenth question U he replied that his knowledge of it is,
that ever since the said viceroy has ruled in this New Spain this witness has not known, seen, or heard it stated that the said viceroy per8. A native of Burgos who came to New Spain with Plmfilo de Narvaez. He had
had previous service in Italy and was present at the capture of Mexico City, Higueras,
. and Honduras. In New Spain he married and had many children.
9. The question stated that Francisco de Santa Cruz was a quarrelsome person
and that the viceroy, if he ~eprimanded him, did so with reason.
10. The question stated that the viceroy had given the cabildo full liberty to write
and to send proct·ors to the court in Spain and had never interfered in elections to
municipal office.
'
11. The fifth charge placed against Mendoza by the visitor was 1Jhat he had inspected all the letters arriving in New Spain and had withheld letters from certain
individuals.
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sonally, or by his command, hindered or failed to deliver any letter
or despatch that came from Spain or elsewhere to this New Spain for
per:sons who resided or reside in it. On the contrary, that he freely
desires and has desired that they be delivered to everyone. That this
witness once said to the said viceroy that he, being accustomed to sending his despatches and letters in the letterbag that his lordship despatched to His Majesty, and since he had occasion to send two letters,
one for one of the members of the Council of Indies, and having brought
it unsealed, that he begged him to examine it, as it was not to go in
his mailbag as others, and that this witness told him about it in the
hope he would favor him in the transaction about which he wrote, and
the said viceroy replied to him: "You know very well that I am not in
the habit of finding out or reading what others write nor what is
written to them." Thus the said viceroy did not wish to see or read the
said letter. And that what he had. said was what he knew about this
question.
16. To the sixteenth questionlJ! he replied that what he knows about it
is that this witness came to this New Spain wtih the said viceroy, for
which reason he did not take part in any of the conquests carried out
in the times of other governors, but has heard it stated as public and
notorious that one or some of those who governed in this New Spain
before the said viceroy, in some incursions and conquests they made,
did and were in the habit of doing what is contained in this question.
That there was one governor'" who took with him as prisoners the persons he called on to go with him and wanted to get rid of them; from
others he took arms and horses by force to distribute among the persons who did not. possess them. That this is what he knows of this
question.
17. To the seventeenth question thIs witness replied that he was not
in this New Spain at the time, as he had gone to serve His Majesty in
the conquest and discovery of the new land of Cibola, but that he believes
and holds it for certain that the said viceroy furnished and supplied
.from his own resources the aid and help that the question states." He
believes this, as the said viceroy has always been and is well disposed
and ready to serve His Majesty with his person and wealth as he has
done and does.
12. The viceroy had been accused by the. visitor of accepting gifts of horses and
replied that the horses were only accepted as substitutes for the military services of
their donors in the expeditions of His Majesty.
13. NUDo de Guzman undoubtedly.
14. Mendoza furnished horses from his ranches and arms from his private stores
for the use of those going with him to the Mixt6n war.
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20. To the twentieth question:U; he replied that he knows it to be as
stated, because he saw it happen and take place according to and in the
manner the question states and declares as is public and notorious.
21. To the twenty-first question he replied that he understood it to be
as stated in the question since, by order of the said viceroy, this witness
had seen built, repaired, and opened all the roads mentioned in the question, or most of them.lIl This witness by order of the said viceroy even
took part in making, opening, and repairing some of the said roads.
That what is stated in this question is public and notorious in this New
Spain,
22. To the twenty-second question he replied that he understood it to
be as set forth since from the building, opening, and repairing of these
roads by the said viceroy there had accrued to many of the 'natives the
advantages and benefits that the question relates. Because over, the
said roads travel pack trains of mules and horses, and on some of them
carts, and by reason of this many of the said natives are relieved of
hardships, and this would not be the case if the said roads had not been
built. Even the Spaniards, residents, settlers, and inhabitants of this
New Spain, have derived benefit and profit thereby as i.s public and
notorious.
23. To the twenty~third question he replied that it is as stated and
declared in the question," and that concerning the damage that the
carts cause to the streets, this, witness as a regidor of this city with
other regidores of it discussed at times forbidding the entrance .of carts
into th~s city by reason of the harm they did to the streets,and that
up to the present the cabildo of this city has not decreed against the
circulation of carts through the streets.
27. To the twenty-seventh question 1• this witness replied that what
he knows about it i.s that when he came to ,this said city from his Cibola
15. The question stated that the viceroy since his arrival had repaired the streets
of Mexico, and had constructed new roads, street~t bridges, and causeways.
.
16. New roads had been constructed to Acapulco, Oaxaca, Telmantepeque, Michoacan, Colima, Jalisco, and Panuco. Local roads to the mines of Taxco, Zultepeque,
and Zumpango had also been built; while the road to Vera Cruz had been repaired.
17. The Viceregal statement was that the streets owed their bad condition to the
heavy carts which broke them down and to the frequent breaks in the aqueduct which
washed them out. A skilled aqueduct builder had been requested by the viceroy but had
, not been sent from Spain. .
18. Mendoza had been accused by the visitor of marrying his sister, Marfa .de
Mendoza, to the wealthy mine owner, Martin de Ircio, by proxy, while she was still
in Spain, and then, after Ircio had 'paid the costs of her: journey to New Spain, of
withholding her from communication .with her husband. Mendoza explained that his
sister had taken a vow from which she had to be' released before her marriage could
be consummated and that he used no compulsion whatsoever. In this he was fully
supported by the testimony of Bishop Zumarraga and other distinguished churchmen.
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expedition he found that the said Dona Marfa de Mendoza lived in a
room in the residence of the said viceroy and that the said Dona Maria
enjoyed full freedom and inquired from and consulted with _ learned
clergymen as well as with other persons of experience and conscience
about what is related in the question. This witness being informed, he
was present at her wedding to the said Martin de Ircio. Thus they were
married, and during her wedded life the said Dona Maria was delivered
of children. This is what he knows about this question.
28. To the twenty-eighth question he replied that this witness has seen
that the said viceroy has had and has a book ' • in which this witness has
seen entered some of the provisions the said viceroy enacted for the
government [of New Spain], which is a beneficial and necessary thing.
He has heard it said that the governors who preceded him did not have
it.
31. To the thirty-first question"" he answered that it is as the question
states and declares it to be.
32. To the thirty,.,second question 21 he replied that he understands it to
be as stated, as this witness is .the said Francisco Vazquez de Coronado
mentioned in the question.
33. To the thirty-third question this witness replied that he was not
in this country at the time when the events mentioned in the question"
took place, however, that upon his arrival he was told that the individuals were Juan de Carvajal and Juan Enriquez, and that it was as
the question states.
37. To the thirty-seventh question"" he replied that he understood it as
stated, as this witness had received notice of the grant (Cedula) from
19. An official record in which all the decrees of the government -were entered.
The visitor had accused the viceroy of acting through his personal secretaries so that
no record of many transactions had heen ~pt.
20. The visitor had accused the viceroy of favoritism in disputes over certain
holdings of Indians in encomienda. He replied that these cases had been submitted
as legal cases to the audiencia for decision and had been settled by due process of law.
21. Dona Marina. the widow' of the treasurer Alfonso de Estrada, and her son-inlaw Francisco Vasquez de Coronado brought suit against the fiscal over the disposition
of half of the Indians of Tlapa which was adjudged in their favor by the audiencia.
22. Juan de Carvajal, a native of Plasencia and a resident of Mexico City, and
his wife had had a suit with Juan Enriquez and his wife over certain Indians that
had been in encomienda to Francisco Rodriguez Margarino but both parties had agreed
and a cedula of encomienda had been granted them legally before the "New Laws" had
been published.
23. The visitor had accused the viceroy of favoring Lope de Samaniego when he
was keeper of the arsenal, with a corregimiento of Indians and a free supply of wood
and feed for his horses, which services he had not seen fit to extend to the incumbent
keeper, Bernaldino de AIbornoz. The viceroy replied that Lope de Samaniego had
presented a royal cedula for the corregimiento and that the office of Alcaide did not
carry with it any inherent right to Indians. and that Albornoz, lacking a cedula, had
not been granted them.
-
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His Majesty, held by the said Alcaide Lope de Samaniego, was as the
question states. With respeCt to what the question says that he was not
granted [a corregimiento] through partiality is correct; because the
said viceroy has not been nor is partial to any person either publicly
or privately, but rather very just with all. And that this witness be- .
lieves him to be so upright that even if it were something that concerned
Don Francisco de Mendoza, his son, he would not favor him to the
detriment of others.
(

i
J
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39. To the thirty-ninth question he replied that in the time this witness
has been and resided in this New Spain, in the parts and localities
where the said viceroy has been, he knows and has seen that the said
viceroy has obeyed and complied with the letters and provisions that
came to him from His Majesty with all respect and reverence. That
he noticed especially that the said viceroy has tried to bring about the
marriage of persons who had or have Indians in encomienda, and so
they got married. That if some of the number that the question mentions are still unmarried it is because they have some obstacle in the
way of marriage as is public and notorious.
41. To the forty-first question 2 ' he replied that he knows, and it is also
public and notorious that the said Francisco de Lerma has belonged to
the city council and held the offices that the question mentions, and this
witness has seen him occupy most of these offices, and that at present he
holds the position of procurador, and that with the said offices, or with
some of them, the said Francisco de Lerma could and can obtain sufficiently and abundantly to live in keeping with the importance of his
rank and to save money· without having a corregirntiento.
45. To the forty-fifth question" this witness replied he knows that
the said Gutierre de Badajoz has good Indians and revenues and that
he lives without privation; and further, that he saves of that which he
has so he must not lack of what he needs, as is public and notorious.
24. Mendoza had been charged with not granting a corregimiento to Francisco
de Lerma when he presented a eMula and had replied that he was n~t a fit person to
whom a corregimiento might be granted. Moreover, he pointed out· Lerma did not
need the Indians as he was well-to-do in that he owned several shops in Mexico City,
arnorig' them an apothecary shop and a confectionary store, ran a dance hall, acted as
cook at wedding feasts and other festiv8ls and had been an official in the mint.
25. The viceroy stated that he gave no additional Indians in corregimiento to· Gutierre de Burgos since he was a rich man and already amply provided for in Indians
ana revenue. Gutierre de Badaioz was a native of Ciudad Rodrigo and had come to
America with Ovando and to New Spain with Narvaez.
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46. To the forty-sixth question"" he replied that the corregimiento
which the question' mentions is such and as good as the question states,
due to the advantage it has. And that it is public and notorious that
the said Jeronimo Lopez has had the said corregimiento by appointment from the said viceroy.
47. To the forty-seventh question'" he replied that he knows it to be
as the question states it, as is public and notorious.
50. To the fiftieth question l'8 he replied that he knows and has seen
that the said Don Ped;o de Guzman had in the treasury of His Majesty
the two hundred pesos that the question mentions and that this witness
does not regard him as able and qualified to hold the office of corregidor.
51. To the fifty-first que'stion he replied that the said Bernardino Vazquez de Tapia" is one of the richest men there is in this land both in
mines, slaves, stock, and other sources of revenue, and that he has very
good Indians and as such is one of those named of whom His Majesty
orders that he be informed and act in compliance with the new law, to
which he refers in regard to this point.
53. To the fifty-third question he replied that he heard the said Bernardino Vazquez de Tapia say, and he said it to this witness,that he
did not want the land mentioned in this question because they d~J not
give him the one he 'wanted.
.
55. To the fifty-fifth question" he replied that he understood it to be
as stated for he had seen it thus in the kingdoms of Castile as in other
parts and in this New Spain. Likewise he knows and has seen that 'not
26. The viceroy stated that the cOTTegimiento of the pueblo of Mexicalcingo which
he had given Jeronimo Lopez in fulfilment of a royal cMuia, while yielding a slight
stipend in gold, afforded such services and tribu~ in food that it was acco~nted one of
the most desirable in New Spain.
.
I
27. Mendoza claimed that Pedro de Bazan, a native of Cuellar who came to New.
Spain subsequent to the conquest, was a wealthy man possessed of Indians and the
owner of a silver mine. On his death he left his only son in easy circumstances so no
further grant of Indians was necessary.
28. Mendoza obeyed a royal cMula in Pedro de Guzman's favor by granting him
a money sum of two, hundred pesos rather than appoint a person afhia incompetence
as corregidor.
29. Bernardino Vazquez de Tapia, a native of Oropesa, had gone to Panama with
Pedrarias and from there to Cuba. He had played a prominent part in the conquest
beginning with Grijalva's' expedition, on which he had served as general alferez, and
had continued with Cortes. He had served twice as procurador general of New Spain
and was a m'ember of the town council of Mexico City. He was a strong Cortes partizan and had complained of ill-treatment at the hands of the viceroy. He had been
deprived of certain Indians under the terms of the "New Laws" and had refused to
accept lands allotted him by Mendoza, claiming that they were barren.
30. The fourteenth charge of the visitor 'against the viceroy was that his servants
were undisciplined and molested the citizens with impunity. In particular the mistreatment of a woman which went unpunished was cited.
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only the servants of the said viceroy have managed and do manage to
live honestly, chastely, and quietly, but even· the retainers of the said
viceroy' have tried and do try to do so, knowing how much the said
viceroy likes'all modesty and decency and how he dislikes the opposite,
as was and is public and notorious.
56. To the fifty-sixth question he replied that he had heard from the
said Gonzalo Gomez,"' mentioned in the question, and he had said to this
witness, -while at the home of the said Gonzalo Gomez, that which the
question sets forth.
57. To the fifty-seventh question he replied that he had heard the said
Gonzalo Gomez say and even state to this witness what is contained in
the question, and that he said it to him over two years ago while talking
about this matter.
'
58. To the fifty-eighth question he replied that what he knows concerning it is that this witness has often seen that the said viceroy in
addition to feeding and clothing his servants fed and clothed many persons who came to serve His Majesty in New Spain, because they.endured and suffered privations. This he did to gentlemen as well as
to other persons. And that the clothes which he thus gave to his serv- .
ants and to most of the others were of his own goods and of those which
had been brought for him from Spain for the use of his household, and
other [cloth] bought from the merchants here. And as to that which
the question states concerning his having used up all the cloth it is as
the question states, since if he did not use it all it would not have been
necessary for him to buy cloth in the shops as he did nor to have taken
some from that brought from Spain for the use of his own household.
59. To the fifty-ninth question he replied that it is as the question
states it to be, namely that from having taught and ordered the natives
and slaves to be taught the weaving of cloth there accrued the benefits
that the question sets forth, especially in the town of Tezcoco and its
. environs where the weaving of the said cloth was carried on. And that
this has resulted not only in the benefit of the natives but also 'of the
.Spaniards, as is public .and notorious.
61. To the sixty-first question he answered that he knows that neither
publicly nor privately, directly or indirectly, the said viceroy never
31. A native of Seville and resident of Mexico City who was engaged in the
manufacture and sale of wool-cloth, with his factory located in Tezcoco. Mendoza was
accused by the visitor in his fifteenth charge of being' in partnership with him in this
business and of employing numerous Indian. slaves and domel?tic· Indians in encomienda
in this work. Mendoza replied that he was not in· partnership but had apprenticed
slaves and other Indians to the number of about thirty.three to Gonzalo G6mez so
that they might learn this useful trade. The cloth he had received was from the proceeds of his own wool sold to G6mez and that it had heen consumed in the equipment
of His Majesty's expeditions.
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had nor has a share in the store that the said Gonzalo Gomez has owned
and owns, or in the cloth that the latter has manufactured and manufactures at Tezcoco and in Michoacan. That, if the contrary of this
had been the case, this witness would know it and would have seen and
heard about it, and it could not have been otherwise however secret it
was kept, because this witness is one of the persons who was most
engaged in business at the house of the said viceroy. Also, because as
regidor of this said city on a certain occasion when his turn came to be
deputy (inspector) he visited among other stores the drygoods stores
owned by the said Gonzalo Gomez due to the fact that the weaving
inspector had denounced a piece of goods saying that it was not properly
done, and among other things he tried to find out in his visit who was
in partnership with the said Gonzalo Gomez and investigating with all
diligence he learned and established that the viceroy had no partnership
in the said store.

I)

62. To the sixty-second question 32 he replied that he knows it to be as
stated, as he thus saw it happen and take place as the question declares
and sets forth, and that he has not seen or heard to the contrary. And
he has observed that the said viceroy distributed and gave merino ranis
and some sheep to Spaniards who now have flocks from them, and this
witness is one of these individuals.
63. To the sixty-third question"" he answered that he understands it to
be as stated, because he has seen it happen and take place as the question sets forth and declares, as is public and notorious.
64. To the sixty-fourth question he said that he knows it to be as
stated, because he saw it occur and take place as the question states
and declares. He states that he knows that if it were not for the income
that the cattle owned by the said viceroy brought and bring him for the
expenses and support of his house the salary that His Majesty grants
him would not. have. sufficed him, because even possessing the said
stock he is rather in debt and does not saye anything from his salary.
66. To the sixty-sixth question"' he replied that I, the said Pedro Salazar, esciibano," know that he has answered some of the questions of
this inquiry and that his aim has been and is to see the statements he
32. Mendoza was accused of owning ranches stocked with great herds and flocks
of horses, cows, and sheep contrary to the law. He replied that these ranches had
been acquired with the knowledge and consent of the crown and that great benefit had
accrued to New Spain from his introduction of· fine merino sheep from Castile which
supplied the land with food and clothing.
33. In this question Mendoza claimed that the Indians using his wool noW had
clothes and cloaks of wool rather than as formerly of cotton.
34. The viceroy was accused of not maintaining a bodyguard although granted two
thousand ducats a year for this purpose. He replied that he did keep a bodyguard of
gentlemen, foot and horse, and was able to produce the monthly muster rolls of this
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had made in the secret investigation in order to tell the truth in every
ca!:!e, with the purpose that what he has said and may say will not contradict what he has already declared in the said testimony as it seems
by the 'said questions that he has rectified himself in what he had
declared. That it has always been and is nis aim not to correct himself of what he may say before me, and much less to sign without first
being told his testimony so as not to contradict himself and to correct
those portions where memory failed him. That now again, for greater
justification, said that as this witness has stated in the secret inquiry
that the very magnificent Senor Francisco Tello de Sandoval, of the
Royal Council of Indies of His Majesty, visitor and general inquisitor
in this New.Spain has given his order as to what·should be said to bring
out the truth and to tell what he knew without contradicting the previous statement he had made in the secret inquiry. That he asked and
requested me, the said Pedro de Salazar, escribano of His Majesty,
that I show him his said statement and deposition so he might see it.
For, as he has said, he wishes, to tell the truth and not contradict himself in anything; imd as men's memory is fragile it might very well
happen that in some case or question one statement might exceed or
contradict the other without being his intention to err purposely, but
on the contrary to tell the truth in all and by all means as a good Christian fearful of God our Lord as he has sworn to do.
And I, the said escribano, declare that the aforesaid secret investigation did not take place in my presence, nor do I have the report; and
that I am ready to ask the said visitor for the testimony this witness has
given and declared in the said secret inquiry, and that if his lordship
gives it to me I am ready to show it to him. The said Francisco Vazquez replied' that until I showed him the aforesaid deposition or the
reply from the said visitor that he was not going to say anything. And
I, the said escribano of the petition, attest that I read to the said visitor
the reply and demand made by the said Francisco Vazquez de Coronado. After reading it the said visitor replied saying that the deposition could not be shown to him; that in the declarations he makes he
may refer to [that deposition] if he wishes, otherwise he could let it go
and not testify. And I, the said escribano, read to the said Francisco
de Coronado the answer from the said visitor. After reading it the
said Francisco Vasquez replied that by not showing him his aforesaid
deposition, so he could see it and ratify it, he should prefer not to finish
giving his testimony in behalf of the said viceroy, but because at the
time he was called as a witness on behalf of the said viceroy he swore
solemnly to testify and tell the truth, that now in fulfillment of the said
~rps. He was not followed about by halberdiers first because he couldn't get anyone
to serve as such and in the second place because his person was safe without them. .
35. A native of Almazan who came to New Spain after the conquest, where he
m"rried and had a family.
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oath he .wishes to tell what he· knows about what may be asked of him,
with the understanding and premonition that what he [then] said and
may [now] say will not contradict each other in any way, because, as he
has stated, his aim is to tell the truth. On saying this he added that as
for the said sixty-sixth question it is as the question sets forth, that the
said viceroy appointed a captain of his guard (halberdiers), and it
seems to him that it was Agustin Guerrero. That the said viceroy has
had and maintains continuously in his house besides the officers, pages
and servants, other persons, and this witness believes he has them for
his guard. That it happens that in these parts the people residing here
pride themselves on not carrying escorts, but many believe they could
carry bodyguards, and that for this reason and on account· of it being
so difficult to find people willing to accept salary for forming the said
guard this witness considers it certain that the said viceroy did not
carry them.. As for the rest stated in this question this witness replied
that it is as the question states it. Because the said viceroy has not had
and does not have need to carry guards with him, because,· as this
witness has said, the said viceroy lives in a manner so Christian-like
and as such a royal vassal and servant of His Majesty that he has been
and is well liked by all, as a person who has not wronged anyone either
by word or deed, and for this reason does not need to carry guards,
as the question states; also because he has in his .house many persons
whom he provides with food, lodging, and advancement, as is public
and notorious.
67. To the sixty-seventh question 38 he replied that he knows it to be
as stated in view of what he has declared in the previous question and
because thus he saw it occur and take place as the question sets forth.
68. To the sixty-eighth question 37 he answered that the said viceroy
has army stores of his own'containing many corselets, armors, breastplates, cross-bows, harquebuses, shields, spears, lances, much ammunition, and other types of weapons. He ordered artillery made, and they
even brought him more artillery from Spain; all in order to be, as he
is, prepared for any eventuality of war ·and to serve His Majesty. And
that to judge from the quantity of arms this witness has seen, the said
viceroy has the number of people that the question says and more could
be equipped and what he has stated and declared that it comprises is to
be understood to be besides and in addition to the arms needed for the
people in his guard.
36. Mendoza stated that he had constantly kept more servants in his house than
he needed and in addition lodged and fed many needy gentlemen.
37. The viceroy claimed that he had on hand· over and above the needs of his
bodyguard, arms, in sufficient quantity to equip three hundred men and much artillery
and munitions.
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69. To the sixty-ninth question"" he declares that it is as stated in the
question; that thus is public and notorious, and that he has not seen or
heard otherwise. On the contrary that he has heard from many trustworthy people who have passed through that province say that the said
cacique did with them and with many others what is set forth in the
question.
70. To the seventieth question he replied that he knew the Indians
mentioned in the question and saw that they came from Spain"' with
the said viceroy and that they possessed the qualities stated in the
question.
74. To the seventy-fourth question he declared that he knew the said
Hernando de Tapia as the interpreter (lengua) of the royal audiencia
of this New Spain. He dresses like a Spaniard, speaks our Castilian
language, and to all appearances·he is friendly with the Spaniards, and
he had heard that he. had been married to a woman from Castile and
that he knows that at present he is married to a daughter of Spanish
parents, a,s is public and notorious.
78. To the seventy-eighth question he stated that the said Don
Antonio:o governor of the province of Michoacan, acts like a Christian,
and this witness considers him as such. That thiS Witness saw him as
a boy being brought up at the b~ome of the said viceroy, and that he acts
like a Spaniard, and that he is considered and held to be the son of
the cacique Cazonci, who went to the province of Michoacan.
80. To the eightieth question 41 he replied that he knows it to be as
stated, because he has seen it happen and take place in the manner
stated and declared in the question, and that this witness has not seen
or heard to the contrary. And that he knows and has seen that some
conquistadores, almost deprived of their natural sight, having been
assigned a certain sum of pesos in gold in the treasury of His Majesty,
the said viceroy seeing that they were not being paid what was due
to them of their vouchers this witness saw that one dlly the said viceroy
38. Don Juan, cacique and governor of Soconusco, permitted to carry a sword
by the viceroy, was a friend of the Spaniards and' honored by them prior to his death.
for his aid and assistance to those Spaniards passing through his province. The visitor
had declared that any permission to carry Spanish arms or to ride horses granted to
the Indians was illegal.
39. Don Diego and Don Martin, and Don Sebastian, Tlasoalan Indians, the first
two dead at the time of Vazqnez de Coronado's testimony. had jonrneyed to Spain with
the licentiate Juan de Salmeron, aidor of the second audiencia, to have an audience
with Charles V and had returned to New Spain with the viceroy in 1535. As honorable
persons and good Christians the viceroy had permitted them to wear swords.
40. Another native permitted by Mendoza to wear a sword, brought up in the
viceroy's household and educated in latin at the colegio in Michoac{m.
41. Mendoza in the visitor's nineteenth charge was accused of neglect of the con.
quistadores and rejoined with a stout denial.

306

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

sent for Alonso de Bazan:2 sub-treasurer of His Majesty in this New
Spain during the absence of Juan Alonso de Sosa,'" general treasurer,
and told him and charged him to pay with all urgency the assignments
(tercios) to the said conquistadores, because if he did not do so the said
viceroy would give them a silver inkstand, a little bell, and a sand-box
which he had there on a small table. He said this to him so the conquistadores could eat, as they were poor and had no means of support~
81. To the eighty-first question 44 he replied that concerning the contents of this question he has made his declaration in the said secret
investigation and that he refers to it now because that is the truth.
84. To the eighty-fourth question" he replied that it is as the question
states and declares.
86. To the eighty-sixth question" he answered that he knows that, in
the reduction of salaries and the vacating of corregimiento8 and alguazilazg08 that the said viceroy made, God our Lord and His Majesty have
been thereby greatly served and this country has derived notable benefits for the reasons set forth in the question, as is public and notorious,
and that he has not seen or heard to the contrary.
90. To the ninetieth question" this witness answered that he knows
and has seen that when the said viceroy came to this New Spain it was
the custom, that the alcaldes of mines should have mines, as they did,
and have their houses and residences in the mining camps, and thus
keeping this custom the said viceroy acted accordingly. And he knows
this because he has seen it to be so.
91. To the ninety-first question he replied. that it is as the question
states it.'" And he knows this as regidor of this city.
42. A native of Cuellar in Spain, who married Francisca Verduga, daughter of
one of the conquerors.
43. A native of C6rdova in Spain, whose father, Lope de Sosa, had been governor
of the Canary Islands and had led an expedition to Castilla del Oro. Juan Alonso de
Sosa had served as'treasurer in Panama and had c;ome to New Spain in like capacity
with the second audiencia.
44. The viceroy in this question explained that he had favored Luis de Castilla,
his aide, because he was an honorable ~entleman, who dischargE.<! his duties faithfully
and treated the Indians with kindliness.
45. The viceroy stated that he gave Martin de Peralta a cOrTegimiento because
he was needy, married, and beset with many children.
46. The viceroy declared. that the growth in population made many new mouths
to feed and this could only be accomplished by savings produced from the lowering of
salaries and by the regranting of vacated offices.
47. The appointment of alcaldes mayores de minas by the viceroy was attacked
in the visitor's twenty-first charge. He was accused of providing his appointees with
houses. slaves, and mines contrary to the laws of His Majesty. Mendoza's reply was
that he merely followed local precedent in this matter.
48. Mendoza was charged by the visitor with providing Juan Franco and his son,
carpenters, with cOrTegimient08 which they held for several years. He replied that
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93. To the ninety-third question'· he answered that he refers to what
he has testified in the secret inquiry concerning the contents of this
question;
97. To the ninety-seventh question" he replied that it is as reported,
because before his death the said Hernando de Torres told this witness
that he had arranged the said marriage with the said Pedro Osorio,
as the question states, and that he wanted to see it carried out, and
that since'then this marriage has taken place.
98. To the ninety-eighth question he answered that it is as the question states, because he knows and has seen that the said Antonio de
Almaguer 5J is married to the wife of the said Hernando de Torres and
that he holds one half of the town that the said Hernando de Torres
held, in accordance with what His Majesty has prescribed and decreed.
99. To the ninety-ninth question5' he replied that he knows as public
and notorious what is set forth in the said question.
101. To this question53 he replied that he knows it to be as stated because the said Rodrigo Gomez was considered and held as a conquistador and was a resident of this City of Mexico. This Rodrigo Gomez
49. The visitor accused Mendoza of transferring town council and notary posts
to other persons. Coronado, for instance, was made a regidor by such procedure. The
viceroy replied that such transfers were always for limited terms, always secured better
officials and were subject to royal approval.
50. Hernando de Torres, conquistador, had contracted to give Pedro de Osorio, a
native of Ocana and fonner alcalde mayor of the mines of Taxco, half of a pueblo in
encomienda as a marriage dowry if he married his daughter, After the death of Torres
the marriage was solemnized, so the viceroy confirmed Osorio as encomendero of the
half pueblo in question.
'" ~
51. A native of Corral de Almaguer and conquistador. he married Dona Juana
Briseno, widow of Hernando de Torres, and thus received .the remaining half pueblo
left by Torres,
,52. The royal law provided that pueblos held in encomienda should on the death
of the encomendero pass to his legitimate children and if he had none to his legitimate
wife. The viceroy was also ordered to favor those bearing arms and to foster marriages. When the laws conflicted he settled 'each case on its merits for the interest of
New Spain.
53, Another case in which the viceroy set aside the letter of the law for the best
interest of the land. The visitor charged that as no legitimate children were present
to inherit the Indians of Rodrigo Gomez they should have passed into crown ownership.
Juan Guerrero, a native of Alcaraz, married the natural daughter of Gomez, a native
of Avila, and by so doing was entit.led to special consideration as the government was
anxious to promote marriages and families in the new colony. In addition it was not
a case of inheritance but of gift, since the wedding took place before the death of
Gomez.
Beginning here an editorial "this" ~s substituted for the long ordinal numbers.
the king had granted this privilege to the person serving as superintendent of construction (alarife) for the City of Mexico and that Franco. and his Son had secured
their salaries for this work from these grants.
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being acquainted and friendly with this witness told him that he knew
very well that he had Indians', obtained as remuneration for the hardships and services he had rendered His Majesty in the conquests of this
New Spain, and that he had a maiden natural daughter; that he as
a man born to die awaited his end and death whenever God our Lord
was pleased to send it to him. That he wished to leave his said daughter married and protected by a husband and relatives, and that he
wanted to grant her the said Indians at once during his life. That he
requested and asked this witness to take upon himself to marry her
to someone of his own choice whom he considered suitable. Thus this
witness endeavored to get her married and concerted the marriage of
the mentioned daughter to Juan Guerrero, on such condition that first
of all the said Rodrigo Gomez bequeath his said Indians to the mentioned Juan Guerrero and that it should be approved by the said viceroy.' Thus the latter being informed of what this witness has related
and that the said Juan Guerrero is a person of high birth, and that
His Majesty would be served by the establishment in this city of such
Ii good resident and dweller, the transfer to him of the said Indians by
the above mentioned Rodrigo Gomez was done so the said marriage
should take effect. The said viceroy confirmed it in the name of His
Majesty. Thus the said marriage took place before the said Rodrigo
Gomez died, as is public and notorious.
102. To this question" he replied that it is thus a.s the question states
and declares, because thus it was and is public and notorious.
104. To this question'5 he answered that he knew that by the permis.sion of the said viceroy for the transfer and relinquishments of rights
to Indians liIis Majesty has been served and this New Spain has gained
much thereby, the Spaniards as well as the natives, due to the causes
and reasons set forth in the question, and for many others.
106. To this question he replied that this witness is the, said Francisco
Vazquez de Coronado mentioned in the question, and that it is true that
for the reasons stated in this question, the said viceroy approved in the
name of His Majesty the transfer which the said Juan de Burgos'·
made to this witness. This approval was on the proviso that His
54. Mendoza cited the royal order that he should confirm the transfer of Indians
as a marriage dowry if the husband were a person of quality who would treat them well.
55. The viceroy defended his en:tire policy of Indian transfer as beneficial and
necessary for the continued peopling'';f New Spain.
56. The visitor in his twenty-seventh charge accused Mendoza of permitting the
transfer of Indian pueblos and of giving cedulas of encomienda to assignees, with a
sale of the transfer in' some cases. Mendoza replied that in all cases a royal cedula was
secured and that the Indians passed into the hands of married men with families to
suppo'r't. Juan de Burgos from whom Viizquez Coronado secured Indians of two
pueblos was a native of SeviIIe. originally a settler at Panuco who was a resident of
Mexico, but wished to return to Spain.
'
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Majesty would approve it and 'not otherwise. His Majesty being informed of it approved and sanctioned it, of which this witness has three
documents. That as for the rest contained in this question this witness
has heard it said as public and notorious.
107. To this question'" he answered that he knows that many of the
persons mentioned in the previous question are living in this New
Spain, and this witness feels sure that most of the people to whom
transfers of Indians were made would not live in this land if they did
not have Indians. And that up to the present no harm has been noticed
iIi. having allowed the said transfers, on the contrary, great benefit has
been derived and tlie land has been further settled with them, as is
public and notorious.
111. To this question" he replied that it was as stated in the question,
and that corn at that time was worth much less than now, and that for
this reason the town of Cinacantepeque did not bring so much revenue
as now, because now, as he has pointed out, corn is very high' in value.
That in regard to His Majesty having approved the transfer that the
question states this witness considers it certain, because in the time
this witness governed the province where the said town of Coyna -is
located His Majesty through ,an order addressed to this witness ordered
him,to give to a certain Juan del Camino, a former resident of the city
of Guadalajara in the said province, the said town of Coyna which the
said Juan de Samano had left because he had 'been given for it and for
other Indians the town of CinaJ~ntepeque, as was and is public and
notorious.
113. To this question 59 he answered that in the time this witness has
been in this New Spain he has seen continuously that the said viceroy
has taken special care in serving His Majesty well, faithfully, and
diligently on all occasions; in 'the good order, 'enrichment and benefit
67. The question continues the discussion as to the benefits derived from transfers
, of pueblos held in encomienda. ,
58. The visitor had accused the viceroy of giving Juan de Samano, a native of
Santa Gadea who came to New Spain with Garay, a better pueblo than the one he
vacated contrary to the instructions of Ris Majesty. Juan del Camino, a relative
of Pedro de Alvarado and at whose home the conquistador is reputed to have died,
received the pueblos vacated by Samano. The viceroy pointed out in his reply that
the values had changed since the transfer ,was effected.
59. The thirty-first charge of the visitor taxed the viceroy with laxity in the
COllection of royal revenues and alleged that over one hundred and seventy thousand
ducats of Castilian gold belonging'to the crown was outstanding. Mendoza explained
this bY pointing out, in this and the succeeding two questions, that he had been most
diligent in the collection. promotion, and accounting of His Majesty's revenu~. The
money outstanding was due to payments of tribute and other taxes in kind which took
time to convert into money and to the fact that it was necessary to wait until mer..
chants sold goods before collecting the almojarifazgo due the crown on the same goods.
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of the royal'treasury of His Majesty, making provisions thereto as the
question states, as is public and notorious.
114. To this question he replied that what he knows about it is that in
the public auctions that have been and a:re held of the tributes of His
Majesty, especially in some of them, this witness has found that they
are sold on credit and are given and granted to people who are under
contract so they pay their debts from what they draw through the
quarterly revenue, so they pay it to the factor of His Majesty making
the proper record of it. That if this had been done in any other way
neither things would have had the value they had and have nor would
those who take them out from the auction sales be" able to pay for
them without sacrifice. For this reason there must be necessarily a
large number of gold pesos from the coffers of His Majesty in circulation; this is due to what he has stated and because, for the greater
advancement of the royal treasury of His Majesty, the tributes of some
towns that belong to the Crown are leased and paid through the quarterly revenues as the question points out, as is public and notorious.
116. To this question he replied that as he has stated in the one hundred thirteenth question this witness understands and is certain that if
news had reached the said viceroy that any of His Majesty's property
was out of the coffer with the three keys or put to bad use he would
have remedied it and done what was proper as a person who next to
the service of God our Lord in no other thing does he put so much care
as in what concerns the service of His Majesty, as is public and
notorious.
117. To this question 6. this witness replied that he considers the said
licenciate Ceynos and Agustin Guerrero to be such persons as the question states, and that he has not seen or heard to the contrary.
124. To this question 61 he answered that from what this witness
knows" of the sidd viceroy he would not have assembled or ordered
formed the said expeditions without having permission for it from His
Majesty. As this witness knows that the Marques del Valle has requested this witness several times to induce the said viceroy to join
60. Francisco de Ceynos, oider of the audiencia of Mexico, and-Agustin Guerrero,
the viceroy's majordomo," were appointed accountants to check the books of th~ treasurer
in 1536. The visitor questioned their fitness for the task, but Gonzalo de Aranda, financial inspector for the crown, gave them a clean bill of health.
61. The visitor intimated in his thirty-fifth charge, that the viceroy had engaged
in personal discovery and that his expeditions had caused the Mixton uprising by their
abuse of the natives. The viceroy replied that all his expeditions by land and by 8ea
were despatched with the license and consent of His Majesty. In this and the following
questions he claimed that great good had come from these expeditions and that he had
not neglected his duties for them or had they been responsible for the revolt in Jalisco
'known as the Mixt6n war.

311

CORONADO'S TESTIMONY

company with him in some expeditions that the said marquis offered to
carry out at his own expense, without the said viceroy having to contribute anything to the cost of the said expedition. This witness mentioned to the said viceroy what the marquis had said of what he has
stated and the said viceroy answered to this witness that he was not
going to join company with anybody or ol'ganize an expedition himself
without express permission from His Majesty. He even replied to this
witness, because he told him that the marquis would stand the whole
expense, saying: "You know very well, for you know me, that I am
not going to accept anything from the marquis or from anybody
else, except from His Majesty, nor is it right to accept it. I may give
of what I possess, and I shall, do it when I consider it opportune; to
accept or receive anything from anybody, little or much, I am not going
to do it. So I charge you not to speak to me about this again."
I

/

125. To this question he replied that it is so; that His Majesty has
been served by the expedition in what the question states. And because
the captains of these expeditions by land and sea have been and are
instructed and forewarned that above all' things they should look
_earnestly to the service of God our Lord, that of His Majesty, and the
good' treatment of the natives of the lands, islands, and provinces
where they may stop or pass through; that they should observe the
instructions that His Majesty has issued and ordered obeyed in such
expeditions. All of which the said viceroy ordered and charged this
witness when he went as captain general to the discovery and conquest of the new land of Cibola. This very thing he charged the other
persons under whose leadership expeditions were carried out, as this
and the rest stated in this question is public' and notorious.
126. To this question he replied that what he knows about it is that
at the time this witness went as captain general to the discovery of the
new land of CibiJla the said viceroy ,went on that occasion to visit
the provinces of Michoacan and New Galicia. This witness was with
the said viceroy in the said provinces and saw that' he took special
care in learning the condition in which all things were in this City of
Mexico and elsewhere and to make provisions accordingly, as he saw
that he provided for all necessary things. For this reason he thinks
and is sure that in this trip as well as in the others he must have attended to everything so that nothing was neglected.
'
127. To this question he answered that he understands from what he
has stated that it happened and does happen as the question states and
declares and that this witness has not seen or heard to the contrary.'2
62. Mendoza claimed that the province of Michoac{m had received no injury from
the passage of his men, both those of the expeditions and of his army passing through
to pacify New Galicia.
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For as regards the expedition to the new land of Cibola the said viceroy
charged and ordered this witness to instruct and admonish his soldiers
that in the province of Michoacan as in the distance between here and
there ,and in the said province of New Galicia, through which the army
was to cross and did cross, the party was not to cause any offense or iII
treatment to any of the natives nor take anything from them. Thus
this witness knows that the said natives were well treated, because
many of the caciques of the pueblos located along the route said so.
They said it to this witness during his trips. back and forth between
this city and his government post. Thus it would appear that the said
provinces received benefit rather than harm from having been visited
by the said viceroy. Further he has provided for them things which
were needed, as was and is public and notorious.
130. To this question he answered that he knows that the people who
went with this witness, who is the said Francisco Vazquez de Coronado,
to the discovery of the new land of Cibola'were not the cause nor gave
occasion for the said province of New Galicia to revolt, because from
the pueblos of Avalos, through which these people passed, to the penol
mentioned in the question it more or less the leagues stated therein.""
And, because when .the army assembled in the said province of New
Galicia the said viceroy ordered corn brought from the pueblos of
Avalos and from others so that the natives of that province should not
be annoyed or injured. And at the expense of the said viceroy the said
corn and other provisions were bought and taken along; all with the
purpose that the nativE's should not be ill-treated or molested, and likewise so that the Spaniards settled in that province would not suffer or
be injured for lack of provisions to supply the army. So, as he has
stated; it is, very plain that the people who went to Cibola were not
the cause whereby that province revolted, as is public and notorious.

is

,132. To this question he replied that what he knows about it is that
when this witness came from the said newland of Cibola to the said
proyince of New Galicia, where this witness was governing in the name
of His Majesty, on learning of the revolt of the said province he wished
to find out what had been the' causes of the saId rebellion ,and ordered
some leading Indian caciques, and laborers of th'epueblos of the said
province who were in rebellion to appear before him. He informed
himself from each one separately and secretly by means of a Spanish
interpreter who had been sworn beforehand that he would tell the
truth of what the said Indians should tell him. This was done in the
63. Mendoza pointed out that the Coronado exPedition could not have been the
cause of the revolt since it passed through the province' of Avalos on the coast over
forty leagues distant from the Scene of the outbreak of the Pefiol of Tespestistaque, over
toward Zacatecas.
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presence of Pedro Ruiz de Haro," escribano of His Majesty, and as he
has stated, informed himself individually from each one of the said
'Indians, who had been called to this effect, of the cause that moved
them to rise and revolt. The said Indians, and each one individually,
under the oath that had been administered to them, stated and declared
that they had no other reason except that the devil appeared in person
to'many of them and told them that before the Christians came they
were enjoying a good life, and many things of this sort, and that they'
should rise and kill the Christians. That this was the reason why they
had revolted and no other, as this witness has declared and' set forth
more at length in his testimony in the secret investigation, to which
he refers under the said protest to the effect that this testimony
is not to contradict the other or viceversa, because all of it is
true, even though the words may differ somewhat. Therefore,this'
'witness understands that he (the devil) was among them as the
,question says.
133. To this question" he replied that he repeats what he has said in
the previous questio~.
137. To this question" he answered that he
in question 132.

r~affirms what'he

has said

146. To this, question he replied that it was as the question states. That
the said Cristobal de Ofiate ll'7 is an able and competent person who
, possesses the qualities mentioned in this question; and that this witness considering him as su~h left him as his substitute as governor and
captain general of New Galicia, and that he has preparation, understanding and other good qualities so that he may be entrusted with ,
undertakings of greater importance as the question states, as is public
and notorious.
64. A native of Penaranda.. and a resident of Compostela in New Galicia. He
came to New Spain in 1521 and took part in the discovery of the South Sea and 'later
marched to the conquest 'of New Galicia with Nuno de Guzman.
65~ A declaration that "Thatol" or the devil of the Indians stirred them to revolt '
in New'Galicia.
66. A statement denying the existence of ill-treatment of the natives by either
the expeditions or the encomenderos eliminating this therefore as the cause of the
uprising in New Galicia.
67. Mendoza was charged with neglect of duty by the visitor for returning to
,Mexico City after the beginning of the Mixt6n war. It was alleged that the later
spread of the revolt was due to this negligence. The viceroy replied that he left the
province in good hands and on the advice of competent local authorities. ,Crist6val de
Onate, the acting governor, was a native of Vitoria, and Lorenzo de Teiuda, OUM of
the audiencia of Mexico. was warm in his praise of this official when he conducted ,the
residencia of Onate in 1544.
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194. To this question" he replied that he knows it as reported to be,
because he has seen it happen and take place as the question states and
declares, and as he has it stated and explained in the other question or
questions.
195. To this question he answered that he knows and has seen that
since the said viceroy has been ruling many things have been brought
him from the kingdoms of Castile for the furnishing of his home, and
that his brothers have sent him arms and artillery, which he has had
and has at the service of His Majesty, as is public and notorious.
199. To this question"· he replied that he knew it to be as stated because this witness is the said captain general Francisco Vazquez de
Coronado mentioned in the question. That this witness ordered the
horses, mules, and stock that were carried in the said expedition
counted at a certain narrow pass where they could be easily counted
and there were found to be by count fifteen hundred animals.

. 200. To this question he answered that it is as the question states;'1O
that from the province of Culican they passed among the Indians mentioned in this question, a few more or less, who went of their own free
will to serve His Majesty in the said expedition. That he knows this
because many of the said Indians told this witness many times that
they desired and wanted to go in the said expedition of their own free
will, without being forced, constrained, compelled, or called for it, and
that the said Indians were from this New Spain. They told and assured this witness that if the said viceroy would authorize it or show
inclination to want it more than ten thousand Indians could go. That
as they had offered themselves and decided to take part in the said
expedition, seeing that they wanted to take part of their own accord
they were given aid by order of the said viceroy, as the question states
it. Likewise, this witness knows that the said viceroy among other
things which he charged and commanded this witness relating to the
said expedition was that he should take good care of the free Indians
who were taking part in the expedition as people who wanted tq do it
68. The question declared that the viceroy had constantly gathered needy gentlemen and others in his house where he fed, clothed and armed them so they might
serve the crown. The omission of numerous questions here is accounted for by Coronado's absence on his expedition during the period of the Mixt6n war. As the events
discussed in these questions were necessarily outside his knowledge they were omitted.
69. The viceroy stated that two hundred and fifty horsemen left Culiacan with
Coronado on his expedition, and that for remounts, carrying of baggage and munition.
and food they took along more than a thousand horses, mules, and stock.
70. Mendoza claimed that thirteen hundred Indians voluntarily accompanied
Coronado from Culiacan and that every care was exercised to care for them and to
support their families in New Spain.
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of their own accord in order to serve His ·Majesty. That any time they
wished to turn back they should be given permission to return, and
that he should give them of whatever there was in the land. That he
should honor them as free people who of their own free will wished to
serve His Majesty. That if they decid'ed to return, all or part of them,
from the interior in such a way they could not do it safely the said
viceroy ordered this witness that he should provide them with some
mounted men with whom they could go unmolested. Likewise, that
he should give them some articles of those that the governor ordered to
be taken· along to trade for food and to give the natives of the lands
through which the army passed. And that although the Indians knew
and understood this order there was not one who asked permission to
return, except a few service-Indians whom Fray Juan de Padilla n
had taken from the town· of Zapotlan. Because the sai'a Fray Juan de
Padilla wanted to go to stay at Quivira they asked permission to return
to their homes and this witness granted it to them an'd put .them on
their way accompanied by some men on horseback who were carrying
letters for His Majesty and for the said viceroy. That what he has
.declared in this question is the truth, and a good portion of it is public
and notorious to those who participated in the said expedition.
201. To this· question he answered that this witness knows that the
said viceroy gave as aid and advancement to those who went in the said
expedition a large number of gold pesos. To some of them he gave
arms, horses, and money and to others lances and arms of the country,
as this was expedient in order that the said expedition which the said
viceroy (assembled) in the name of His Majesty for the furtherance
of our holy Catholic faith and the increase of the royal patrimony \
should take place. That many of the succors, or most of them, that
the said viceroy ordered given were distributed by Agustin Guerrero
through vouchers signed by this witness as a person to whom the said
viceroy had entrusted this duty. He issued these supplies according
to the needs he noticed in each one of the soldiers who went in the said
expedition to serve His Majesty. That besides what he has stated he
lmqws and saw that the said viceroy has furnished large numbers of
stock as the question states. Likewise he gave and ordered delivered
to the individual who went as factor for His Majesty rtrticles to trade
for food and to give to the natives wherever the army went so. that they
might understand that the people were not going there to take their
property or to cause them any harm or ill-treatment, being requested
to render their obedience to His Majesty as their Sovereign and ours.
71. This friar,with a Portuguese companion,. two oblates, and some native guides
went back to Quivira. where he achieved martyrdom,
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202. To this question 72 he replied that it was and is as the question
states and sets forth, and as this witness has testified in question two
hundred.
203. To this question'" he answered that he knows it as stated because
he has seen it happen and take place as the question declares. That
this witness has seen soldiers of high rank march on foot because they
carried their food and other belongings on their horses, as they were
not allowed to use any Indians to carry burdens. That this witness
has seen soldiers carrying corn for their subsistence and to feed their
horses. And that this witness many a time dismounted so the said
soldiers who were thus traveling laden they and their horses would
suffer and withstand the hardships with greater forbearance. That as
to what the question states that Indians were not employed to carry
burdens that is the case, as this witness in an investigation he undertook had it verified with ample witnesses.
204. To this question he replied that as he had stated, this witness
went in the said expedition as captain general and both because he
wanted fulfilled what the viceroy had charged and commanded him
concerning the good treatment of the said Indians, and because as the
said Indians were going in his company as they did to serve His
Majesty, this witness took special care to look after them and provide
for the sick people and to keep a record of the dead, by these means he
knows and is sure that according t~ the reckoning of this witness
thirty Indians did not die in the said expedition, including the stops
and trip back and forth.
205. To this question this witness declared that on his way back and
forth between this City of Mexico and his governmental charge: which
is the route that was followed to the said new "land and by a great portion of the said expeditions, passing through many towns located in
the interior of the said. district, of New Galicia and fro)D many of the
sea ports; this witness asked many promirient Indians, caciques and
laborers, whether they had be~n paid for the carrying of burdens arid
for the supplies they had furnished this witness and to those who went
to the new land and other places.. The said Indians told this witness in
different pueblos and localities that the said viceroy of this New Spain
had ordered that they be paid and that they had been paid much to
their satisfaction. This witness, asking them in what manner they
72. The viceroy stated he had ordered Coronado to take special care that the Indians
serving voluntarily with his expedition be well-treated and allowed to return home
wbenever they wished with pay and provisions, which Coronado had obeyed.
73. Mendoza declared that the Indians on the Coronado expedition were not used
as carriers save for their own equipment and that the Spaniards walked and loaded
their horses with supplies and even carried their own food supplies on occasion.
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had been able to pay and how did they determine the amount of transportation service and the supplies they had given, they replied that
when soldiers of the said expeditions passed through the said Indians
painted in their own way, as they are accustomed to, what they had
thus given this witness and to all others, and that through the paintings
and reckonings that the said Indians presented by the order of the
. said viceroy they had been paid much to their satisfaction and that
nothing was owed them.
206. To this question" he answered that he repeats what he has said
in the previous question, to which he refers.
207.. To this. question he replied that what ,he knows about it is that
this witness has seen some of the lands ofAtzcaputzalco"" where horses
and lands were given to the said licenciate Tejada'" and to other persons, and that they were unimproved lands which the Indians did not
plant or cultivate. That the said Tejada did and does possess the qualifications that the question sets forth, as is public and notorious. That
the said viceroy is ~ot in the habit of granting lands and horses without first investigating whether they can be given without injury to a
third party. That thus in the titles that the said viceroy issues of
lands and horses he customarily states in these titles that he gives them
without injury to His Majesty or to any other third party. This witness had asked the said viceroy some times for farm-lands and horses,
and because he was informed that it would be of some detriment to the
natives of this land he did not grant them to him.
208. To this question 77 he answered that he repeats what he has said
in the previous questions.
209. To this question he replied that he repeats what he has said
in' the previous questions.
210. To this question'S he answered that it is so, that this City of
Mexico has derived much profit and benefit from the mills which the

,

74. Mendoza' claimed that in each of the towns through which his expeditions
passed a Spaniard was posted to supply the men on· them with food and to keep account
of anything supplied by the natives so they might be paid.
75. One of the Indian pueblos about the lakes of Mexico City.
76. The viceroy had been charged with giving Lorenzo de Tejada, one of the
oUlores of the royal audiencia, these lands, and, since they were alleged to be improved
lands at the time of the grant, of thus depriving the crown of revenue. Mendoza
replied that they were uncultivated lands when rented and had belonged to Montezuma.
He also declared that Tejada presented a royal cMula for them,
77. In this and the following question Mendoza defended his land grants near
Chalco and Azcapotzulco as beneficial and legal and singled out Tejada as a worthy
citizen entitled to his share of such lands.
78. In this and the 211th question the vi~eroy defends ,the ditch.dug by Tejada to
bring water from the Rio Tacuba to his lands and mills. The visitor had charged'that
the rights of the city had been violated and that it interrupted animal and human
traffic. Mendoza pointed out that it was bridged by Tejada at convenient points and
that the mills built along it produced flour so necessary to the cit)',
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said licenciate Tejada had built where the question states. That he
does not know that any harm had resulted from the building of this
irrigation ditch or mill stream by the said licenciate Tejada. That
it is such that more mills and fulling-mills can be built on it for the
working of textiles, and that if they were built this city and republic
would derive great benefits thereby.
215. To this question he replied that he knows it to be as stated
because since the said viceroy came to this New Spain he has seen
- that he has issued severe ordinances concerning gambling, which
seem to be rigor~us, by means of which the disorder that prevailed in
these parts before the said ordinances were issued has been greatly
remedied. He ordered that they be applied to the people who, as he
had been iIiformed, had infringed them. That this witness has not
seen or heard that in the enforcement of them favor was shown through
the order of the said viceroy to any person so as to fail to punish him.
216. To this question'· this witness replied that during the time he
has been in this New Spain the said viceroy has done and carried out
what is declared in this-question, as is public and notorious. That this
witness has not seen or heard to the contrary. Moreover, that the
custom of the said viceroy is to treat everybody well.
217. To this question 80 this witness answered tha't he was present at
the time when the accounts were figured out with the treasurer and he
saw that it was and happened as the question states and declares.
219. To this question 81 he testified that what he knows about it is
that as it happened that some complained that they had been given
some offense by the religious while on the march, or that the Indians
did not furnish them with food in the pueblos through which they
passed, or that they influenced others so that they said they could not
comply with the requisition, and other things of this and of a similar
nature, the said viceroy heard them and said to those who were com~
plaining to him: "The religious have good intentions and their end
and aim must be good." He told them not to worry and to cease their
79. In this question the viceroy denied that he had failed to treat the contador
Rodrigo de AJbornoz, one of the chief complainants against him and a staunch adherent
of Cortes, with proper courtesy and favor.
80. Mendoza stated that the pueblos of Indians were granted to the treasurer Juan
Alonso de Sasa, according to royal cedula, to recompense him for the terci08 of his
salary he had paid taxes prior to the grant to him. and these taxes were still paid the
crown minus an amount equivalent to the salary due the treasurer.
81. The viceroy left the punishment of erring clergy to their ecclesiastical superiors 80 that it could be private and not reflect on the reputation of the church.

CORO;NADO'S TESTIMONY

319

complaint, that he was going to inform himself about it and that he
would see that this was remedied in such a way that no one should be
injured thereby.
Thus he discussed this with the prelates whose subordinates those
who were doing these things were, so that they should be reprimanded
and punished secretly in their monasteries so none might see or the
affair be known outside of the said monasteries. . This declaration he
has made is based on knowledge, because in the presence of this witness
on different occasions several people told the said viceroy what he has
stated, and he saw that when the people who came to complain had
left, the said viceroy used to send for the said prelates, as he has
pointed out. He is sure they ~ere called for the purpose he has mentioned because there was a prelate who told this witness that the viceroy had charged the trustworthy friars to notify him of what they
saw and knew. For it was important that the said viceroy in the service of God our Lord and of His Majesty should provide for and help
that which concerned the instruction of the natives of this New Spain
and that they should not be injured. That in matters concerning the
religious of the orders and monasteries of this New Spain when they
disobeyed and were in need of correction he would notify the said' prelates so they should remedy it secretly and without scandal. Thus it
was done as he has declared, as is public and notorious among the
people who without hatred or malice have looked into such matters.
22<J. To the two hundred-twentieth question he said that it seemed to
him convenient that whosoever governs in this New Spain should have
contact and conversation with the bishops, friars, and clergymen' of .
this New Spain. s2 That is to say, with the friars and clergymen whom
the governor should consider of good conscience and good aims in the
service of God our Lord and of His Majesty, because possessing this
they will take care, telling the truth, to notify the governor of what is
important. Especially when they are entrusted with and have in their
charge the doctrine that is taught to the natives of this New Spain.
For this reason they associate and deal with them a great deal, because
among them there are many who understand their language and can
notify' the one who governs of their needs and other things that the
rulers should know, as is public and notorious.
223. To this. question 88 he replied that it is as the question states, because this witness has thus seen it happen and take place; and that
he has not seen or heard to the contrary.
82. Mendoza declared that the ruler of New Spain needed to consult with the
bishops and clergy on both spiritual and temporal matters as the clergy were in close
contact with the natives and knew their needs.
83. Mendoza claimed that he never coerced people into marriage but rather favored
those who emb';"'ced the conjugal yoke.

320

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

228.. ' To this question he replied that he knows and that such is the
'case, that the construction of the mole in the port of San Juan de Ulloa"'
is one of the most convenient and necessary things for the ships coming
into the said harbor. And as an important and suitable thing for the
service of His Majesty and the benefit of this New Spain the said
viceroy before ordering it built considered, weighed, and looked into it
very carefully. He is sure that because it was a very important thing
for the service of His Majesty the said viceroy had notified him of it,
.as the said viceroy is in the habit of doing in matters that he' considers
proper that they be known, as is public and notorious. That from what
he has .stated in this question, the levy was and is necessary, and it
was fitting inasmuch as the benefits from_the said mole accrue mostly
to those who in this New Spain carry their trade by the sea; as the
ships coming to this New Spain with merchandise find in the said
harbor shelter and 'greater protection than they would if they did not
have the said mole, as is notorious to people who may consider it
without passion.
230. To this question" this witness answered that he considers the
said· Luis de Leon such an individual as the question declares him to
be. That many times thif! witness saw the said Luis de Leon when he
was corregidor of the city of Michoacan that he fulfilled faithfully the
office he held as corregldor, administering and meting out justice to
all parties.
234. To this question this witness replied that he knows that the free
native Indians of this New Spain who were working in the silver mines
of this New Spain, many of them worked at the furnaces of the foundries and were covered with grease, from which the natives received
much harm. So it turned out that after the said viceroy ordered an
hU3pection: of the said mines, in order to eliminate the harm which they
suffered in them, there were. promulgated ordinances to the effect that
the Indians are not to work the bellows' nor load ore or coal in the
furnaces of the said foundries in order to avoid the above mentioned
inconveniences. Further, it developed that it was necessary and fitting
to b'uild wat.er contrivances to operate the bellows or to do the smelting.
The said Comendador Baeza asked for permission to use the injured
people proposing to build the said devices."" The said viceroy seeing arid
84. Mendoza had levied a slight landing duty on goods landed in the mole to
defray the cost of its construction.
65. Luis de Le6n Romano had been declared a good judge by the Licentiate Arevalo, commissioned to take his residencia by the audiencia of Mexico, and the viceroy
regarded him as an excellent appointment despite the visitor's criticism.
86. Mendoza had been criticized for granting permission to the Comendador Baeza.
a native of the town of Baeza in Spain who had come to New Spain with ·Cortes to USe
the Indians injured by labor in the silver mines and foundries in the construction of
water pow~r machinery for a limited period of time at Taxco.. In this and the followbig question he pointed out the great benefits derived from their use. _
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considering the said contrivances a very useful and beneficial thing,
and that if they were built the royal treasury would prosper because
one would be able to smelt more, as it is done, that likewise the people
who possess mines and slaves would benefit, he gave his permission to
the said comendador for a limited time so' he could build the said devices as the question states, as is public and notorious.
235. To this question he replied that he reaffirmed what he has' said
in the previous question.
237. To this question 87 he declared that what he knows about it is
that the said viceroy learned, and so it was public and notorious, that
the said governor Don Francisco de Pizarro was in the difficulties that
the question declares and that the said viceroy as a servant and vassal
of His Majesty regretted the situation and bad circumstances in '\Yhich
that land was. Among other persons with whom the said viceroy
communicated that he wanted to help the said Don Francisco Pizarro
was this witness. Likewise the said viceroy consulted about the situation with the oidores of this royal audiencia and with other people of
prominence and experience. 'fhe said viceroy was of the opinion, and
thus he stated it, that he should relieve'the needs of P.eru because
it was of great importance for the service of His Majesty and the
royal patrimony. In order to render this help by sea, 'as it was to be
done, he decided, to get ready ships and other things that the question
mentions; which things consisted in artillery, ammunition, accoutrements, powder, and arms. The said viceroy sent to the city of Veracruz
to buy provisions: for the ships, which"were to sail by the South Seato'
the said succor, as: was public and notorious.
241. To this question" he answered that he has known those mentioned in its and each one of them for the last twelve years more 9r
less. Exception to be made in regard to Alonso Vazquez, ,resident of
the city of Veracruz, whom, if he knows him, he does not recall at
present. That as to Hiigo Lopez de Annuncibay he has known him oidy
for three or four years thereabouts.
242. 'To this question this Witness declared that he has and does hold
-the people mentioned in this question as servants and friends of the
said marquis, as they are held and considered as such.
87. Mendoza heard that Francisco de Pizarro was besieged in Cuzco by Diego de
Almagro and rebellious Indians and prepared to send armed assistance to him by
vessels from the west' coast of Mexico._
88. Questions 241-258' of the viceroy's interrogatorio listed the witnesses against
him, showed them to be prejudiced against him as friends of Cortes or by reason of just
punishment admiriistered to them by the viceroy. The visitor is also declared to have
consorted with' these known enemies of the viceroy arid to have based his caSe on their
biased testimony: Iiiigo L6pez de Annuncibay had been roundly, berated by Mendoza
for his misconduct in the Mixt6n War.
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254. To this question S9 he replied that the said Marques del Valle
wanted to speak to him demanding the conquest of the new land· of
Cibola and what Fray Marcos de Niza said he had discovered, claiming
that it belonged to him by virtue of what His Majesty had ordered
capitulated with him. That he knows that the said viceroy did not
give him occasion for it as the said viceroy sent Fray Marcos de Niza
with instructions conc~rning the path to follow and what he was to do:
to discover by land from the province of Culiacan on. And, as a place
that had been discovered in the name of His Majesty and for the royal
crown, the said viceroy did not consent that the said marquis. have a
part in it unless His Majesty ordered it. For this reason this witness
understands, and believes that the said marquis remained bitter
toward the said viceroy.
262. To the two hundred. sixty-second question he replied that he
knows it to be as stated because he has thus seen it happen and take
place, as the question declares, and sets forth. That the said viceroy is
so chaste and virtuous that this witness knows and has seen that some
honorable people refrained from lewdness with women and from other
dishonest practices. becau'se they thought and felt sure that if the said
viceroy found them in these immoral or licentious vices they would
not obtain anything from him. nor would he entrust them with any
commission of importance in which they could serve His Majesty and
benefit thereby. As regards the said viceroy being a good Christian,
thIs witness considers him so zealous for the service of God our Lord
and such an observer of His commands that he does not know any religious of those of good reputation and life whose conscience he should
prefer for himself more than that of th~ said viceroy.
263. To this question he answered that he knows and has seen that
from' the time the said viceroy has been governing he has ordered built,
and there have been built, churches and monasteries in the towns
which are under the authority of His Majesty as in the ones that are
in charge of private persons, ~s is public and notorious.
c

264. To this question 00 he replied that he knows it to be as stated because he has thus seen it happen and take place as the question states
and declares.
89. Mendoza accused Cortes of entertaining "passion, enmity, and ill-will against
all who have governed for His Majesty in this New Spain and especially against the
said viceroy because, on the discovery of the new land of Cfbola, he had not permitted the said marquis to settle it and take it }or himself and because he had not
consented to fraud in the count of the vassals granted him by His Majesty . . ."
90. The viceroy set forth that he had been strict in enforcing tbe honoring of
G<>d and had punished blasphemy, gambling, and public sin so that these had almost
disappeared from the land.
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. 265. To this question 91 he answered that he knows and has seen during the time this witness was at the place where he had been sent by
the viceroy that the said viceroy has done and observed what the question declares. For this reasonthe friars and clergymen have been and
are much esteemed and respected.
266. To this question"· he replied that he thus saw it happen and take
place a,s the question declares and sets forth during all the time that
this witness was in this New Spain, as is public and notorious.
267. To this question he replied that he knows it to be as stated because he has seen it happen and take place as the question declares and
sets forth, and because of what he has testified in some questions
related to this one.
268. To this question he answered that he has thus seen it happen
and take place as stated and declared in the question and had not seen
or heard to the contrary.
.
269. To this question he replied that what is contained in this question Is, true because he has thus seen it happen and take place as set
forth.in the question during the time that this witness has resided in
this New Spain.
270. To this question he answered that he repeats what he has testified in other questions that refer to the good administration of the
royal revenue of His Majesty.
271. To this 'question 93 he replied that he knows that from, the time
the said viceroy has been ruling the royal patrimony of His Majesty
has increased. And he know~ there have been discovered many new
lands and harbors by the expeditions that the said viceroy has organized by land and sea. He has spent in this a great portion of his
wealth anq for this reason the said viceroy is without resources, needy,
and in bad financial situation, as is public and notorious.
272. To this question he replied that it is as the question states 94 and
declares becaus~ he has thus seen it happen and take place. That it
has been and is a very proper thing, because if he had not prescribed
91. Mendoza claimed that he had honored the religious of New Spain and as a
result they were reverenced and respected.
92. In this and the four succeeding questions the viceroy declared that he had
taken special pains to insure the conversion and instruction of the Indians in the
Christian faith, that he had served His Majesty faithfully in his various capacities,
administering justice, seeking,the peaceful growth of the country, and in particular,
promoting the. growth and collection of royal revenues.
93. The viceroy claimed that while the king's income had grown his own fortune
had been spent on new discoveries by land and by sea.
.
94. In order to prevent flight from New Spain without payment of debts and
sums due the treasury Mendoza required his personal license countersignec;l by the
treasury of all leaving the land.
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that no one should leave this New Spain without a permit from the
said viceroy and the certification from the treasury officials of His
Majesty many persons would have left defrauding the royal treasury
of His Maj~sty and with debts to other individuals. Thus it happens
that many avoid getting into difficulties and debts because they know
they cannot leave this New Spain without the said permission and
certification.
273. To this question" he answered that he knows that for the benefit
of the service of His Majesty; for the good government and settling
of this New Spain, it was convenient to grant the said exemptions and
cancellations mentioned in the question because many. people are
supported by means of them "who otherwise would not have been supported if the said order had not been given, because many Spaniards
have been given aid from the said exemptions and cancellations.
Others with the hope of obtaining this aid remain, which they would
not do if it were not for the order issued in this case by the said viceroy.
274. To this question" he replied that he knows it to be as stated,
because he has thus seen it happen and take place as the question
states and that he has not seen or heard to the contrary.
275. To this question he answered that what it contains is true, because he has thus seen it happen and take place as the question states;
and that this witness never heard anyone complain of any injury or
iII-treatment received from the said viceroy. That he saw that some
people were complaining saying that the said viceroy protects and
defends the Indians as much as if they were relatives of the said
viceroy.
276. To this question he replied that .he .knows it to be as sta:ted because he saw it happen and ~ake place" as the question suites,'" and
because this moderation in that which concerns tributes and services
was" put ·into effect by this witness, being a person .who has Indians
granted to him in the. name of His Maj~sty.
277. To this question.he answered" that this witness has seen that the
said viceroy has exercised and exercises great vigilance and care in
inquiring and learning whether the caciques and leaders of the pueblos
95. Mendoza claimed that with the savings effected by stopping of holidays in the
salanes of co-rregimiento8 and alguazilazgo8 he was able to support many additional
settlers.
96. Mendoza stated that he had been diligent in favoring the conquerors and
settlers of New: Spain granting them lands and flocks without injury to His Majesty
or any third party.
97. Mendoza alleged that he moderated the services required of Indians and had
lowered the tributes they were required to give to their encomenderos.
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take from the Indian.1aborers any tributes; or if they exact anything
from them in such a way as to vex in any way the said Indian laborers.
After having investigated and discovered the ones who had exceeded
in what has been told he has corrected and punished them, giving
the Indian laborers to understand that' they are free vassals of His
Majesty and -as such they are to be considered and favored. That
there is not to be allowed that any harm or vexation should be brought
upon them by the said caciques or leaders, or by any other individuals.
Notifying them at the same time to bring complaint whenever any
offense or vexation is caused them so as to help them. This he has
seen that was and is done as the question states, as is public and notorious, and that he has not seen or heard to the contrary.
278. To this question he replied that he knows it to be as stated os
because he has thus seen it happen and take place as the question
states it. And he has seen the protective ordinances and the alguaciles
mentioned in the question. This witness has seen paid and has paid
by virtue of the said ordinances the said carriers of burdens (tamenes)
and has given them subsistence while traveling through this - New
Spain. He knows that the transgressors of the said ordinances and
commands, if they come to the notice of the said viceroy, he has had
them punished.
280. To this question OO he answered that he knows it to be as stated
,because of what he has said, since he has seen it happen and take
place as the question states it.
281. To this question he replied that it is as the question sets forth,
because the said viceroy gave the order m~ntioned in the question. For
this reason a large number' of mulberry trees (morales) have been
planted, which has and does result in the service of His Majesty, benefit, and profit to the residents of this New Spain, to the natives as well
as to the Spaniards, because some of the natives have sufficient means
to pay their tributes with little hardship and effort.
282. To this question he replied that he reasserts what he has said
in the question preceding this one. That it happens that due to the
working and trading in silk there are more merchants and residents
than there would be otherwise. That this benefit accrues to the Span98. Mendoza framed ordinances whereby the' Indians Were to be paid for their
labor and given food while working and placed officers in the Indian villages and,
towns to enforce them.
99. The viceroy took; special care to train' the Indians in the industrial and mechanical arts at his own expense, and as he explained in the next question, planted
groves of mulberry trees in all parts of the country and created a silk industry in
Mexico City which employed many people both native and Spanish.
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iards as well as to the Indians; and the revenue.s of His Majesty are
increased with the said trading and working of silk.
284. . To this question he replied that he understands the question as
stated l °O because he has thus seen it happen and take place as the
question states it. When the said viceroy came to these parts this witness heard that the said wools were not worked or utilized.
286. To this question 101 he· replied that he has seen that in some towns
the Indians live together, and in much more order and cleanliness than
they used to live. And that the said order and cleanliness has been established by the said viceroy by having ordered and commanded what the
question declares. From this there has resulted great· service to God
our Lord and to Hi,s Majesty, and great benefit has accrued to the
natives, because with this said order their teaching is easy and they
do not have occasion as. they did before, living as they used to do in
the hills and ravines scattered and separated from each other, to
offer' sacrifices, worship idols, and commit other sins which formerly
they used to commit as is public and notorious.
288. To this question he answered that it is as the question states
it.lD2 that in the towns that serve the mines the said viceroy has set
the number of people they were to furnish, commuting other tributes
for the said service. This was not done before the said viceroy established this practice and issued other ordinances concerning the treatment of the natives and the food they were to be given, and the statement of the things, in v:hich they "\vere to 3ervea This witness, cornmissioned by the said viceroy, made an inspection of the said mines
investigated and approved by the said viceroy.. This order from the
said viceroy resulted in great'ser-rice to God our Lord and to His
Majesty and much benefit to the free natives wh'o serve in the said
mines as is public .and notorious.
289. To this question he replied that he knows it to be as stated 1""
because he knows and has seen that the said viceroy ordered it and that
its observance is kept and complied with and that if anyone disregards it when it comes to the attention of the said viceroy he corrects
and punishes him. This in regard to these commutations was not done
100. The viceroy claimed to have fostered the wool growing and the wool cloth
industry of New Spain.
101. In anticipation of the later mission system Mendoza brought the Indians
together into towns so that they might be taught religion and industries.
102. Mendoza passed ordinances restricting the services of the Indians in mines~
reducing 'their tasks and regulating their food, clothing, and lodging.
103. Mendoza forbade commutation of tributes by the corregidores and encomenderos..
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so when the said viceroy came to these parts since then it has been
done and is observed as is public and notorious.
290. To this question '04 he answered that he knows and has seen that
. the ,said viceroy personally has visited a large portion of this New.
Spain doing, fulfilling, and correcting what the question declares, as
is public and notorious.
291. To this question'" he replied that he knows it to be as stated,
for it is so and has happened and taken place as the question states'
and declares.
292. To this question"'''' he replied that he has thus seen it happen and
take place as the question states and sets forth, and that he has not
seen or heard to the contrary.
293. To this question'07 he answered that he has seen that since the
said viceroy rules he has carried out what the question states and
that it has resulted in a general benefit to all this New Spain, as is
public and notorious.
294. To this question'O" he replied that he knows it to be .as stated
because he has thus seen it happen and take place as the question states
and declares, and that he has not seen or heard to the contrary, as is
public and notorious.
295. To this question '09 he answered that he knows and has seen that
·the oidores have visited and do visit the jails of the 'said Indians. 'This
has resulted in great benefit for the natives, because by this order of
the said viceroy there have been removed and remedied the offenses
and injuries mentioned in the question.
297. To this question he replied that it Is as stated and declared in
the question.llo This witness knows, it as he has declared in the ques104. Mendoza visited the greater part of New Spain correcting local abuses, ordering churches built, and putting ranches in order.
.
105. Mendoza had founded a mint in Mexico City where silver and copper coins
Were minted to the great benefit of trade. cj. A. S. Aiton and B. W. Wheeler, "The
First American Min~)" Hispanic American Historical Review, XI, 198-215.
106. The viceroy alleged that he had protected the honor\of wedded people, widows.
and

mai~ens.

107. The viceroy claimed to have fostered the building of flour mills, irrigation
ditches, the planting of orchards and other things useful to Mexico City.
108. Mendoza declared that he had favored the virtuous and had attempted to
reform the wicked.
109. Mendoza stated that he had instituted regular inspections of the jails both
in the capital by the oidores and in the country by the corregidores.
J
110. The viceroy pointed to his road building record which had been most useful
to New Spain.
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tions which deal with this matter, as is public and nOtOriO,llS that the
said viceroy has ordered the said roads opened, built, and repaired.
298. To this question he answered that he knows it to be as stated on
because he has thus seen it happen and take place in many towns of
this New Spain, as the question states. In this His Majesty has been
very well served and the natives have derived benefit from it, as is
public and notorious and is declared in the question.
299. To this question he replied that he knows it as stated because
he has thus seen it happen and take place in the manner the question
declares and sets forth. In this way God our Lord and His Majesty
have been and a.:r:~ served at present.
301. To this question he replied that what he knows about it is that
he has seen and sees that the native Indians of this New Spain have
been and are very favored, defended, and protected by the said viceroy,
as he has not consented nor consents or allows that one should cause
.any harm. to the said Indians; nor that they be iII-treated or have
taken anything from their belongings against their will. That when
the news reached the said viceroy concern~ng any iII treatment, violence, or stealing he has corrected it· and ordered punishment as is
public and notorious.
302. To this question he answered that he knows it as set forth,
because this witness has s~en that besides the good measures that he
has pointed out the said viceroy has provided, the latter has issued and.
put into effect many others in the,service of God our Lord and His
Majesty for the betterment, conservation, profit, and benefit of the
residents and natives of this New Spain.
303. To the three-hundred-third question he replied that he repeats
what he has already declared, and thus it is public and notorious among
the people who have heard of it. He s~id that he reaffirmed and ratified it; and again he said ,he would repeat it' if it were necessary
because he said that such was the truth, in jreeping with the oath' he
had taken. After having it read to him he signed it with his name.
This witness said that,as he has said, he had given testimony in the
secret inquiry' in the presence of Miguel Lopez, escribano of it ; and that
what he hits declared in the said secret investigation was and is true
and he ratifies himself and wishes to point out that what he testified
111. Mendoza had installed cabildos with alcaldes, alguaciles and elected regidores
in the Indian towns to protect the native workers from oppression by their Indian
overlords, all such towns being crown towns and all offices held in viceregal approval.
In th~ succeeding question he states that regular visitas and residencias were required
in all these town offices. The balance of the question dealt with his treatment of
the natives. In particular, cases could be appealed from the local Indian justices to the
audiencia by laws he instituted.
. -
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befpre me, the said Pedro de Salazar, escribano, is likewise true. That it
should be understood that one declaration is not to contradict the other
or viceve~sa, because this witness as a Christian, fearing God our
Lord, has, had as his aim and will to tell the truth, as he has done, in
regard to what he has been asked in both testimonies he has given.
That if per chance anything should be found contradictory it should not
be blamed on him, Inasmuch as he has asked for his testimony in order
, to see it and correct himself and they refused to show it to him; and
with the understanding he has stated he signed it with his 'name.
He was charged under the terms of his oath with the secrecy of
his testimony; that he should not tell or disclose it to anyone until
he is ordered to do so. He said that he would do so and would
, comply with it, and signed it with his name.
FRANCISCO VAZQUEZ DE CORONADO

(rubicado)
Given before me, Pedro de Salazar, esc1'ibctno of His Majesty,
(rubicado ).
Mexico City, January 18, 1547.

NECROLOGY
WILLIAM JOHNSTON LUCAS

William Johnston Lucas, 64, attorney, historian and
civic leader, succumbed at St. Anthony's hospital at Las
Vegas, on Friday, June 11, after a brief and severe illness.
Funeral services were held on the following Sunday afternoon.
Mr. Lucas had been a resident of Las Vegas for thirtyfive .years. Born at Watford, Ontario, Canada, July 6, 1872,
the son of James and Mary (Thomson) Lucas, he received
his early education at the Strathroy Institute. Toronto. and
law school training at Osgood Hall, University of Toronto.
Mr. Lucas came to the United States at the age 9f 17.
After spending a brief time in the East, he accepted a posi- .
tion with the Southern Pacific railroad as colonization agent
with headquarters iiJ. EI Paso.
In 1902 he came to Las Vegas to accept a position as
agent for the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe railway. Soon
after establishing residence here, Mr. Lucas studied law
and was admitted to practice. He opened a law office with
the late W. B. Bunker, in the old San Miguel bank building.
After Mr. Bunker moved to California, Mr. Lucas moved his
offices to the Savings bank building and was associated with
Henry E. Blattman and ~ater opened an office in the Masonic
building and was active in his practice until his fatal illness.
For eighteen years, Mr. Lucas' was president of the N e:w
Mexico board of bar examiners.. At the time of death. Mr.
Lucas was an active member'in the county, state and American bar associations.'
He was prominent in the Las Vegas Historical Society
.and was a quoted authority on the history of New Mexico and
the Southwest, sp£mding much time in research work and
compiling records of early day happenings. For a number of
years he was a member of the Historical Society of New
Mexico.
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Prominent in Masonic work in the state, Mr. Lucas was
a 33rd degree Mason and a member of the Santa Fe consistory of Scottish Rite, a member of 'Ballut Abyad Shriners,
and a past deputy grand lecturer of the New Mexico Grand
Lodge.
'
Mr. Lucas was a charter member of the Las Vegas
Rotary club of which he was a past president and he also
took active interest in the Las Vegas-San Miguel County
chamber of commerce of which he was president for eight
years. ' He was on the managing board of the American
Woodcraft League and deeply interested in the development
in connection therewith of Seton Village near Santa Fe.
Mr. Lucas, gave himself unselfishly to civic causes and
had been prominent in community affairs.
. He is survived by his widow, and one son, Henry Lucas,
of Las Vegas and several brothers who reside in Canada.
-Po A. F. W.
Roy R. LARKIN, '94-A TRIBUTE
One of the men who have left a definite impress upon
the educationaL progress of this state, is Roy R. Larkin,
, whose recent passing is a definite loss to New Mexico. 1 Par. ticularly sensible of this loss, are those of us who have had
a part, through the years, in writing the history of New
Mexico State College at Las Cruces.
As an institution ages, more and more are the lives of
its alumni loyalties woven into the fabric of the tradition
and sentiment of that school. It is an accepted fact that'
none among all its alumni have more sincerely felt and
shown a deep, never-waning interest in its welfare than did
Roy Larkin for State College.
In a very recent year at a football game at Albuquerque,
I saw Larkin with an old red stocking around his neck which
he wore in the first game ever played between the University
and the Aggies, in February, 1894, and he lustily cheered
1. Larkin died suddenly on Friday, June 2~, while at his summer lakeside camp
with a few friends. Burial services, were from the family home in Las Vega., the following Sunday.
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his team to victory in this recent game as compensation for
the lost (18-6) of that earlier contest, over forty-three years
. ago, in which he had played a valiant part.
Larkin had come down here in 1891, all the way behind
a team of mules from South Dakota, with his mother, who
was a doctor. He entered the college the year it was started
on its present site, worked his way through as janitor at
the college, and was graduated with the first class in 1894.
Of the five members of that class, first college graduates in
New Mexico, Roy Larkin, Lem McGrath, Oscar Snow, Agnes
Williarps and Fabian Garcia, only the last two named survive. Larkin was a participant in all student activities,
athletic, musical and social, was successful as a student, and
has maintained close personal contact, all his life, with the
affairs of the institution. Whenever opportunity offered,
he has been present at commencement and has often presided
at the alumni banquets. He always cheerfully responded to
demands for his wonderful singing and spoke most interestingly on college topics. This year he was unanimously
chosen as toastmaster for the alumni banquet but a trip to
Arizona prevented his coming.
Along with Oscar Snow and Theron Bennett who also
very recently passed on, Roy Larkin engraved his name indelibly upon the tablets of history of State College. At one
time he was head of the preparatory department; he also
served as a member of the board of regents and as president
of the Alumni association. And throughout all of his life,
his main interest and effort have been for the advancement
of the educational interests of his state in general. He at
one time was part of the educational administration of Las
Vegas, his home, and of San Miguel county. Representing
for many years, Ginn & Company, one of the great educational publishing concerns of the country, Larkin gave his
energy and talents unsparingly to education in New Mexico
and the Southwest.
Few, ifany, names of me~ in this state can yet be placed
alongside those of Hiram Hadley, Roy Larkin and Fabian
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Garcia, as educators of our pioneer period. Others will
follow, others are building on their foundations, but they
will long be remembered and loved by us who have known
them and their works.
Life goes on; implacable, relentless life. One sometimes
wonders how vacant places can be filled. They always seem
to be, but sometimes we think not fully. There is a void in
the heart as a friend goes on, and as we older Aggies sense
that Roy Larkin will not be with us again, we know how we
shall miss him.
w. A. S. (A. & M. '98)
Las Cruces, N. M.

BOOK REVIEWS

The Coming Empire, or Two Thousand Miles in Texas on
Horseback. (Revised edition). By Colonel Nathaniel- Alston
Taylor. (Turner Publishing Co., Dallas, Texas, 1936; 383
pp.; index, notes. $2.50.)
The first edition of Two Thousand Miles in Texas on
Horseback was published in 1877. The book in the present·
edition is the result of the insistence by friends and adm~rers
of the volume for a new and up-to-date' printing. The 1936
edition of this most interesting and curious work came at
the auspicious time of the celebration of the Texas Centennial and of the one hundredth birthday of the author, Colonel
Taylor.
The keen-eyed and mentally alert·traveller and journalist usuallysigned his manuscripts with his initials N. A. T:, a
clever and truthful pseudonym. He was born August 28,
1835, at Wake Forest, North Carolina. In 1859, he "felt
the call" to Texas and made the trip on horseback. The
Colonel really loved the. Southwest, bought a farm near
Boerne, Texas, and engaged in newspaper work in San Antonio. He served with the Texas Rangers and Indian fighters, as well as in the Civil War.
N. A. T. was no ordinary journalist. He was highly
educated and possessed more than a passing knowledge of
botany, chemistry, and geology. His knowledge of the
natural sciences came in handy on the long trip on horseback
across Texas. Most of his many predictions in regard to
oil' and minerals are now established facts. Th,e author was
no less versed in the classics.
The Colonelwas led to take his long trip across Texas. by
reading~ofa horseback trip through France, Germany, Switzerland, and Italy, taken by the great French essayist, Montaigne, in 1580. He wanted to write a living description of
Texas which would serve future generations. He adds philosophically :
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"Thus the dead centuries move in living forms before
him, and he may, as he chooses, plucka rose from the Present
or put forth his hand and gather a fresh lily from the Past."
Interested tremendously in all men, animals and plants,
he saddles his horse, takes knapsack, notebooks and pencils
and sets out from Houston, Texas, on the second of January,
1876. This is the beginning of a journey which takes the
Colonel all across Texas, into Old Mexico at Presidio, and
back to Houston. Throughout the book, the reader never
tires of interesting and detailed descriptions of Texas cities,
men, women, and children. The great variety of the state's
fauna and flora move through the pages in remarkable kaJeidoscopic views.
Mixed in with the keen and clever descriptions of men,
mountains, and rivers, there appear popular songs,_ games,
and the ever enjoyable folk tales, such as that of the inimitable "The Devil and Strap Buckner."
'
The book is avery valuable guide and authority for
those who would see Texas as she was in 1876. The author's
footnotes are profuse with explanation and prophesies, many
of which have literally come true, as, for example, the future
oil and wheat development in Texas.
All together 'the book is absorbingly interesting and
readable. The faults are those of the journalist writing hur. riedly his impressions. The author has the nineteenth 'century Southerner's romantic love of flowery speech and exag.geration. These crop out here and there, but instead' of
detracting from the book seem to lenq quaintness, romance,
and color. The'sky, rivers, and climate of Texas are nearly
.always like Paradise to the soldier-journalist, and the grass
'is so fine and sweet "that the sheep grazing on it literally turn
to animated suet-balls." The turkeys of Texas grew so fat
on the fruit of the wild peach tree that their breasts burst·
"from excessive fat" when they fell from the trees after
being shot and killed.
However that may be, the book contains enough sound
thinking and shrewd and clever observation to throw much
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light on the past, present, and future history and development of Texas.. No one interested in the Southwest, and in
Texas in particular, should fail to read the first-hand description of the Lone Star state, written in 1876 by a man who
travelled "Two Thousand Miles in Texas on Horseback."
F. M. KERCHEVILLE.

University of New Mexico.
The Newben'y Library: manuscripts in the Ayer collection.
Compiled by Ruth Lapham Butler. (Newberry Library, Chicago, 1937; 295 pp., index. $5.00.)
The late Edward E. Ayer specialized in the archaeology
and ethnology of the American Indian, and in collecting
manuscript material along these lines it was only to be expected that he would gather much which is of the greatest
va.lue historically. The writer well remembers his delight,
twenty-five years ago, upon finding at the Newberry Library
source material which did not then exist in Santa Fe, at the
. Bancroft Library, or in the Library of Congress.
The library trustees are to be congratulated upon issuing this volume which will ~akeresearch workers·
acquainted with the important contents of the Ayer collection. It is merely a check-list, but ~t gives the necessary
. leads.
.
The compiler has listed the manuscripts as 1766 numbered titles, grouped under seven main heads: North America, Spanish America, Philippine Islands, Hawaiian Islands,
and Indian, Philippine, and Hawaiian languages. There are
many entries in the·last five groups, but more than half of
them fall under the first two heads..
The index gives reference to many titles which are of
interest·to Southwestern history, but especial attention is
called to title 1236, "Spaniflh archives." Thus indicated are
186,184 pages of transcripts, largely typewritten, relating
to the history of Spanish North America from 1518 to .1835,
and most of them secured from the Archivo General de Indias
in Seville.
L. 'R .R

